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November 2016
Dear student,
Next year, as you move in to Year 9 you will be starting your Key Stage 4 Curriculum.
You will continue to study a core of subjects and prepare for your GCSEs and other qualifications. In addition, you will be able to choose up to five option subjects. You won’t study
all these extra subjects at the same time but will take two in Year 10, two in Year 11 and
some of you will also take one in year 9.
In order to make the right choice, you will need to think about your future plans and the
progress you have made so far in Key Stage 3. Read the booklet carefully and talk about
your ideas with your family and teachers. There will be an opportunity for you and your
parents to meet with us to talk about your choices before you make your final decision.
Yours sincerely,

Executive Headteacher

YEAR 8 CAREERS EDUCATION AND GUIDANCE

Year 8 students will be given information and guidance as part of a planned careers
unit in their PSHE and Skills lessons this year.
The unit has been designed to support students in making informed KS4 preference
choices.

The main features of year 8 careers work in
school are:
• Structured activities in Skills sessions to help students develop self-awareness and
decision making skills.
• Opportunities for career exploration using ICT: Particularly the Careersoft and
talkingjobs websites.
• Students can talk to their careers advisor, PSHE teacher, tutor or Head of Year
about the suitability of their preferences for their particular academic level.
• All students will receive resources to help support them make well informed and
appropriate GCSE choices at KS4.

Useful contacts include:
www.studentjobs4u.co.uk/
www.familylives.org.uk/
www.prospects-ac.uk
www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk

Ms J. Henry
Careers Coordinator

In addition some students will follow a
specialised pathway through KS4 with a
choice of courses at Entry Level & Level 1:

Pathway 3

Some students will not start GCSE in Year 9.
Instead they will take a preparation for GCSE
• Level 1 qualifictions from the
course which is designed to boost their key skills
Foundation Learning Tier
•
a booster course of Key Skills in English
in English, Maths and Languages.
and/or Maths

Pathway 2

All students will have opportunities during KS4 to undertake activities
which prepare them for the world of work.

Students then study up to five other subjects
from those on offer. These should be taken
from across the Faculty areas of :
• Languages
• Humanities
• Art/Technology
• Performing Arts
• Science
Students must select either History or
Geography to help them secure the EBacc
qualification.

Pathway 1

All students will study a core curriculum of English, English literature, Maths, a new Language, separate or combined Science,
Religious Studies(Philosophy). In addition, a short course in PSHEE and Physical Education.

Core Curriculum

Year 8 marks the transition between KS3 and KS4. It is a time for students, parents and teachers to reflect on the
progress students have made since joining Elizabeth Garrett Anderson School. A time to consider skills, and look forward
to the future. Working together we will navigate routes for students through KS4 which best match individual
aspirations and learning needs.

PATHWAYS THROUGH KEY STAGE 4, YEARS 9-11

WHAT EXAMS WILL I TAKE AND WHEN?

Year 9

All Students

Some Students

Language GCSE

1 Option Subject

All Students

Year 10

1 Option
RE 1 GCSE
PSHEE Short Course

up to
2

Some Students
2 Options

up to
3

All Students

Year 11

6

English Language
English Literature
Maths
Separate Science (3
GCSE’s)
or
Combined Science (2
GCSE’s)
1 Option

Some Students
2 Options

up to
8

Preference Forms
need to be returned to your
tutor by 3rd February 2017

Individual appointments to
discuss your choices on
10th February 2017
This will only be for students where
further discussion may be
necessary

All students must select at least one of either History or Geography to ensure they achieve the EBacc. This will help them to access the widest range of
academic pathways after Year 11.

Any work you do in school such as technology portfolios, are useful evidence for future courses. Remember dropping subjects at year 8 can cut you off from
certain career paths and courses, so you need to think carefully about your choices. You should opt for a range of subjects. This will keep your offer broad
and balanced and lead you to a range of future pathways.

All students are expected to achieve level 5 equivalent in English and Maths. Most courses at college require qualifications in English and Maths and
students will need to resit those in college if a pass at level 2 is not achieved by the end of year 11.
All students will start study for separate or combined Sciences from Year 9 as this is necessary to any career involving higher levels science courses such as:
doctor, nurse, vet etc. Many other qualifications and achievements such as musical instrument awards and sports certificates are recognised by colleges.

Colleges and employers are as flexible as possible when offering courses to young adults -see the National Qualification Framework on the next page.
Lifelong learning is encouraged. The National framework diagram gives an indication of the possible routes through education and employment.

How Key Stage 4 courses affect future opportunities:

Now you have this booklet you need to read it carefully. You will have extra information in PSHEE, assemblies, skills sessions and in lessons. Ask your tutor
and teachers to explain anything you are not certain about. You need to think about your skills, what you may want to do at the end of Year 11, and the
progress you have already made in Key Stage 3. By 3rd February you will need to hand in your completed preference form to your tutor. At this point you
may then have a one to one meeting with a member of staff to discuss your career pathway and the subjects you have chosen. Your parent or guardian will
be welcome to attend

What you need to do:

Year 8 Parents’
Preferences information
evening
4th January 2017

THE PREFERENCE PROCESS TIMELINE

Entry Level

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4-8

Qualification Level

AS & A2 level courses, and diplomas

You need level 4-8 qualifications to
work in a profession e.g. Doctor, Solicitor, Teacher, Engineer.

University degrees, postgraduate qualifications,
professional qualifications,

Achieving GCSEs grade 4-1 in
Year 11 unlocks the door to level
2 courses at college.

Achieving entry level qualifications
in Year 11 unlocks the door to level
1 courses at college.

GCSE grades 9-5

GCSE grades 4-1
Basic and key skills, Vocationally Related Qualification (VRQ)
Level 1 for example: OCR Nationals, BTEC Introductory, National Vocational Qualification (NVQ) Level 1.

Entry Level Certificates,
life skills, basic skills.

Building knowledge and/or skills in
relation to subject or vocational areas; gaining ability to apply learning
to a varied range of tasks.

Basic knowledge, understanding and
skills, & the ability to apply learning
to activities that relate to everyday

Builds a basic level of knowledge, understanding and
skills

Achieving GCSEs grade 9-5
in Year 11 unlocks the door to
level 3 courses at college.

You need level 3 qualifications to study
at University. Many skilled jobs require
level 3 qualifications.

Implications

Examples of qualifications at this level

O F F E R E D AT E G A

Learning at this level involves obtaining
in-depth knowledge, understanding and
skills, and a higher level of application.

Specialist learning involving high level of
knowledge in a specific occupational role
or field of study.

Level Indicators

THE NATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS FRAMEWORK

THE CORE CURRICULUM
All Students study:
English Language

1 GCSE

English Literature

1 GCSE

Maths

1 GCSE

Science

Language

Religious Studies (Philosophy)

Separate Science 3 GCSEs
or
Combined Science 2 GCSEs

1 GCSE

1 GCSE

PSHEE/ CAREERS

Short Course GCSE

Citizenship

Non-examined

PE

Non-examined

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

(TAKEN IN YR 11)

The ability to speak confidently, read critically and write effectively is key to your
success in all areas of life. Studying English Language gives you the chance to develop
these skills in depth with the support of your peers and teachers.
You will develop your ability to use English in a range of contexts by studying a variety
of texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries. These will include literature and literary
non-fiction as well as other examples of quality writing such as reviews and journalism.
You will sit two exams in Year 11 and these will account for 100% of your GCSE English
grade. To achieve well in English Language, reading a variety of texts must become an
everyday habit.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
EXAM BOARD - AQA
Exam = 100%

2 Papers

What skills will I Develop?

As the course progresses, you will become increasingly confident in generating your own
ideas and shaping these into crafted and convincing pieces of work. You will improve
both the technical and the creative aspects of your writing, and become an effective
editor of your own work as well as that of your peers.

I will also get the opportunity to:
• Share my ideas with other students.
• Express my own opinions on key issues.
• Explore important ideas in a range of media.

1

ENGLISH LITERATURE

(TAKEN IN YR 11)

English Literature will introduce you to some of the most memorable characters ever imagined.
It will also invite you to explore some of the ways that writers have tackled the big questions in
life. What does it mean to be human? Can we ever be truly in control of our
destiny? Does power always turn people bad? What does it mean to love and be loved? How
can we express some of our most difficult feelings so that other people can understand them?
Studying GCSE English Literature involves exploring a variety of high quality writing. You will
read both modern and traditional poetry, Shakespeare, 19th century novels and the best of
modern fiction. You will tackle some of Shakespeare’s boldest ideas by studying one of his
most popular plays in depth.
There is no coursework for English Literature; you will sit two closed-book exams at the end of year
11 alongside your English Language course. This means that you will have the pleasurable challenge
of really knowing the literature that you study; it will become a part of you and something to which
you can always return.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
EXAM BOARD - AQA
Exam = 100%

2 Papers

What skills will I Develop?

You will become a more confident and analytical reader and thinker – skills which will
prepare you well for so many parts of adult life. You will become better at understanding
the messages behind the surface level of words in all sorts of contexts. You will also
become more confident in your ability to think independently and critically about what
you read.

I will also get the opportunity to:
• Experience texts presented in a range of media.
• Share and present my ideas to my peers.

2

MATHEMATICS
Mathematics is one of the most powerful and interesting systems of thought ever
invented by humankind. Mathematical developments have changed the world and, more
than at any time in the past, mathematics is embedded in many of the things we take for
granted from the microwave to the internet. Computers have made mathematics even
more important as we can now solve many more problems. If we want to understand the
world, and be powerful within it, we need to be good at maths.
Mathematics solves problems in the real world, mathematics allows us to organise and
communicate facts and data, mathematics links ideas, diagrams, symbols and words.
Mathematics is about explaining, convincing, proving, calculating and problem solving.
And it is also great fun.
You will study maths at EGA and many of you will study it in the future. It will help you
with other courses, it will help you get onto courses, it will help you do well at work and
have a happy life.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
EXAM BOARD - EDEXCEL
3 Maths exams of 1 hour 30 minutes each
1 non calculator paper - 2 calculator papers (Levels: Higher 4-9, Foundation)

What skills will I develop?

• We build on what we have learnt in year 7 and year 8 to become even more fluent in
our recall of knowledge and our use of mathematical techniques.
• Topics will cover the use of number (especially ratio and proportion), algebra,
geometry and shape, probability and statistics.
• Students will learn how to solve problems by using words, diagrams and algebra
and by thinking hard in ways that connect what they know about maths. Sometimes
technology will help.
• Students will learn that everyone can get a lot better at maths but only with focused
practice. With practice students will gain the confidence to stick with problems even
if they are difficult at the start.

I will also get the opportunity to:
•
•
•
•

Learn new mathematical facts and techniques.
Make links between areas of maths and to other subject areas.
Enjoy solving problems and becoming a better problem solver.
Leave EGA with the confidence and skills to do what I want in the future.

3

SCIENCE
Students at Elizabeth Garrett Anderson are encouraged to study Separate Sciences and
achieve a total of three GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. This will give them the
widest choice of courses for further study in Science related fields and will leave their
options open for future choices. They will be awarded grades 9 to 1 for each of the 3
subjects.
In Biology lessons, students will develop their understanding of the processes that
underpin life both in humans and other organisms. Key topics will include cell biology,
genetics and inheritance, health, response to infection, environment plant biology and
photosynthesis.
Chemistry lessons focus on the theories, models and concepts that explain material
properties and chemical processes. Topics such atomic structure, bonding in chemicals,
reactions, energetics, organic chemistry and chemical analysis are covered.
Physics involves understanding the physical world and the laws that govern it. Topics
include forces, energy, waves, electricity, magnetism and nuclear structure.
Some student may study the double award Combined Science if this pathway is more
suitable for them. They will be awarded double grades from 9-9, 9-8, 8-8, 8-7, 7-7, etc;
all the way to 1-1.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

EXAM BOARD - AQA
Separate Sciences
(3 Separate GCSEs)
Most students

Combined Science
(1 Double Award
GCSE)
Some students

Biology

2 Exams 50% each

Chemistry

2 Exams 50% each

Physics

2 Exams 50% each

Biology

2 Exams 16.7% each

Chemistry

2 Exams 16.7% each

Physics

2 Exams 16.7% each

What skills will I Develop?

I will also get the opportunity to:
• Carry out practical investigations.
• Take part in edcuational and careers lectures and visits.
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES (PHILOSOPHY)
Pupils will study two of the biggest religions in the UK and the world;
Christianity and Islam. They will also focus on thematic studies which centre
around life issues and controversial topics.
Year 1 you will study Religious Studies Specification A Themes. Topics include:
		
• Religion and Life			
• The Existence of God and Revelation				
• Religion, Crime and Punishment			
• Religion, Peace and Conflict
		

Year 2 you will study Religious Studies Specification A Christianity and Islam. Topics
include:
• Beliefs and Teachings in Christianity
• Christian Practises
• Beliefs and Teachings in Islam
• Muslim Practises

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
EXAM BOARD - AQA
Course requirements: 2 exams - both 1 hour 45 minutes

What skills will I Develop?

I will also get the opportunity to:
• Write essays
• Argue/debate well
5

PSHEE / CAREERS
The aim of the course is to continue the work started in KS3, in particular, building
self esteem and developing personal and social skills in wider contexts. Students will
consider important health issues and continue to develop the skills, knowledge and
understanding which will enable them to make informed decisions about their learning
and future. Students will study a range of modules including The World of Work; Sex and
Relationships; Rights and Responsibilities; Homelessness; Personal Safety.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Progress in PSHEE/Careers is assesd through assignments for each unit of work
Students will take part in work related activities.
In Year 10, students will complete 'Preparation for working life'

What skills will I Develop?

• Interpersonal & Social skills
• Working with other people

• Research skills
• Career exploration

I will also get the opportunity to:
• Prepare a personal statement and CV for work experience and college interviews
• Get support and advice when choosing post 16 options
• Have the opportunity to attend and participate in work related visits and sessions
• Work with visiting speakers and theatre in education groups
• Learn more about important health and social issues

6

OPTION CHOICES
YEARS 9 - 11
Students will study up to 5 of the subjects listed below. Subjects marked
with an asterisk should be chosen in Year 10 or 11 only.
Art & Design

Geography

Art & Design Photography & Print

German*

Art & Design Textiles

History

Business Studies*

Media & Film Studies

Citizenship Government & Politics

Music

Computer Science*

PE

Dance

Psychology*

Drama

Sociology*

Economics*

Spanish*

Food Technology

Success for Learning (Level 1 Courses)

French*

Combining Subjects.
• There are some combinations of courses that are not allowed as they are too similar
in content. Students should study a wide range of subjects from different faculty
areas to ensure a full and balanced curriculum and to develop all their skills.
• These are: More than one Art course ie only one from, Art and design, Art
photography and Art textiles.
• Pupils must select either History or Geography to ensure they achieve the EBacc
qualification.
7

ART AND DESIGN (MIXED MEDIA)
The study and practice of Art builds self-confidence through developing intuitive
thinking and questioning skills that are of value in any chosen career.
The GCSE course is tailored to each student’s creative development.
Students are supported by individual discussions with their teacher ensuring each
student will achieve their highest possible grade.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
EXAM BOARD - AQA
Course Work = 60%
Design folder and a practical piece of
work

Exam = 40%
One exam

What skills will I Develop?

I will also get the opportunity to:
• Develop my visual literacy through observation and analysis of primary
• sources and continue to develop these skills throughout the course.
• Place my own work in the wider context of Art history and theory through
• researching artists and visiting exhibitions.
• Expand my practical skills through experimentation and risk-taking.
• Express and share my ideas through discussion with teachers and other students to
realise personal responses to chosen themes.

8

ART AND DESIGN

(PRINT& PHOTOGRAPHY)

Students will develop visual ideas in a range of media including Photography and
Printing where they will learn the technical aspects of Photography and Print. This
work will be base around a foundation of drawing, mark making and various forms of
observational work.
Students will be encouraged to produce outcomes using a range of different methods
including Digital Photography and Lino Printing.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
EXAM BOARD - AQA
Course Work = 60%
Minimum 2 Units.
Design folder and practical piece of
work

Exam = 40%
One exam

What skills will I Develop?

I will also get the opportunity to:
• Develop my visual literacy through observation and analysis of primary
• sources and continue to develop these skills throughout the course.
• Place my own work in the wider context of Art history and theory through
• researching artists and visiting exhibitions.
• Expand my practical skills through experimentation and risk-taking.
• Express and share my ideas through discussion with teachers and other students to
realise personal responses to chosen themes.

9

ART AND DESIGN (TEXTILES)
Textiles Art and Design is a course that studies the art of textiles. The
GCSE course is tailored to each student’s creative development. Students
will follow a structured course that covers: drawing from observation
and painting skills, collage techniques, mark making by hand embroidery,
machine embroidery, quilting, felt making and printing techniques using
stencils and lino cuts. Students will experience techniques by a range
focused practical tasks and will then start work on an independent study
based around a Nature, Identity or Social Issue theme developing their
ideas along the way. Students should not take both Art & Design and
Textiles as the courses have many similar aspects.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
EXAM BOARD - AQA
Course Work = 60%
Design folder and a practical piece of
work

Exam = 40%
One exam

What skills will I Develop?

• Independent Learning Skills
• Visual Literacy
• Research Skills
• Colour theory and pattern design
• Practical art skills

I will also get the opportunity to:
• Develop my creative abilities through the observation and analysis of primary resources
• Develop an understanding of art theory and art history
• Further my practical skills through experimenting and risk taking
• Develop my opinions and analytical skills through class discussions
• Expand and share my ideas and develop a personal response to chosen projects.
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BUSINESS STUDIES
GCSE in Business Studies is a vocational subject designed to give learners
life skills. The content of the subject has both practical and theoretical
aspects. Students will explore the meaning of enterprise and the
skills required to be successful in business, the role, construction and
importance of a range of financial documents and the nature of business
payment methods, both cash and credit. Students will also investigate
the use, structure and content of financial statements, profit and loss and
balance sheets in business.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
EXAM BOARD - EDEXCEL
Unit 1:
Investigating How Businesses Work
Controlled Assessment (Internally
assessed) 60% of total GCSE.
Assessment is available in June

Unit 2:
Financial Records – This paper
is externally assessed (I hour)
in June and is 40% of the total
GCSE.

What skills will I Develop?

• Actively engage students in the study of business.
• Develop them as effective and independent learners, and reflective thinkers with enquiring
minds.
• Allow students to develop and apply their business knowledge, understanding and skills to
contemporary issues in a range of local, national and global contexts.
• Enable students to appreciate the range of perspectives of different business stakeholders.
• Enable students to consider the extent to which business activity can be ethical and sustainable.

I will also get the opportunity to:
• Undertake enterprise activities
• Participate in group business projects & presentations (Dragon’s Den)
• Use ICT effectively
• Attend business trips/visits
• Meet some important business people
11

CITIZENSHIP - GOVERNMENT & POLITICS
Excellent preparation for those who wish to study politics, history or law at a higher
level.
A full course qualification that allows students to take on responsible citizenship actions
and play a positive role in public and democratic life as informed and active citizens.
A local to global approach means that students build on their key stage 3 studies and are
introduced to core concepts and ideas as to how citizenship and political action impacts
on their lives. They will then build on this with the introduction of theory and the “bigger
picture” as they progress through the course.
Students develop knowledge and understanding of the role of citizenship and political
actions in relation to current issues that impact on modern society, engaging them with
what it means to be an active citizen and preparing them for the next step in today’s
globalised world.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
EXAM BOARD - EDEXCEL
Paper 1
Written examination; 1 hour and 45
minutes
50% of the qualification (80 marks)
Content overview
Theme A: Living in the UK
Theme B: Democracy at work in the UK
Theme C: Law and Justice

Paper 2
Written examination: 1 hour and 45
minutes
50 % of the qualification (80 Marks)
Content overview
Theme D: power and influence
Theme E: taking citizenship action

What skills will I Develop?

• Cognitive skills and critical thinking

• Collaborative problem solving

• Interpersonal skills

• Intrapersonal skills

• Communication

• Adaptability

• Relationship-building skills

• Self-management and self-development

I will also get the opportunity to:
• Participate in school and local community based activities
• Visit the House of Commons and The Royal Courts of Justice to participate in a workshop
• Active Citizenship Project - Campaign on an issue that is important to you.
• Work with professionals like lawyers, activists and Politicians
• Be involved in Streetlaw Project with the College of Law Students
12

COMPUTER SCIENCE
Computer Science (Computing) gives students a real, in-depth understanding of how
computer technology works. It will develop your critical thinking, analysis and problemsolving skills and it provides excellent preparation for higher study and employment in
Computer Science.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
EXAM BOARD - EDEXCEL
Written Exam = 80%

Component 1: Principles of Computer Science (40%)
1 Hour 40 Minutes
Component 2: Application of Computational Thinking (40%)
2 hours

Single Award GCSE (9-1)

Controlled Assessment

Component 3: Project (20%) 20 hours

What skills will I Develop?
Computer Systems and Programming
Principles of Computer Science:
• Topic 1: Problem Solving
• Topic 2: Programming
• Topic 3: Data
• Topic 4: Computers
• Topic 5: Communication and internet
• Topic 6: The bigger picture
Controlled Assessment:
• Tasks written in one language: Python or C-derived language
• Decompose problems into sub-problems
• Create original algorithms or work with algorithms produced by others
• Design, write, test and evaluate programs

What programming languages will I need to learn and know?
You will need to learn, remember and use a range of programming languages such as
Python, Visual Basic, JavaScript/CSS/HTML and other bespoke software to be able to
code successfully for exam and controlled assessment purposes. More detail will be
given to you in lessons.

I will also get the opportunity to:
You can continue with your studies at college where you can do an A-level in
Computing.
13

DANCE
GCSE dance is such a rewarding course. You will need determination and commitment to
rise to its challenges though as it a practical course, 3 double lessons of practical a week.
The course does include theory, but this is also taught in a predominantly practical way,
so yes you will need to and expect to have to write and complete homework regularly. In
summation you will study and analyse professional dance works, develop and improve
your ability to perform dance as well as develop your creativity as a choreographer of
dances.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
EXAM BOARD - AQA
Course Work = 60%
Component 1 Performance 30%
A. Solo performance of two short set
phrases
B. A duet/trio performance
Component 1 : Choreography - 30%
Create a solo or group dance from a
chosen and well researched stimulus.

Exam = 40%
Component 2:
Dance appreciation This includes three topics:
1. The choreographic process and
performance skills
2. Critical appreciation of your own practical
dance work
Critical appreciation of professional dance
works
These topics are all part of the 1 hour and 30
minute written exam scheduled at the end of
the year.

What skills will I Develop?

GCSE Dance is a practical and theoretical course.
It involves choreography, performing and analysing dance critically.
You will study mainly contemporary techniques and styles
You will develop collaborative skills, increase self-confidence, imagination, improve
coordination and body awareness, be analytical enhance creative abilities and
performance skills, work independently, improve organisational skills and develop
critical writing skills and resilience.

I will also get the opportunity to:
• Work with professional artists and dance companies.
• Attend theatre trips and workshops.
• Perform at local theatres and in festivals.
• Collaborate with other students.

14

DRAMA
Taking an enjoyable and practical approach to drama, this qualification not only covers
the art of performance, but it also comprises a wide variety of exciting topics. For
example:
•From Page to Stage: Follow the journey of a piece of writing as it is brought to life before an
audience.
•Drama in the Making: Examine the key principles and concepts of devising a piece of drama from
stimulus material.
•From Concept to Creation: Take a brief for the writer, designer, director or performer and transform
it into reality.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
EXAM BOARD - OCR

Coursework (60%)
Component 1&2
Devising drama(30%)
Learners will research
and explore a stimulus,
work collaboratively and
create their own devised
drama.

Component 3
Presenting & performing
text(30%)
Learners develop and
apply theatrical skills
in acting or design by
presenting a showcase
of two extracts from a
performance text.

Coursework (40%)
Component 4
Performance and response
Learners will explore practically a
performance text to demonstrate
their knowledge and understanding
of drama.
Learners will analyse and evaluate a
live theatre performance.
This becomes the content of a
1 hour 30 minute written exam
scheduled at the end of the year.

What skills will I Develop?

I will also get the opportunity to:
•

Visit the theatre

•

Take part in worshops delivered by theatre professionals

•

Develop skills necessary for further study of Drama A Level/BTEC
Performing Arts

•

Develop key life skills like independent learning, team work and
confidence that will attract future employers.

15

ECONOMICS
Economics is about choice and the impact our choices have on each other. It relates to
every aspect of our lives, from the decisions we make as individuals or families to those
taken by governments and businesses. It is about scarcity and the problem of resource
allocation. You will learn economic theories and develop your ability to apply the
knowledge you gain to real life situations at a local, national and global level. Economics
fits well with Sociology, Geography and History. It involves the interpretation and use of
data, so you get to use your maths skills although you are also required to write extended
prose answers where you make judgements and justify them.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
EXAM BOARD - OCR
You will follow the OCR Specification and the course will be divided into three units. All
three units are externally examined in separate exams but the final unit will carry the
same weight as the other two combined. The questions in the final unit are based on
pre-release stimulus material. The exams are of 1 hour in length for units 1 and 2, and 1
hour 30 mins for unit 3.
Unit 2 - How the Market
Works (25%): This unit
covers issues within
microeconomics. You will
consider the basic economic
problem and how it affects
the allocation of resources
in competitive markets.
You will cover how price
is determined through
the forces of demand and
supply. You will look at the
factors affecting businesses
and look at the rewards for
work.

Unit 2 - How the Economy Works
(25%): This unit covers issues
within macroeconomics. You
will look at some of the terms
you may be familiar with from
the news: growth, employment/
unemployment and inflation.
You will consider these with
regard to their measurement,
causes, consequences and the
implications for government
policy.

Unit 3 - The UK Economy and
Globalisation (50%): This unit
builds on the knowledge and
skills gained in the other two
units. You look at trade and its
implications. You will consider
the reasons for international
trade and globalisation and the
effect of money exchange rates
on that trade. You will investigate
the concepts of absolute and
relative poverty, including why
some countries are excluded
from enjoying the benefits of
globalisation.

What skills will I Develop?

• develop as an effective and independent
learner
• use an enquiring, critical approach to
distinguish between fact and opinion,
build arguments and make informed
judgements
• apply your knowledge, understanding
and skills to understand current events
in a range of local, national and global

contexts
• understand the perspectives of a range
of different stakeholders in relation to
economic activity
• consider the moral issues that arise as a
result of the impact of economic activity
on the environment and economic
development

I will also get the opportunity to:
• Engage in lively debate
• Undertake relevant trips
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FILM STUDIES

( COMBINED WITH MEDIA STUDIES)

This course builds upon students’ own experience of film, as consumer and creator, and
encourages them to investigate and develop their knowledge and understanding of the
sometimes complex relationship between the film industry and film audiences.
Each student will be expected to complete four linked pieces of coursework which will
give them 50% of your overall marks. In the final term of the course they will complete
two written examinations which will account for the final 50% of their marks.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
EXAM BOARD - WJEC
2 Controlled Exams = 50%
Coursework - 4 Pieces = 50%

Exploring film promotion and promoting your own film.

What skills will I Develop?

In Film Studies, you will look at various aspects of film production and have the
opportunity to develop your own interests in cinema. You will look at the promotion of
films and how they are produced by both Hollywood and non-Hollywood film making
companies. You will be able to read films critically and use the correct terminology to
discuss the various techniques film-makers use.

I will also get the opportunity to:
• Use cameras and computers to design promotional material for a film of your choice
• Make your own short film with filmmakers
• Explore films that interest you - you decide which films you would like to study
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FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION
Food Preparation and Nutrition is designed to give students a wide range of cooking
skills and an in depth understanding of how to prepare nutritious, affordable dishes.
Students will develop the ability to apply the principles of food science and nutrition in
their cooking.
The course is divided into two parts, non exam assessment (coursework delivered
through practical activities and evaluating dishes and processes) which amount to
50% of the final grade and a written exam which amounts to another 50% of the final
grade.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
EXAM BOARD - AQA

Non exam assessments (NEA) 50% of final grade
• Task 1 – Food Investigation (practical investigation) - understanding the functional and chemical
properties of ingredients.
• Task 2 – Food preparation assessment – students show knowledge, skills and understanding of
planning, preparation, cooking and presentation of a wide range of food. As part of this task students
will plan, prepare and present a 3 course meal/dishes within a single period of time.
Written exam (50% of final grade)

• 100 marks (1hr 45 minutes)
• selection of multiple choice and longer exam questions.

What skills will I Develop?

I will also get the opportunity to:
• Learn from visiting speakers
• Evaluate existing products on the market
• Learn how to choose sustainable/environmentally friendly ingredients
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FOUNDATION LEARNING

FOR YEARS 9, 10 OR 11
SUCCESS FOR LEARNING

PREPARING FOR GCSE MATHEMATICS, ENGLISH & VOCATIONAL LEARNING

This option will consist of three parts:
Part 1 - Two lessons of additional English supporting GCSE English with a particular
emphasis on improving grammar, punctuation, reading, comprehension and writing
skills.
Part 2 - Two lessons of additional Mathematics supporting GCSE Maths and practical
applications of Mathematics.
Part 3 - Two lessons of a BTEC Vocational course, which will also enhance pupils
reading, comprehension and writing skills.
With Foundation Learning we offer the opportunity for all students to complete one
vocational award at Entry 3 or Level 1. The vocational course offered is dependent on
the choices of all pupils applying for this option
Pearson’s
Pearson’s
Pearson’s
Pearson’s

BTEC Caring for Children – Entry 3 or Level 1
BTEC Health & Social Care – Level 1.
BTEC Creative Media – Entry 3 or Level 1
BTEC Travel and Tourism Entry 3

By the end of the year, all students will achieve a minimum of three awards/certificates
including: English, Mathematics and a BTEC vocational subject

What skills will I Develop?
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FRENCH

The French GCSE is a linear course where all examinations are taken at the end of the
year. It consists of three themes which are based on some of the topic areas already
covered in KS3, but which will be explored in more detail and complexity in KS4. The
themes are outlined below:
Theme 1 - Identity and culture,
Theme 2 - Local, national, international and global areas of interest
Theme 3 – Current and future study and employment

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
EXAM BOARD - AQA

There are 4 question papers and two tiers, Foundation and Higher

• Paper 1 – Listening (25%)
• Paper 2 – Speaking (25%)
• Paper 3 – Reading (25%)
• Paper 4 – Writing (25%)

What skills will I Develop?

• Enhanced communication skills,
listening skills and spontaneous speech
• Confidence
• Leadership
• Independent learning
• ICT Skills
• Grammatical knowledge - an in-depth

understanding of how a language works
• Reading and Writing skills - an ability
to decode unfamiliar language
• Collaborative learning
• Creative use of language
• Organisational skills

I will also get the opportunity to:
• Work individually and in groups
• Study the culture of different French speaking countries
• Participate in subject specific visits and /or curriculum trips
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GEOGRAPHY
At EGA we study the AQA exam specification. This exciting course is based on
a balanced framework of physical and human geography. It allows students to
investigate the link between the two themes, and approach and examine the battles
between the man-made and natural worlds.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
EXAM BOARD - EDEXCEL
Assessment - 35% of GCSE
The challenge of natural
hazards, The living world,
Physical landscapes in the UK,
Geographical skills.
Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes

35% of GCSE
Urban issues and
challenges, The changing
economic world, The
challenge of resource
management, Geographical
skills
Written exam: 1 hour 30
minutes

30% of GCSE
Issue evaluation,
Fieldwork, Geographical
skills
Written exam: 1 hour 15
minutes

What skills will I Develop?

Using photo and satellite images

What topics will I study?
• Tectonic Hazards (Earthquakes, Volcanoes,
Tsunamis)
• Tropical Storms
• Extreme Weather in the UK
• Climate Change
• Tropical Rainforests
• Hot Deserts
• Cold Environments
• Coasts

• Rivers
• Glaciation
• Changing Urban Areas
• Development
• Economics of the UK
• Energy
• Food Resources
• Water Resources

I will also get the opportunity to:
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• Participate in at least two fieldtrips. Do extensive fieldwork and analyse their results
and evaluate techniques. Trips will include…
• Loughton Brook in Epping Forest
• The River Thames
• Westfield Shopping Centre
• Residential fieldtrip to the Chilterns for intense revision workshop

HISTORY
History offers a single GCSE specification that gives you the freedom to select
from the most popular topics in current Modern World and Schools History Project
specifications, as well as a number of exciting new topics, including some that are
brand new to GCSE

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
EXAM BOARD - EDEXCEL
Paper1 -1 hour and 15
minutes.
It is worth 52 marks and is
30% of your GCSE This is
called the Thematic study
and historic environment.
The study is made up of two
sections.
(A): Historic environment
10% of the total mark. This
is, ‘The British sector on the
Western From1914-1918’
(B): The thematic study 20%
of the total mark. This is
‘Medicine in Britain, C1250present.’

Paper 2 - 1 hour and 45
minutes.
It is worth 64 marks and
is 40% of your GCSE. This
paper is divided into two
sections:
(A): Period study This
20% of your GCSE. ‘The
American West, c18351895’
(B): British depth
study This 20% of your
GCSE. Option B4 ‘Early
Elizabethan England,
1558-88’

Paper 3 - 1 hour and 20
minutes.
It is worth 52 marks 30%
of your GCSE
The Modern Depth
Study.
‘Weimar and Nazi
Germany 1918-1939’
Section A: 2 questions
on sources, testing
knowledge and
understanding.
Section B: A fourpart question based
on 2 sources and 2
interpretations.

What skills will I Develop?

The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable students to:

• Develop and extend their knowledge
and understanding of specified key
events, periods and societies in local,
British, and wider world history; and of
the wide diversity of human experience.
• Engage in historical enquiry to develop
as independent learners and as critical
and reflective thinkers.
• Develop the ability to ask relevant
questions about the past, to investigate
issues critically and to make valid

historical claims by using a range of
sources in their historical context.
• Develop an awareness of why people,
events and developments have been
accorded historical significance and how
and why different interpretations have
been constructed about them.
• Organise and communicate their
historical knowledge and understanding
in different ways and reach substantiated
conclusions.

I will also get the opportunity to:
• Visit the theatre to see 'The Doctor's Show'.
• Visit Museums
• Develop thinking skills so you can decide for yourself
• Acquire skills which colleges respect and value
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MUSIC
Music is a subject unlike any other. A subject that develops creativity, independent
learning skills, self-discipline, the ability to work collaboratively, a subject that is practical
and fun yet regarded as a highly academic qualification at the same time. With such
transferable skills developed over the course of GCSE Music it is no wonder why both
employers and institutions of further and higher education hold the qualification in high
regard.
Music is a vast subject and the study of music will center around three core areas:

• Listening and Appraising
• Performance (Solo and Ensemble)
• Composition

A GCSE in Music will develop students as well-rounded young musicians, while
enhancing academic achievement in the wider context of the school. Many studies
conclude that Music can improve recall and retention of verbal information; advance
mathematic achievement and boost reading and English language skills.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
EXAM BOARD - EDUQAS
Performing - 30%
Solo and Ensemble
Grade 3 Standard

Listening & Appraising - 40%
AOS1 Musical Forms and
Devices
AOS2 Music for Ensemble
AOS3 Film Music
AOS4 Popular Music

Composition - 30%
(4-6 mins)
Free Composition
Exam Board Composition

What skills will I Develop?

I will also get the opportunity to:
• Compose in a variety of styles using professional equipment in the music studio.
Students will learn techniques and devices to produce professional, original compositions
that reflect both their interests and unique personalities.
• Develop my instrumental skills via one:one tuition from a specialist teacher during
school time. Lessons are available in Voice, Guitar, Piano/Keyboard, Violin, Cello, Trumpet,
French Horn, Drums, Recorder, Saxophone, Clarinet, Basoon and Flute.
• Experience workshops by industry professionals and gain musical exposure via
performance opportunities in the wider community.
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MEDIA STUDIES

(COMBINED WITH FILM STUDIES)

This GCSE option is designed to enable candidates to develop a critical
understanding of the role of mass media in society. Students will discover the role mass
media plays in contemporary society, providing us with information and entertainment.
In addition, students will study how the media plays an important part in shaping
attitudes and social values. Controlled assessment makes up 50% of the overall grade.
An exam at the end of the year is worth 50% of the overall grade.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
EXAM BOARD - WJEC
Controlled Test = 50%
Coursework = 50%

Three essays + one major production task

What skills will I Develop?

You will develop your abilities to analyse a range of media texts, including film, DVD
covers and popular music. You will be able to analyse media consumption from different
audiences and understand media’s role in the formation of social attitudes. You will also
develop your skills in media production through storyboarding, research and design.

I will also get the opportunity to:
• Participate in various school and community initiatives where you learn new skills,
such as recording and editing.
• Study media texts that you find interesting and relevant to your own life.
• Use your coursework and major production piece as a portfolio of work.
• Use the latest IT equipment to produce your controlled assessment.

24

PSYCHOLOGY
Psychology is the scientific study of the mind and of behaviour. The GCSE Psychology
course content is taught in two parts and is assessed with two written exams at the end
of the course. Each of these exams is 1 hour 45 minutes and is 50% of the GCSE (no
coursework).
Paper 1: Cognition and Behaviour:

• Memory
• Perception
• Development
• Research Methods
Paper 2: Social Context and Behaviour

• Social Influence
• Language, Thought and Communication
• Brain and Neuropsychology
• Psychological Problems

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
EXAM BOARD AQA

What skills will I Develop?

I will also get the opportunity to:
• Design Research
• Conduct Research
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
EXAM BOARD - AQA
Practical = 40%
1. Performing and being
assesses in 3 sports. These
could include:
• Netball
• Trampolining
• Badminton
• Table Tennis
2. Analysis of Performance

Theory = 60%
Component 2:
1. Applied anatomy & Phys.
2. Movement analysis
3. Physical training
4. Use of data
5. Sport Psych.
6. Socio-cultural influences
7. Health, fitness and well-being

}

3 sports to be assessed in:
• 1 team
• 1 individual
• 1 choice
1 Analysis of performance

}

Paper 1 - 1 hour 15
mins (written)
78 Marks
30%
Paper 2- 1 hour 15
mins. (written)
78 Marks
30%
• Multiple choice
• Short answer
• Extended answer

What skills will I Develop?

I will also get the opportunity to:
• Take part in a sport outside of school
• Regularly participate in extra-curricular clubs
• Have a passion for sport.
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SPANISH
The Spanish GCSE is a linear course where all examinations are taken at the end of the
year. It consists of three themes which are based on some of the topic areas already
covered in KS3, but which will be explored in more detail and complexity in KS4. The
themes are outlined below:
Theme 1 - Identity and culture,
Theme 2 - Local, national, international and global areas of interest
Theme 3 – Current and future study and employment

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
EXAM BOARD - AQA

There are 4 question papers and two tiers, Foundation and Higher

• Paper 1 – Listening (25%)
• Paper 2 – Speaking (25%)
• Paper 3 – Reading (25%)
• Paper 4 – Writing (25%)

What skills will I Develop?

• Enhanced communication skills,
listening skills and spontaneous speech
• Confidence
• Leadership
• Independent learning
• ICT Skills
• Grammatical knowledge - an in-depth

understanding of how a language works
• Reading and Writing skills - an ability
to decode unfamiliar language
• Collaborative learning
• Creative use of language
• Organisational skills

I will also get the opportunity to:
• Work individually and in groups
• Study the culture of different Spanish speaking countries
• Participate in subject specific visits and /or curriculum trips
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SOCIOLOGY
Sociology is an exciting subject, which explores human social behaviour and the
societies in which people live. Sociology is interested in what causes people to act
in a certain way. It is also interested in analysing how society influences people’s
behaviour and how families, peers, television, school etc… can influence us and
shape our ideas and behaviour.
Sociology aims to help you to be more critical of the world around you. You are
invited to challenge the way you think about the world you live in. Sociology
shapes your thinking and gives you insight and the skills to analyse social life in a
mature and balanced fashion.
Some of the topics to study in sociology include:
•
Family and Identity
•
Crime and Deviance
•
Mass Media
•
Education
•
Research Methods

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
EXAM BOARD - OCR
Exam = 100%

Paper 1 - 25%,

Paper 2 - 50% (2 papers)

Paper 3 - 25%		

What skills will I Develop?

• Essay writing
• Evaluate statements
• Write and carry out
questionnaires

•
•
•
•

Interview people
Observe human behaviour
Analysis of statistical data
Discussion

I will also get the opportunity to:
•
•
•
•
•

Listen to visiting speakers
Carry out my own sociological research
Visit universities
Visit and study work places
View the media critically
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Am I ready for GCSE?
Attendance %

Reading Age

Average Commitment to
Learning

Average Progress

What do the
colours mean?
Green – I am
ready to start
GCSE options in
year 9. I must
keep working
hard to ensure
I excel.
Mostly Yellow –
I am nearly
ready to start
GCSE options in
year 9. Some
additional
support may be
needed.
Mostly Blue – I
am not ready
yet. Additional
support and a
wider range of
pathways may
need to be
considered.

What are my development areas?

What are my planned actions to make sure I am ready to excel at GCSE?
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Name:

Tutor Group:

PREFERENCES PLANNING SHEET
You will study 4 or for some of you 5 of the subjects listed below.
Please identify 5 subjects you would like to study and
write the numbers 1,2,3,4 & 5 in the boxes
below,- 1 should be the subject you would most like to study.
Tick one box below.
Subjects with * are not available in Year 9

Art & Design

French*

Art & Design Photography & Print

Geography

Art & Design Textiles

History

Business Studies*

Media & Film Studies combined

Citizenship

Music

Computer Science

PE

Dance

Psychology*

Drama

Sociology*

Economics*

Spanish*

Food Technology

Foundation Learning Package
of qualifications. (Level 1)

NOW CHECK YOU HAVE CHOSEN A RANGE OF SUBJECTS
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My pathway to success planning sheet
Year 9 –11

Name:_____________________________________________Tutor Group________
UNIVERSITY

EDUCATIONAL GOAL

FUTHER EDUCATION
EMPLOYMENT

Starting September 2020

YEAR 12 & 13

Starting September 2019

YEAR 11

Starting September 2017

YEAR 10

Possible Year 12/13 choices
As/A2/ Vocational/Apprenticeship...

Make your choices here in order of preference:

1.
2.
Make your choices here in order of preference:

1.
2.

Year 9—you will start study for GCSE’s. You will all study ; English, Maths, Science, RE and
your language GCSE.
You will then follow your own individual pathway which will be discussed in skills sessions and
through teacher and parent meetings.

If you were to take a GCSE in Year 9 which one would you choose ?
________________________________________
—————————————————————————
REMEMBER, YOU MUST CHOOSE EITHER HISTORY OR GEOGRAPHY AS ONE OF
YOUR OPTION CHOICES IN EITHER YEAR 9, 10, OR 11.
This is a copy of the form you will complete at your interview. You may want to use it to plan your
choices with your family
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