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Tuesday, 12 November 2019 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Over the last few weeks students have been thinking a lot about their next steps. Stu-
dents have had the opportunity to try taster lessons, meet professionals to discuss their 
aspirations and attend our Progression Fair. It is also the time of year that students attend 
college and sixth form open events.   
 
It is, however, important to highlight that students’ first priority at the moment must be 
studying for their GCSEs. Whilst it is fantastic to research next steps, this must not be to 
the detriment of doing the work necessary to gain access to the courses students want to 
follow next year. For this reason, we would recommend attending no more than seven or 
eight open events and making applications to a maximum of five institutions. 
 
A small number of families have requested that students leave school early - before 3.25 
or 4.00 on a Thursday - to attend open events. In almost every case, we have not granted 
permission and will continue with this policy. The vast majority of open events take place 
after school and run for a number of hours so there is plenty of time for students to 
attend outside of school time. If students are attending open events after school they 
should travel directly to the college or sixth form from EGA. If they wish to change their 
clothes, they can make use of facilities at EGA to do this. If parents, carers or family mem-
bers are accompanying students, please meet them at EGA or at the open event. There 
should be no reason for students to return home prior to an open event. 
 
Finally, may I remind parents, carers and students that legally students must attend all 
lessons every day until they have completed their final examinations in June. This includes 
during mock and actual examinations, when lessons will continue to run as usual. Over 
many years we have found that this arrangement maximises students’ achievement in 
their exams and helps them to manage their workload most effectively. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

Sarah Beagley 
Headteacher 
 


