
Remembrance day
11th November marks the day WW1 ended at 

11am on the 11th day of the 11th month in 1918



Armistice Day is on 11 November and is also 
known as Remembrance Day.

It marks the day World War One ended, at 11am on the 
11th day of the 11th month, back in 1918.

Nowadays, people remember those who were lost in the 
war by holding a two-minute silence and by wearing a red 
poppy.



Here are some profiles of soldiers that fought 
for Britain in WW1

One of the causes of WW1 was that the European powers (Britain, France, Germany 
etc) were competing with each other over who would maintain the most powerful 
empire and colonising (ruling) Africa and the middle east. Therefore Europeans were 
not the only soldiers that fought in the war. While most of the fighting took place on 
the western front (western Europe), it also took place across Africa and the middle 
east. 

Therefore, Britain enlisted soldiers across the British empire to fight on Britain's 
behalf.

Soldiers from Britain's colonies in India, Africa, Caribbean's, Canada, New Zealand 
fought to help Britain win the war



Private Ernest Shaw

• In October 1917, Ernest was transferred 
to the 2nd Garrison Battalion, King’s 
(Liverpool Regiment), part of the British 
Forces serving on the Macedonia Front 
in northern Greece, fighting against the 
Bulgarians.

• In 1918 Just as the fighting was coming 
to an end, influenza struck the British 
Forces in Greece.

• Ernest was one of those who 
succumbed to the ‘Spanish Flu’, and 
died on 11 November 1918, the day 
that WW1 came to an end. He was 34. 
Shaw is buried in a Military Cemetery in 
Greece. Inscribed on his headstone are 
the words “Laid to rest in a far away 
land to memory ever dear”



Khudadad Khan
•Khudadad Khan was born in 1888 in the 

Punjab, in what is now Pakistan. He served 
in the First World War with the 129th 
Baluchis, and was the first soldier of Indian 
origin to be awarded the Victoria Cross 
(highest award given in the British armed 
forces).

• Indians (from northern India) were the 
only non-white soldiers that were allowed 
to fight on the western front for Britain 
due to Britains military racial policy which 
did not allow black soldiers to fight in the 
western front. (However, France enlisted 
Senegalise soldiers to fight in the western 
front)



The Chattri is a war memorial in Brighton built 
to honour the Indian Soldiers that died during 
WW1 

About 1.3 
million Indian 
soldiers 
fought in 
WW1 for 
Britain



Sidney George Lewis

• Sidney George Lewis (24 March 1903 – 1969) 
enlisted in the East Surrey Regiment in August 1915 
at the age of 12! He fought in the Battle of the 
Somme in 1916, then aged thirteen, in the 106th 
Machine Gun Company of the Machine Gun Corps.

• As many as 250,000 boys under the age of 18 
served in the British Army during World War One. 

• Technically the boys had to be 19 to fight but the 
law did not prevent 14-year-olds and upwards from 
joining in droves. They responded to the Army's 
desperate need for troops and recruiting sergeants 
were often less than scrupulous.



Walter Tull

• Walter was born in Kent 1888. Walters mother was 
English and father was from Barbados. Growing up he 
loved playing football

• In 1916 Walter began training as an Officer. At this 
time, only a white, British-born person could be 
trained to be an Officer. Walter became an exception 
to these rules and was allowed to continue his 
training.

• In May 1917 Walter was ‘commissioned’ to the rank 
of Officer.Walter was highly praised for his role in 
battle, notably for leading soldiers over a river in 
Italy.

• On the 25 March 1918, Walter led an attack on 
German trenches. They had to cross 'No Man's Land', 
which was open ground and under fire from German 
machine-guns. Walter was hit and killed. His body 
was never found.



Caribbean 
soldiers

• By the war’s end in November 1918, a total of 15,204 black men, representing British 
Guiana and all the Caribbean colonies, had served in the British West India Regiment 
(BWIR). Of the total accepted, 10,280 (66%) came from Jamaica. 

• However, the black soldiers of the BWIR received lower pay and allowances than their 
white compatriots and they were mostly led by white officers and used as 
non-combatant soldiers in Egypt, Mesopotamia and parts of Europe. The fighting was 
to be done by the white soldiers. The BWIR spent much of their time at labouring work, 
such as loading ammunition, laying telephone wires and digging trenches, but they were 
not permitted to fight as a battalion – They were not allowed to fight due to Britain’s 
military racial policy which did not want to see black men fighting white men

• By the end of the war the BWIR had lost 185 soldiers (killed or died of wounds). A 
further 1,071 died of illness and 697 were wounded. 


