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November 2021

Dear Year 10 students and families,

You are now at the stage of confirming your final two options, which will complete your GCSE
programme of study. You have already been awarded grades for your language and will take two further
options this year. You may have altered your plans for the future or developed an interest in a subject
that you didn’t previously have in the last year so this is a chance to review your choices.

Please remember that all students at EGA must study History or Geography. If you have not yet taken
one of these subjects, you will need to do so next year. We also expect all students to take a creative
subject - Art (Mixed Media, Print or Textiles focus), Food, Music, Drama, Dance or PE. Again, if you have
not yet taken one of these subjects you should choose one of them next year.

Other than this, you have a free choice of subjects. Please read the information carefully and speak to
teachers and other students who have taken options you are interested in.

You will be submitting your choices via Google Forms. We will do this in tutor time so make sure you
bring in your Chromebook every day. You must submit the form by Wednesday 15 December.

Enjoy making your choices.

Mr Scott
Deputy Headteacher

Mr Evans
Head of Year 10
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ART MIXED MEDIA, PRINT OR TEXTILES
Art is a course where students will develop artwork by looking at the work of Artists’ and the world
around them. Students will be introduced to a variety of techniques through focused practical tasks and
will then work on an independent project for their portfolio. Pupils will have opportunities to go to local
and national galleries, and have the chance to meet professional Artists’.

MIXED MEDIA Students will be based in the Drawing and Painting Studio. They will develop skills in
drawing, painting, photography, printmaking and mixed media. With outcomes
focusing on Mixed Media techniques and relevant Mixed Media Fine Artists’.

PRINT Students will be based in the Print Studio. They will develop skills in drawing,
photography, collage, mono printing, lino printing and screen printing. With outcomes
focusing in Printing and Collage techniques and relevant Print and Collage Artists’.

TEXTILES Students will be based in the Textiles Studio. They will develop skills in drawing,
painting, photography, hand and machine embroidery, quilting, felt making and
printing. With outcomes focusing on Textiles techniques and Textiles Artists’.

Students should only opt for one of the three Fine Art focuses: Mixed Media, Print or Textiles, as the
qualification received is the same.

If you have any questions about the course, please ask your Art, Print & Textiles teachers for further
details.

COURSE CONTENT
Exam Board – AQA Qualification – GCSE 1-9 in Art and Design (Fine Art)

60% Component 01 – Portfolio
A portfolio that contains all work made by a student in lessons and clubs. This will be from
teacher-led starting points and a sustained personal project.

40% Component 02 – Externally Set Assignment
Students will choose from a set of starting points given by the exam board, they have a term to
produce artwork in response and 10 hours to complete their final outcome.

What careers would this support?
Animator
Architect

Artist
Arts Conservator

Book Artist
Book Illustrator

Calligraphy and Font Designer
Ceramicist

Costume Designer

Creative Copywriter
Fashion Designer
Furniture Designer
Graphic Designer

Illustrator
Interior /Landscape Designer

Jewellery Designer
Makeup Artist

Metalwork Designer

Museum /Gallery Conservator
Paper Making
Photographer

Print/Surface Designer
Product Designer

Prop and Set Designer
Sculptor

Special Effects Designer
Web Designer
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I will also get the opportunity to:
● Develop my fine motor skills through processes such as drawing.
● Develop my observation skills through looking at Artists’ work and creating work from primary

sources.
● Develop my visual literacy through critical analysis of both my own work and that of Artists’.
● Link my practice to Art History and the work of Artists’, Craftspeople and Designers through

research and exhibition visits.
● Expand my own practical skills by taking risks, experimenting with a variety of media and

processes.
● Expand and share my intentions with my peers and teachers, using their feedback to help me

realise my personal responses to projects.
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BUSINESS STUDIES
GCSE in Business Studies is designed to give learners skills for life and work. The content of the
subject has both practical and theoretical  aspects. Students will develop entrepreneurial skills
which will enhance  their abilities in spotting business opportunities and putting business  ideas
into practice. Students will explore the process of building and  growing a business. They will
learn how to make decisions and solve business related problems including; marketing,
financial, operational  and human resource matters. They will also understand how external
factors can affect a business.

COURSE CONTENT
EXAM BOARD - EDEXCEL
All students complete two externally written examinations in May/June, each  contributing 50%
of the overall qualification.

Theme 1: Investigating Small Business
(Written examination: 90 minutes)
Content Overview
Topic 1.1 Enterprise and entrepreneurship
Topic 1.2 Spotting a business opportunity
Topic 1.3 Putting a business idea into
practice
Topic 1.4 Making the business effective
Topic 1.5 Understanding external influence on
business

Theme 2: Building a Business (Written
examination: 90 minutes)
Content Overview
Topic 2.1 Growing the business
Topic 2.2 Making marketing decisions
Topic 2.3 Making product decision
Topic 2.4 Making financial decisions
Topic 2.5 Making human resource decisions

What careers would this support?
Careers in law, human relations, marketing, business management, finance, banking.

I will also get the opportunity to:
● Undertake enterprise activities
● Participate in group business projects & presentations
● Use ICT effectively
● Participate in business trips and workshops
● Meet some important business people
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CITIZENSHIP - GOVERNMENT & POLITICS
GCSE Citizenship is an excellent preparation for those who wish to study politics, history or law
at a higher level.

The course allows students to take on responsible citizenship actions  and play a positive role
in public and democratic life as informed and active citizens. A local to global approach means
that students build on their key stage 3 studies and are introduced to core concepts and ideas
as to how citizenship and political action impacts  on their lives. They will then build on this with
the introduction of theory and the “bigger  picture” as they progress through the course.

Students develop knowledge and understanding of the role of citizenship and political  actions
in relation to current issues that impact on modern society, engaging them with  what it means
to be an active citizen and preparing them for the next step in today’s  globalised world.

COURSE CONTENT
EXAM BOARD - EDEXCEL
Paper 1
Written examination; 1 hour and 45  minutes
50% of the qualification (80 marks)
Content overview
Theme A: Living in the UK
Theme B: Democracy at work in the UK
Theme C: Law and Justice

Paper 2
Written examination: 1 hour and 45  minutes
50 % of the qualification (80 Marks) Content
overview
Theme D: power and influence Theme E:
taking citizenship action

What careers would this support?
GCSE Citizenship provides an excellent foundation for the successful study of politics and
government at A level.

Qualifications in politics can lead to a career in the charity sector, public sector services,the
legal sector, higher education, social services and social research.

I will also get the opportunity to:
● Participate in school and local community based activities  with visiting speakers
● Visit the House of Commons and The Royal Courts of Justice to participate in a

workshop and mock trial
● Active Citizenship Project - Campaign on an issue that is important to you.
● Work with professionals like lawyers and activists.
● Be involved in the Street Law Project with the College of Law Students
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CLASSICAL CIVILISATION
In Classical Civilisation, we explore the myths and legends of Ancient Greece and Rome, like
the stories of Pandora’s Box and ‘The Odyssey’. We also look at the real lives of people who
lived at the time: their clothes, their houses, their wars, and their love lives! We then use these
facts to think about the values the Ancient Greeks and Romans held in their society, and how
they still affect our lives today. If you enjoyed reading ‘The Iliad’ and ‘The Odyssey’ in your
English lessons, like myths and legends, or want a chance to think more deeply about art and
design, then consider Classical Civilisation!

COURSE CONTENT
EXAM BOARD - OCR / Examination details: 100% Exam

Exam 1: Women in the Ancient World
● Life in Ancient Greece for women.
● Life in Ancient Rome for women.
● Greek and Roman legends about

women.

Exam 2: The Homeric World
● Archaeological and artistic evidence for

life in Mycenae.
● The Odyssey.

Two written assessments with a mix of short answer and  extended response questions, all
compulsory. The extended response questions will  require candidates to draw together
different areas of knowledge, skills and/or  understanding from across the specification,
analysing what that knowledge can tell us.

What careers would this support?
Like all humanities subjects, Classical Civilisation supports you in careers that might involve a
lot of reading, writing, and analysing evidence. Some examples might include:

● Law
● Museum work.
● Archaeology.
● Journalism.
● Writers.
● Artists.

Classical Civilisation can also be continued at A Level.

I will also get the opportunity to:
● Visit museums and galleries.
● Learn from visiting speakers.
● Listen to lectures and storytelling from Classical academics.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE
Computer Science (Computing) gives students a real, in-depth understanding of how computer
technology works. It will develop your critical thinking, analysis and problem-solving skills and it
provides excellent preparation for higher study and employment in software development.
Students that do well in Computer Science have good mathematical and language ability. They
enjoy the process of applying their skills to a range of problems.

COURSE CONTENT
EXAM BOARD - EDEXCEL
Component 1: Principles of Computer Science (50%)
Written Examination
1 Hour 30 Minutes (75 marks)
Component 2: Application of Computational Thinking (50%)
On-screen Live Coding Examination
2 hours (75 marks)

Single Award GCSE (9-1)

What careers would this support?
Software Engineer: The role also covers writing diagnostic programs and designing and writing
code for operating systems and software to ensure efficiency. When required, you'll make
recommendations for future developments.
Cyber Security Analyst: Cyber security analysts help to protect an organisation by employing a
range of technologies and processes to prevent, detect and manage cyber threats. This can
include protection of computers, data, networks and programmes.
Games Developer: Working in games development, you'll be involved in the creation and
production of games for personal computers, games consoles, social/online games, arcade
games, tablets, mobile phones and other handheld devices.
Applications Developer: Applications developers translate software requirements into workable
programming code and maintain and develop programs for use in business.

What programming languages will I need to learn?
You will learn Python coding as this will be required for your exams and controlled assessment.
Students that do well in programming are resilient and have fun working  independently.
I will also get the opportunity to visit an organisation where programming is used. You can
continue with your studies at college where you can do an A-level in Computing.
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DANCE
Dance is a hugely rewarding course to study. It encompasses both the technical and creative
application of dance as well as academic study of the subject. Alongside studying dance,
students will develop creative and analytical skills. As choreographers, students employ the
skills of problem-solving and creativity. Effective choreography requires imagination and the
ability to synthesise a number of elements. Through critical and analytical thinking, students
articulate their knowledge, opinions and preferences of dance. As performers, they develop
physical artistry, confidence, self-esteem, determination to succeed and improve and
interpersonal communication skills.

COURSE CONTENT

EXAM BOARD - AQA
Performing 30% - two solo and one group performance pieces
Choreography 30% - becoming the choreographer to create either a solo or group piece of your
own
Critical, analytical, interpretive and evaluative 40% - study of professional dance works and
reference of own dance works which form the written examination at the end of the year

What careers would this support?
Physiotherapy, youth worker, educational outreach worker, teaching, choreographer, dancer,
arts related jobs that involve management, journalism, arts critic, dance therapist, tv/film roles,
theatre roles, events organisation, entrepreneur or any other role that requires creativity,
teamwork and communication skills.

I will also get the opportunity to:
● Work with professionals in the industry
● Attend workshops and theatre trips that will support your studies, creative thinking and

exposure to the world of the arts
● Respond artistically and imaginatively to current and topical world affairs and events
● Collaborate with others towards a common goal
● Be an independent self -manager in your approach to research, meeting deadlines and

the outcome of your work
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DRAMA
Drama offers an excellent foundation to see, question and understand ourselves and the world
around us. There is wonder to be found in the exploration of plays and the creation of original
drama that form the basis of the GCSE Drama. You will enjoy this course if you want to study a
subject that is both practical and creative. It also helps to develop many other skills which help
you in your future life from problem solving to creative collaboration.

COURSE CONTENT

EXAM BOARD - Eduqas

Component 1(40%)
Students participate in the creation, development and performance of a piece of devised theatre.

Component 2 (20%)
Students develop and apply theatrical skills by presenting a showcase of two extracts from a
performance text.

Component 3 (40%)
Students explore practically a performance text to demonstrate their knowledge and
understanding of drama. Students also analyse and evaluate a live theatre performance. This
becomes the content of a 1 hour 30 minute exam scheduled at the end of the year.

What careers would this support?
Acting, directing, teaching, stage management roles such as sound and light technician,
backstage manager, drama facilitator, lawyer, solicitor, barrister, producer, set and costume
designer,  props manager, marketing, script writer, television and media roles, journalist,
cinematographer, drama therapist, community arts worker, media researcher, casting director,
managing director, fine arts manager, publicist, carpenter, drama coach, puppeteer,
screenwriter…or any other role which requires creativity, working as a team and excellent
communication skills.

I will also get the opportunity to:
● Visit the theatre
● Take part in workshops led by theatre professionals
● Develop key life skills such as independent learning, teamwork and confidence that will

attract future employers

10



ECONOMICS
Economics is about people and their choices. We are all part of the economy and it  relates to every
aspect of our lives – from the decisions of individuals or families to the  structures created by
governments and producers. It is about scarcity and how resources  are allocated. You will learn about
how markets operate and the roles of consumers,  producers or workers within those markets. Students
are introduced to fundamental  economic terms and concepts and apply them to explain how markets
work in  contemporary and historical economic contexts. They study the roles of the main  economic
agents, how they interact, and the importance of financial markets. You will  also learn about how the
economy works nationally and globally and the levers  employed by governments to reach desired social
and economic objectives. Economics  fits well with sociology and Geography. It involves the
interpretation and use of data, so  you get to use your maths skills although you are also required to
write extended prose  answers where you make judgements and justify them.

COURSE CONTENT
EXAM BOARD - OCR
The assessment consists of two written examinations, both 90 minutes in length with  equal
weighting given to each of the exams.
Component 1: Introduction to economics
This component introduces learners to  the
fundamental economic terms and  concepts
within microeconomics. It will  show that all
economic choices have costs  and benefits. It
will look at how resources  should be allocated,
what, for whom and  how goods and services
should be  produced. It will cover how price is
determined through demand and supply  and
how this is affected by market forces.  It will
look at factors affecting businesses  and the
labour market. Students will also  be introduced
to the role of money and  the financial markets.

Component 2: National and international
economics
This component covers issues with
macroeconomics. It will look at some of the
terms that students may be familiar with  from
the news: growth, employment/ unemployment
and inflations. It will  consider these with regard
to their  measurement, causes, consequences
and  the implications for government decisions
and policy. It will also look at the
importance and effects of globalisation and
international trade and evaluate the costs  and
benefits to producers, workers and  consumers
in both developed and less  developed
countries.

What careers would this support?
Careers with economics are as diverse as they come, with job roles covering everything  from food and
agriculture to business and banking. The analytical skills that you acquire  from studying the subject are
much in demand. With an economics qualification you can  find work in both the public and private
sectors.

Popular areas of employment are in Business, Human Resources, Accountancy, Finance,  Marketing and
Politics.

I will also get the opportunity to:
● Engage in lively debate and discussions
● Undertake relevant trips
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FOOD AND NUTRITION
Food and Nutrition is designed to give students a wide range of cooking skills and an  in-depth
understanding of food science and nutrition. Students will develop the  ability to apply the
principles of food science and nutrition in their cooking.

The course is divided into two parts, non exam assessment (coursework delivered  through
practical activities and evaluating dishes and processes) which amount to  50% of the final
grade and a written exam which amounts to another 50% of the  final grade.

COURSE CONTENT
EXAM BOARD - AQA
Non exam assessments (NEA) 50% of final grade

● Task 1 – Food Investigation (practical investigation) - understanding the functional and
chemical properties of ingredients.

● Task 2 – Food preparation assessment – students show knowledge, skills and
understanding of planning, preparation, cooking and presentation of a wide range of
food. As part of this task students will plan, prepare and present a 3 course
meal/dishes within a single period of time.

Written exam (50% of final grade)
● 100 marks (1hr 45 minutes)
● selection of multiple choice and longer exam questions.

What careers would this support?
Food Scientist - Study, research, create or improve food products and processes.  Food
scientists experiment with new foods or preservatives.
Dietitian - Qualified health professional that gives dietary advice and counselling  about diet,
food and nutrition.
Nutritionist - Advise people what to eat in order to lead a healthy lifestyle  Quality controller -
Ensure ingredients conform to standards and are handled safely  in food production.
Food Buyers - Planning and selecting a range of food products to sell in large retail  outlets.
Chef - Head cook and overseas all the functions and activities in larger kitchens like
restaurants and hotels.
Catering manager - Food and hospitality professional that oversees the catering  segment of a
business.
Food advertising and journalism.

I will also get the opportunity to:
● Learn from visiting speakers
● Evaluate existing products on the market
● Learn how to choose sustainable/environmentally friendly ingredients
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FOUNDATION LEARNING
This option is for students who may require further support with their numeracy, literacy,
independent learning and life skills. Within this option, students will complete one vocational
course which is interwoven with literacy and numeracy skills. The vocational course offered is
dependent on the choice of all students applying for this option:

The course(s) we choose from for vocational awards are:
Pearson Edexcel BTEC Level 1 Introductory Certificate in Caring for Caring for Children Under 5
Pearson Introduction to Vocational Studies Entry 3
Open Award Entry Level Certificate in Horticultural Skills
Asdan Lifeskills Challenge Awards

In addition, all students will take one English and Mathematics Award from below:
AQA Step Up To English Silver
Pearson Edexcel Entry Level Functional English
Pearson Edexcel Entry Level Functional Mathematics
Pearson Edexcel Level 1 Functional English
Pearson Edexcel Level 1 Functional Mathematics
Pearson Edexcel Entry Level Mathematics, Level 1, 2 or 3.

This option gives students an insight into the vocational learning pathway available  in post 16
education. Each student will have one to one mentoring within the option, where a
personalised learning pathway will be agreed upon focusing on key areas  for development.

By the end of this course, all students will achieve a minimum of three awards including: Entry
Level English, Entry Level Mathematics and a BTEC vocational subject, Entry Level or Level 1.

There are no examinations at the end of the course, as controlled assessments take place
throughout the course.

Homework
There is a minimum of 2.5 hours of homework per week.
This option prepares students to be ready for GCSE courses and for the vocational learning
model of learning in college.

What careers does this support?
● Media Resources Officer
● Graphic Designer
● Travel and Tourism Industry
● Working with children/Social Care Careers
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GEOGRAPHY
At EGA we study the AQA exam specification. This exciting course is based on  a balanced
framework of physical and human geography. It allows students to  investigate the link between
the two themes, and approach and examine the battles  between the man-made and natural
worlds.

COURSE CONTENT
EXAM BOARD - AQA
Physical  - 35% of GCSE
The challenge of natural
hazards, The living world,
Physical landscapes in the
UK,  Geographical skills.
Written exam: 1 hour 30

Human - 35% of GCSE
Urban issues and
challenges, The changing
economic world, The
challenge of resource
management, Geographical
skills

Written exam: 1 hour 30
30% of GCSE
Issue evaluation,
Fieldwork, Geographical
skills
Written exam: 1 hour 15
minutes

What careers would this support?
1. Journalist
2. Environmental lawyer
3. Weather forecaster
4. Catastrophe modeller or emergency planner
5. Landscape architect
6. Sustainable energy strategist
7. Engineer
8. Cartographer (map-maker)
9. City planner

What topics will I study?
Tectonic Hazards
(Earthquakes,
Volcanoes,
Tsunamis)
Tropical Storms
Extreme Weather
in the UK
Climate Change

Tropical
Rainforests
Hot Deserts
Cold Environments
Coasts
Rivers
Changing Urban
Areas

Development
Economics of the
UK
Energy
Food Resources
Water Resources
Fieldwork

I will also get the opportunity to:
● Participate in at least two field trips. Do extensive fieldwork and analyse their

results and evaluate techniques. Trips will include…
● Whitsable - Kent (coastal)
● Hackney Wick and Starford (regeneration)
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Certificate in Health and Social Care

COURSE CONTENT

The course is comprised of three components
1. Human Lifespan Development - made up of two written pieces of  coursework - 30% of

final grade
2. Health and Social Care Values -  made up of two written pieces of  coursework - 30% of

final grade
3. Health and Wellbeing - 2 hour exam - 40% of final grade

What careers would this support?
Health and social care qualifications support further study at level 3, and  employment within
the health and social care sector - in elderly, social work,  nursery care, childcare, mental health
or all areas of nursing.

Learners can achieve the qualification at Level 1 or Level 2 and then proceed to BTEC National
Award or A level or other academic or vocational Level 3 qualifications.

Employability skills include: self-management, teamworking, business and customer awareness,
problem solving, communication, basic literacy and numeracy, a positive attitude to work, and
the use of IT.

I will also get the opportunity to:
● Visit health care providers.
● Experience sessions delivered by healthcare professionals.
● Apply knowledge to real life case studies
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HISTORY
GCSE History is a wonderful subject that allows you to delve into the past to help you to
understand our present.

COURSE CONTENT
EXAM BOARD - EDEXCEL

Paper1 -1 hour and 15
minutes.
It is worth 52 marks and is
30% of your GCSE This is
called the Thematic study
and historic environment.
The study is made up of two
sections.
(A): Historic environment
10% of the total mark. This
is, ‘The British sector on the
Western From 1914-1918’
(B): The thematic study 20%
of the total mark. This is
‘Medicine in Britain, C1250-
present.’

Paper 2 - 1 hour and 45
minutes.
It is worth 64 marks and
is 40% of your GCSE. This
paper is divided into two
sections:
(A): Period study This
20% of your GCSE. ‘The
American West, c1835-
1895’
(B): British depth
study This 20% of your
GCSE. Option B4 ‘Early
Elizabethan England,
1558-88’

Paper 3 - 1 hour and 20
minutes.
It is worth 52 marks 30%
of your GCSE

The Modern Depth Study.
‘Weimar and Nazi
Germany 1918-1939’

Section A: 2 questions on
sources, testing
knowledge and
understanding.
Section B: A four-part
question based on 2
sources and 2
interpretations.

What careers would this support?
History provides a good background for all arts and social science careers. It is useful for
careers in archaeology, heritage, archive and museum work. The skills you learn from  studying
history include investigating, researching documents, examining evidence and  presenting
arguments. These are valuable in a great number of careers, including law,  journalism, politics,
marketing, teaching and management.

https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/210/Why-Study-History%3F

The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable students to:
● Develop and extend their knowledge and understanding of specified key events, periods

and societies in local, British, and wider world history; and of the wide diversity of
human experience.

● Engage in historical enquiry to develop as independent learners and as critical and
reflective thinkers.

● Develop the ability to ask relevant questions about the past, to investigate issues
critically and to make valid historical claims by using a range of  sources in their
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historical context.
● Develop an awareness of why people, events and developments have been accorded

historical significance and how and why different interpretations have been constructed
about them.

● Organise and communicate their historical knowledge and understanding in different
ways and reach substantiated conclusions.

I will also get the opportunity to:
● Visit the theatre to see 'The Doctor's Show'.
● Visit Museums
● Develop thinking skills so you can decide for yourself
● Acquire skills which colleges respect and value
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ITALIAN
The Italian GCSE is a linear course where all examinations are taken at the end of  the year. It
consists of three themes which are based on some of the topic areas  already covered in KS3,
but which will be explored in more detail and complexity in  KS4. The themes are outlined below:
Theme 1 - Identity and culture,
Theme 2 - Local, national, international and global areas of interest
Theme 3 – Current and future study and employment

During the GCSE course you will have the opportunity to build on and enhance your
communication skills, listening skills and spontaneous speech. Your language learning
experience will help you grow in confidence, improve your leadership skills and your  ability to
learn and work independently. You will also gain an in-depth understanding  of how a language
works which will help improve your literacy skills and have an  impact on your knowledge of the
English language.

COURSE CONTENT
EXAM BOARD - AQA
There are 4 question papers and two tiers, Foundation and Higher

• Paper 1 – Listening (25%)
• Paper 2 – Speaking (25%)
• Paper 3 – Reading (25%)
• Paper 4 – Writing (25%)

What careers would this support?
Job roles and career areas you could work in the most obvious career opportunities for
languages students and graduates are working as interpreters or translators. Careers in the
diplomatic service and  telecommunications also often require an aptitude for languages.

● charities administrator
● commissioning editor
● consultant
● human resources officer
● interpreter
● investment analyst
● journalist
● logistics/distribution manager

● management accountant
● marketing manager (social media)
● public relations officer
● secondary school teacher
● solicitor
● tourism officer
● tourist information manager
● translator
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MEDIA STUDIES
Media Studies is a popular one-year option subject available to be studied from Year  10. The
course looks critically at media products, both contemporary and historical, and asks students
to consider the ways in which these products communicate meaning to their audiences.
Students also get the opportunity to make their own media product as part of the course.

We follow the new Eduqas Media Studies GCSE 1-9 curriculum.

COURSE CONTENT
EXAM BOARD - Eduqas
Two exams taken at the end of the course and one piece of creative coursework.
Exam 1 40%

Exam 2 30%

Coursework 30%

What careers does this support?
Media Studies can be continued at A Level leading to careers in both established media
industries such  as print and broadcast as well as in increasingly varied digital media online
industries.

BTECs, NVQ/SVQs and Diplomas after Media GCSE are available in the following areas:

● performing arts
● broadcast & media
● publishing and journalism
● advertising and marketing
● arts, crafts & design
● information technology
● travel and tourism

I will also get the opportunity to:
● Participate in various media-based school initiatives throughout the year such as BBC

Young Reporters
● Study media texts that you find interesting and learn how to apply theories to them
● Use your coursework item as part of your media portfolio for college applications
● Enjoy talks from industry professionals both in and out of school to find out more about

the possibilities of a career in media
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MUSIC
Music is a subject unlike any other. A subject that develops creativity, independent learning
skills, self-discipline, the ability to work collaboratively, a subject that is practical and fun yet
regarded as a highly academic qualification at the same time. With such transferable skills
developed over the course of GCSE Music it is no wonder why both employers and institutions
of further and higher education hold the qualification in high regard.

Music is a vast subject and the study of music will center around three core areas:

● Listening and Appraising
● Performance (Solo and Ensemble)
● Composition

A GCSE in Music will develop students as well-rounded young musicians, while  enhancing
academic achievement in the wider context of the school. Many studies conclude that Music
can improve recall and retention of verbal information; advance mathematical achievement and
boost reading and English language skills.

COURSE CONTENT
EXAM BOARD - EDUQAS

Performing - 30%
Solo and Ensemble Grade 3

Standard

Listening & Appraising - 40%
AOS1 Musical Forms and

Devices
AOS2 Music for Ensemble

AOS3 Film Music
AOS4 Popular Music

Composition - 30% (4-6 mins)
Free Composition

Exam Board Composition

What careers would this support?
* Music Producer * Performer * Composer * Recording Engineer * Music Therapist

* Session Musician * Music Journalist * Conductor *A&R Coordinator

* Entertainment Lawyer * Music Business Accountant *Licensing Consultant

* Publicist *PR Consultant * Sound Engineer

These career options are only a snapshot of the pathways open to those who have a music
qualification. It is also important to remember that a music qualification is favourably looked
upon Post 16 because of the transferable skills developed over the course of the qualification
e.g. creativity, independent thinking, collaborative working skills, self-discipline, multitasking
and communication.
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I will also get the opportunity to:
● Compose in a variety of styles using professional equipment in the music studio.

Students will learn techniques and devices to produce professional, original
compositions that reflect both their interests and unique personalities.

● Develop my instrumental skills via one:one tuition from a specialist teacher during
school time. Lessons are available in Voice, Guitar/Bass, Piano/Keyboard, Violin/Viola,
Cello, Trumpet/Trombone, Drum Kit, Flute, Saxophone, Clarinet and Bassoon

● Experience workshops by industry professionals and gain musical exposure via
performance opportunities in the wider community.

● Attend performances of professional productions.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
GCSE PE is graded in 3 categories: Theory – 60%, Practical – 30% and Coursework – 10%.

GCSE PE is a unique subject because it involves developing knowledge in various subjects that
you can study in school, such as: biology, psychology and sociology all with the aim of
improving sports performance. Students will learn how to optimise sports performance through
theoretical knowledge and then have the opportunity to apply their knowledge through
coursework and practical performance.  It is an incredibly rewarding subject where students
will develop self-discipline as the GCSE requires a lot of time dedicated to sports clubs, fitness
and skills based work outside of lesson time.

Theory: You will have 6 double lessons of PE a fortnight; however as the course is 60%  theory,
many of these lessons will be classroom based. Wherever possible, theoretical work will be
taught in a practical setting. Due to the large content of theory work, weekly homework will be
set.

Practical: You will be assessed in 3 sports (1 team, 1 individual and 1 choice of
team/individual) which you perform best in, if you play a sport outside of school please let us
know and you could be assessed in this sport. In your practical lessons you will develop the
skills for that sport through drills and game-play. You will need to further develop and practise
these skills as often as possible through after-school clubs.

Coursework: The final 10% is a coursework based project where you will be expected to analyse
and evaluate performance in a sport and advise how they can improve their weaknesses and
identify their strengths. As well as designing a fitness programme to help them improve in  their
performance in the chosen sport.

COURSE CONTENT
EXAM BOARD - AQA

Practical = 30%
1. Performing and being assessed in 3

sports. These could include:
● Netball
● Trampolining
● Badminton
● Table Tennis
● Athletics

(see PE teacher if you play any other
sport outside of school)

3 sports to be assessed in:
● 1 team
● 1 individual
● 1 choice of team and individual

●
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Theory = 60%
Component 1:

Paper 1: 1 hour (written)  60 Marks -
30%
1. Applied anatomy & Physiology
2. Movement analysis
3. Physical training
4. Use of data

Component 2:
Paper 2: 1 hour (written)  60 Marks -
30%
1. Sport Psychology
2. Socio-cultural influences
3. Health, fitness and well-being
4. Use of data

Coursework - Analysis of  Performance =
10%

● Analyse aspects of personal
performance in a practical activity

● Evaluate the strengths and
weaknesses of the performance

● Produce an action plan which
aims to improve the quality
and effectiveness of the
performance

Question Types:
● Multiple choice
● Short answer
● Extended answer

What careers would this support?
● Personal trainer
● Sports Biomechanist
● Leisure industry
● PE teacher
● Physiotherapist
● Sports Psychologist
● Sports Nutritionist
● Any form of sports coach

I will also get the opportunity to:
● Widen my knowledge on techniques on how to prepare physically and mentally

for sporting competitions.
● Gain a deeper understanding of what happens in our body systems while

we exercise.
● Learn how to optimise sports performance.
● Develop the knowledge to create a personal exercise program for yourself or for others
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PSYCHOLOGY
Psychology is the scientific study of the mind and of behaviour. You will learn to use specialist
vocabulary, psychological concepts, and convention to engage in the process of psychological enquiry.
You will acquire knowledge and understanding of psychology. You will develop an understanding of
yourself and others, and how psychological understanding can help to explain everyday social
phenomena. You will begin to understand how psychological research is conducted, including the role of
scientific method and data analysis. You will also learn to present information, develop arguments and
draw conclusions through a critical approach to psychological evidence - all while developing as a
reflective thinker.

During the course, you will have the opportunity to develop an understanding of the relationship between
psychology and personal, moral, social and cultural issues, and develop an understanding of ethical
issues in psychology. Finally, you will begin to develop an understanding of psychological issues, the
contribution of psychology to individual, social and cultural diversity; and how psychology contributes to
society.
Paper 1: Cognition and Behaviour
● Memory
● Perception
● Development
● Research Methods

Paper 2: Social Context and Behaviour
● Social Influence
● Language, Thought and Communication
● Brain and Neuropsychology
● Psychological Problems

COURSE CONTENT
EXAM BOARD: AQA GCSE Psychology (8182)

The Psychology course content is taught in two parts and is assessed with two written exams at the end
of the course.  Each of these exams is 1 hour 45 minutes and is 50% of the GCSE (no coursework).

What careers would this support?
By the end of your course, you should have gained a greater understanding of how psychology works,
and its role in society. This will be of great advantage should you choose to continue studying
psychology at A-Level. Completing an accredited degree course at university is one of the best ways to
take your psychological education to a new level. Not only is it a great first step towards becoming a
psychologist, but research has shown that psychology graduates are highly regarded by employers in
many different industries, due to the transferable nature of the skills which they acquire during their
degree.

● Clinical Psychology
● Educational Psychology
● Academia, Research and Teaching

Psychology
● Occupational Psychology

● Counselling Psychology
● Neuropsychology
● Sport and Exercise Psychology
● Forensic Psychology
● Health Psychology

Sources:
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/gcse/psychology-8182/scheme-of-assessment
https://careers.bps.org.uk/
https://www.bps.org.uk/public/become-psychologist/getting-started
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES/PHILOSOPHY & ETHICS
Religious Studies and Philosophy has in recent years been a very popular subject,  where
students are increasingly taking this at A levels. This Humanities Option subject gives  students
a well rounded perspective to the wider issues in life. Students will  explore some of the
theological foundations of religion; question the philosophical  basis of human existence; and
study the ethics of our everyday actions. Philosophy is  also a highly desired qualification to
have at higher education.

1 Year Course
Paper 1:

● Beliefs and Teachings in Christianity
● Christian Practices
● Beliefs and Teachings in Islam
● Muslim Practices

Paper 2:

● Religion and Life
● The Existence of God and Revelation
● Religion, Crime and Punishment
● Religion, Peace and Conflict

COURSE CONTENT
EXAM BOARD - AQA
Two papers - each weighting 50%
1 hour 45 minutes each paper

What careers would this support?
With a GCSE RS and Philosophy you will be able to TRAIN in:

● Business (particularly international business)
● Counseling and Social Work
● Education
● Journalism
● Law
● Medicine

Get a JOB in:
● The government - foreign service
● Event planning, hospitality, or the service industry
● Marketing and management
● Museums and the arts
● Non-profit or non-governmental organizations
● Media and Publishing

I will also get the opportunity to:
● Make links to current affairs
● Evaluate and formulate strong arguments
● Write essays
● Participate in workshops with influential organisations such as CND Peace Education
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SOCIOLOGY
Sociology is an exciting subject, which explores human social behaviour and the societies in
which  people live. Students will regularly be encouraged to question things they may have
taken for  granted in their lives. Every lesson taught will ensure students develop a deeper
understanding of  their lives and the lives of others.

The Eduqas GCSE in Sociology is designed to foster in learners an understanding and critical
awareness of the social world around them. The specification focuses on the importance of
social  structure in explaining social issues.

Learners will be encouraged to explore and debate contemporary social issues to enable them
to  challenge taken-for-granted assumptions and to question their everyday understanding of
social  phenomena. By following this course, learners will develop their own sociological
awareness  through active engagement with the contemporary social world.

This specification will develop learners' ability to think sociologically in relation to their
experience  of the social world around them so that they are able to play a positive, active and
informed role  in society.

COURSE CONTENT
EXAM BOARD - Eduqas

Exam 1: This component covers
the  following topic areas

● Key concepts and processes of
cultural transmission

● Families
● Education
● Sociological research methods

Exam 2: This component covers
the  following topic areas:

● Social differentiation and
stratification · Crime and Deviance

● Applied methods of
Sociological enquiry

Two written assessments with a mix of short answer, structured questions and extended
response questions, all compulsory. The extended response questions will require candidates to
draw together different areas of knowledge, skills and/or  understanding from across the
relevant specification content.

What careers would this support?
● Professional occupations- Teaching, Lecturing and Law.
● Social researcher
● Guidance counsellor
● Policy analyst
● International aid/development worker
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● Social worker
● Human Resources Representative
● Market Research Analyst
● Housing Manager/Officer
● Probation officer
● Community development worker
● Data analyst
● Management and Administration
● Associate professional and Technical occupations

I will also get the opportunity to:
● Learn from visiting speakers
● Carry out my own sociological research
● Visit universities
● Develop my opinions and analytical skills through class discussions
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Options Planning Sheet

Year 10 Choice 1:

Your thoughts about studying this subject:

Year 10 Choice 2:

Your thoughts about studying this subject:

Year 11 Choice 1:

Your reason for choosing:

Year 11 Choice 2:

Your reason for choosing:

Are you currently studying or have you chosen to study either History or Geography?

Are you currently studying or have you chosen to study a creative subject?

When prompted to do so, please make your options choices online.

28


