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Heights of Ambition, Depths of Provision



GCSE Success already

65% of the current Year group are on track to achieve grade 
5+ in their GCSEs

93% of the current Year group are on track to achieve grade 
4+ in their GCSEs

Year 11 already have 3 GCSEs - 1 Language and 2 Options 



GCSE Success of last years cohort
English and Maths GCSEs 

A grade 4 is called a standard pass and a grade 5 is called a 
strong pass. 

English and Maths at grade 4+ = 79%

English and Maths at grade 5+ = 52%

Top Grades 

38% of students achieved 3 or more at Grade 7 or above 

11 students achieved 5 or more grades at Grade 9 

NO EGA Student left without a qualification



EGA Student Destinations
Kadiesat Turay - Warwick University to study Sociology 

Blessing Obude - University of Nottingham to study Cognitive Neuroscience and Psychology with a 
year Computer Science

Lola King - Guildhall University to study Set design 

Lattina DaCosta - University Arts London to study Photography 

Leticia Sandoval - University College London to study Anthropology 

Ellie May Bartlett - Training to be an Estate Agent with Keller Williams 

Olivia Christie - Southampton University to study Podiatry 

Aybike Tasyurdu - Goldsmiths University to study Law with Politics and Human rights 

Amanda Zere - University of Bristol to study Economics and Management 

Milly Fiore - Cambridge University to study English 

Nafeesa Ahmed - Westminster University to study Sociology



What did it take for these students to achieve such 
success? What do they all have in common?



Steps to success

Attendance over 96% 

Punctuality over 96% 

Revision timetable and study plans 

Keep in regular contact with teachers

Attending all intervention

Attend extra curricular activities

Establish and main healthy habits



Attendance and Punctuality

What it looks like when students miss learning in a year

90% = Close to a half 
term off school

  

80%  =  1.5 half terms 
off school

70%  = 1 full term off 
school



Pupils with no absence are 3 times more likely to achieve 5+ 
GCSEs 9 - 5 including English and mathematics than pupils 

missing 15-20 percent of KS4 lessons.



October Mini Mock Dates

Year 11 Mock Exams

Date Period 1 and 2 Period 3 and 4 Period 5 and 6

Monday 11th October
Combined Science (75 mins)   
Biology* (105 mins) English Lit (50 mins)

Tuesday 12th October English Lang (45 mins) History (60 mins)

Wednesday 13th October Chemistry* (105 mins)
Citizenship (90 mins)                    
Media Studies (90 mins)

Thursday 14th October Physics* (105 mins)
Economics (90 mins)               
Classical Civilisation (90 mins) Maths Non-Calculator Paper (90 mins)

Friday 15th October Maths Calculator Paper (90 mins)
*Triple Science Mocks



Study Plan
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Interventions

Monday - English 

Tuesday - Science

Wednesday - Wellbeing Wednesdays (yoga, exercise, gym, art)

Thursday - Maths

Friday - Options subjects

Interventions start at 3.30pm and end at 4.15pm.



How parents and carers can support
This is an ideal time for you to help them form good habits 
that will set them up for the future, not only in terms of 
lifestyle (eating the right foods, being active, building 
resilience) but also in helping them discover which ways of 
learning suit them most and which environments limit them 
versus which help them flourish.

Effective revision also requires developing and growing 
essential life skills, such as good time management; the 
ability to deal with situations when things go wrong; and 
finding the right balance between work and play. These are 
areas where you have lots of experience and can help them 
develop systems that work best for them.



How parents and carers can support

● Help create good sleeping habits  
○ Teenagers need between 8 - 10 hours of sleep every night
○ This means if they have to be up at 7, they should have already been in bed 

by 10 and reading 
○ Remove their phones and get them an alarm clock

● Eating the right food 
○ Try to ensure they have a healthy breakfast before leaving the house (even 

if it is only cereal). Breakfast is the most important meal of the day.
● Reminder to drink enough water 

○ Not drinking enough water reduces productivity, both mentally and 
physically, and symptoms can include tiredness, confusion, reduced energy 
levels and the temptation to snack when not actually hungry (thirst is 
often mistaken for hunger).



How parents and carers can support
● Creating the right environment to help your child study 

for their GCSEs 
○ Help them find a calm space to revise. Things to consider are noise 

levels, lighting, ability to store their work tidily, not being 
disturbed by other family members.

● Emphasise the importance of attendance and punctuality 
● Support with getting your child to attend P7 

interventions 
● Encourage reading, especially rereading set texts again 

like Animal farm and create revision cards
● Revision guides



Key Dates - Mocks exams and Parental Contact

Date Event
Monday 11th October - Friday 15th October Mock Exams

Tuesday 19th October Progression Fair

Monday 15th November Academic Review Day

Monday 29th November - Friday 10th December Mock Exams

Monday 29th November Year 11 Parents Coffee Morning

Wednesday 12th January Year 11 Parents’ Evening

Monday 14th March - Friday 25th March Mock Exams

Middle of May GCSE Exams Begin



Reporting



Reporting



The 9-1 Grading System



YEAR 11 NEXT STEPS



Post 16 Timeline 

During the autumn term: IAG meetings with Careers Lead, 
Research appropriate courses at college and sixth form, look 
at the possibility of an apprenticeship 

Tuesday 19th October: Progression Fair

Friday 22nd October: Deadline for Personal Statements and CVs

November: Attend open events, start to apply for colleges

January: Deadlines for most sixth form/college applications

February/March: Attend interviews

March onwards: Accept places at colleges and sixth forms



Vocational or Academic?

Things to consider:

● GCSE grades - you need a majority of 5s and 6s to do A 
Levels at most Colleges and Sixth Forms.

● Favoured style of working - do you perform well in exams 
or do better in coursework/controlled assessment.

● What do you want to do in the future? - Some careers are 
better started with a vocational course and you can go to 
university with either type of qualification.



Vocational Options
You might want to consider:

● BTEC Level 3 (equivalent to A 
Level, 2 year course)

● BTEC Level 2 (equivalent to GCSE 
Grade 4-9, 1 year course)

● Apprenticeship (various levels)

● Industry specific options (e.g. 
BRIT School or London Screen 
Academy)



 Apprenticeship

Level 2 Apprenticeship – go into straight after year 11 – average salary £150 a week

Level 3 Apprenticeship – go into after Post-16 qualifications (Level 3) – average salary 
£18,000 and often pay for further qualifications.

Higher Apprenticeships – can include degrees and have a higher earning potential

Employment:

Needs to have some sort of formal training linked to it.



T Levels (Transitional Levels)

T Levels are new courses which follow GCSEs and are equivalent to 3 A levels. These 2-year courses, 
which launched September 2020, have been developed in collaboration with employers and 
businesses so that the content meets the needs of industry and prepares students for work, further 
training or study.

T Levels offer students a mixture of classroom learning and ‘on-the-job’ experience during an industry 
placement of at least 315 hours (approximately 45 days).

Minimum entry requirements: Grade 6 

The academic rigour of A levels combined with work experience. 



A Levels
You will study three (or sometimes four) A Levels.

● Consider which subjects you like

● Look at University entry requirements or higher 
apprenticeship 

● There are lots of new subjects on offer i.e Photography, 
Fashion etc



College Vs Sixth Form 

Sixth Form: 

● They offer A Level and Level 3 BTEC qualifications 
● Smaller settings, more pastoral care
● Greater extracurricular opportunities
● 16-19

Colleges: 

● GCSE, A Levels and Vocational courses (BTEC All levels)
● Larger setting 
● 16+ (Adult learners can attend)



Don’t close the door!
For lots of careers, the post 
16 courses you take don’t 
matter but…

...Medicine, Veterinary 
Science and Engineering 
require particular 
combinations of STEM subjects.

You may also hear colleges 
talking about facilitating 
subjects.



GCSE grades

5 or more GCSEs at Grade 5 and above = A level, T 
level, Advanced Apprenticeship and BTEC level 3 
extended diploma

4 or more GCSEs at Grade 4 = BTEC Level 3

4 or more GCSEs at Grade 3 = BTEC Level 2 with the 
opportunity to resit Maths and English

4 or more GCSEs at Grade 2 and below = BTEC Level 1 or 
Entry Level



Support we’ll provide at EGA:
● Guidance meetings with Ms Siddique (Careers Lead)
● Information assemblies and events (including Progression 

Fair)
● Careers guidance - Mr Shemoon, Ms Ndona, Ms Henry and Ms 

Siddique

What you can do at home:
● Discuss aspirations for the future with your daughter
● Attend Open Evenings with her and ask questions
● Support revision and good learning habits
● Encourage your daughter to be optimistic but realistic



The best preparation for College or Sixth Form is excellent learning 
habits and GCSE grades!

● Correct focus
● Clear routines
● Spaced practice 
● Interleaving (mixing up subjects and topics)



Overcoming the ‘Forgetting Curve’



Achieve Without Limits



Subject Guidance - Maths
● At EGA we follow the EDEXCEL exam board for maths. This is 

assessed by three exams of 90 minutes each. The first is without 
a calculator and the second and third are with a calculator.

● You can follow what we are doing in the google classroom.
● There are lots of great resources that can help your daughter: 

Mathswatch, Corbettmaths, Mathsgenie, Justmaths etc 
● Talk to your daughter about how she is doing and what she is 

learning. Phone or email us if you have any concerns.
● Make sure she has a calculator and brings it to school.
● Make sure she is working independently at home as well as at 

school - help her find a quiet space away from distractions.
● Encourage her to come to interventions. Thursday is maths day.













Subject Guidance - Science

● There are a total of 6 exams in Combined Science Trilogy 
(which is 2 GCSEs) or Separate Science (which is 3 GCSEs)

● We do the AQA exam Board. 
● Ask you daughter to show you her Educake online quizzes set 

for homework and check she is setting her own questions for 
revision

● Ask to see the knowledge organiser for a topic and ask  her 
questions from the content on the sheet

● Ask to see her last test or exam and see if she can now answer 
questions she may have got wrong before

● Make sure she balances work times with break times by 
following a revision schedule



Resources - Science

● Intervention and drop in classes every Tuesday
● Google Classroom - There is a Science Revision Google 

classroom with exam papers and advice
● Educake - online home work and revision
● Bitesize on the BBC
● Oak Academy - Videos produced during lockdown on English, 

Maths and Science
● Revision Guides available on Parent Pay



Subject Guidance - English Literature and English Language
● At EGA we follow the AQA exam board. 
● Students study two English GCSE  courses: English Literature and 

English Language.
● There are 4 exams in total (2 for Literature, 2 for Language)
● All students also have the opportunity to achieve a separate 

Speaking and Listening certificate.



How can I support my child in English?

1) Interventions: Mondays from 3.30-4.10. Students have a timetabled intervention 

class once a fortnight. Please support your child in attending these sessions.

2) Homework: All students are set one reading homework and one educake quiz which 

is due every Monday. Later in the year, students will be set the EGA English Revision 

booklet. You can track your child’s English homework through Google 

classroom/Educake.

3) Reading: is one of the most important things any English student can do to help both 

their analytical and their writing skills, as well as help with well being. Please 

encourage your child to read at home regularly (this can also be a great way to relax 

from exam revision!)



Useful Revision Resources for English:

1. Educake

2. Google Classroom (all lessons they have been taught will be 

available)

3. Seneca learning

4. BBC Bitesize

5. Royal Shakespeare Company

6. EGA school website


