
Attendance at EGA



Time for a quiz



What is the expected minimum attendance 
percentage set out by the Government?

A.  80% 
B.  85% 
C.  90%
D.  95%



What is the expected minimum attendance 
percentage set out by the Government?

The answer is ‘D’: 95%
This is the minimum expectation that the 
Government have for all children to attend 
school.



What absence percentage is considered as 
‘persistent absenteeism’ by the Government?

A.  >30% 
B.  >20% 
C.  >10%
D.  >5%



What absence percentage is considered as 
‘persistent absenteeism’ by the Government?

The answer is ‘C’: >10%
Any absence above 10% is classified 
as ‘persistent absenteeism’.



For what reason(s) are students allowed a day off 
school?

A.  To visit a relative 
B.  To go to the Dentist / Doctor 
C.  To go on Holiday 
D.  To buy school uniform 
E.  Because it is their birthday



For what reason(s) are students allowed a day off 
school?

None of these reasons!
Students can attend emergency medical and 
dental appointments, but it is important that they 
attend school before/after these appointments, 
where possible. Time may be given in exceptional 
circumstances at the discretion of the Head 
teacher. This is extremely unusual.



If a student is late to school will this count as an 
absence?

A.  Yes – always 
B.  Yes – if they arrive after 10:00
C.  Yes – if they arrive after break
D.  No – Never



If a student is late to school will this count as an 
absence?

The answer is ‘B’: a student will be 
counted as absent for that school 
session (half a day) if they arrive 
after the register closes at 10:00. 



If Layla has 90% attendance at the end of the 
school year, how much time has she missed?

A.  3 weeks
B.  2 weeks 
C.  4 weeks 
D.  5 weeks 
E.  1 week



If Layla has 90% attendance at the end of the 
school year, how much time has she missed?

The answer is ‘C’: 4 weeks - this is a lot when 
you realise that the student school year is only 
38 weeks long! 

If Layla keeps her attendance at 90% for her whole 
five years at secondary school, she will have missed 
over half a year of school – 20 weeks!!



If Layla has 90% attendance at the end of Year 11, 
how much will this detrimentally affect each of her 
GCSE grades?

A.  1/3 of a GCSE grade
B.  1/2 of a GCSE grade
C.  1 full GCSE grade
D.  2 full GCSE grades



If Layla has 90% attendance at the end of Year 11, 
how much will this detrimentally affect each of her 
GCSE grades?
The answer is ‘C’: 1 full GCSE grade
Think about what learning would Layla have missed in that 
time!
Research suggests that just 17 days missed from school 
equates to a full GCSE grade in each subject.



Who can help to improve a student’s attendance?
A. The student
B. The student’s parent(s)/family
C. Teachers
D. Pastoral Managers
E. The Senior Leadership team
F. The Head Teacher
G. Outside Agencies



Who can help to improve a student’s attendance?
The answer, of course, is all of 
these people.
We all have a responsibility to monitor and 
encourage student attendance, to ensure 
that the young person is able to attend 
school and maintain their education 
wherever possible. 



What does poor attendance 
look like?

Satisfactory Attendance: <5% 
absence
Warning Signs: <10% - >5% 
absence
Chronic Absence: >10% absence
Emergency: >20% absence



Parents can support attendance by:
Parents can support attendance by:
● Discussing attendance and punctuality with their children and 

lining it to academic achievement 
● Help establish a good morning and evening routine 
● Ensure that their child goes to school every morning 
● Support the school and any proposed interventions where a child is 

identified as struggling to come to school every day on time.


