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This year, National Poetry Day is on Thursday 3rd 
October, and the theme is...

What do you think of when you hear this word?



As October is also Black History Month, this National 
Poetry Day at EGA we will be celebrating Black British poets 
and thinking about how the theme of ‘truth’ can apply to 
our understanding of Black History.

Next week there will be special assemblies about Black 
History month where we can explore these links further.



How are we celebrating at EGA this Thursday, 3rd 
October?

• Poems on the National Poetry Day 
theme of truth, and inspired by Black 
History Month, will be read over the 
tannoy at the end of periods 2, 4 and 
6. Listen out!

• All students and staff are invited to a 
multicultural Poetry Party in B1 on 
Thursday lunchtime! Bring a poem 
and a snack from your culture to 
share, or just turn up for poems, 
nibbles and friendly poetry chat!

• At the start of lessons, your different 
subject teachers will be sharing a 
poem that means something to them. 



And the poetry doesn’t stop after Thursday…

Be part of our Wall Anthology!
This year, the English Department are 
inviting all students to write and submit 
poems on the theme of ‘truth’ to be part 
of a ‘Wall Anthology’ display along the 
English corridor. 

Once you’re happy with the final version 
of your poem (and have perhaps asked 
your English teacher or Ms Hazine for 
feedback on a draft), write it out neatly 
(perhaps with an illustration!) or type it 
up. Make sure your name is on your 
poem!

Then either post it in the English Faculty 
Letterbox. or email it to Ms Hazine. The 
deadline is Friday 11th October 2018. 
Happy writing!



QUIZ! How many of these Black British poets can you name?



JAY 
BERNARD

WARSAN SHIRE

BENJAMIN
ZEPHANIAH

GRACE NICHOLS

LEMN SISSAY



Now let’s share some poems by Black 
British poets on this year’s theme, 

‘truth’...



Poetry and truth: Jay Bernard
Jay Bernard (born 1988) is a British writer, artist, film 

programmer, and activist from London, UK. They use 

the pronouns they/them. Bernard won the 2017 Ted 

Hughes Award for new poetry for their multimedia 

performance work Surge: Side A.

‘Surge’ is a poetic enquiry into the truth of the New 

Cross Fire of 1981, a house fire at a party in South 

London in which 13 young black people were killed. 

The way that the tragedy was mis-handled by the 

government and media triggered a new era of race 

relations in Britain. In their work, Bernard draws links 

between the New Cross Fire and the ‘towers of blood’ 

of the 2017 Grenfell fire.

Click here to hear Bernard performing part of ‘Surge’.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7810gU9pSm4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7810gU9pSm4


Poetry and truth: Lemn Sissay
Lemn Sissay Lemn Sissay MBE (born 21 May 

1967) is a British author and broadcaster. Sissay was 

the official poet of the 2012 London Olympics and 

has been Chancellor of the University of Manchester

since 2015.

He had a very difficult early life. Taken away from his 

unmarried mother as a baby, he was renamed 

‘Norman’ by a social worker, and spent much of his 

childhood in children’s homes and with white foster 

families, wrongly believing that he had been 

unwanted by his biological family. He struggled with 

his mental health and with understanding his identity 

and cultural heritage. After a 34-year campaign to 

retrieve his social care records from Wigan council, 

he eventually obtained them in 2015 and started to 

uncover the truth about his own life, which he has 

since written about in poetry and prose. Click here to 

watch Sissay performing a poem he wrote as 

Chancellor of the University of Manchester.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FcXWr2SHzm8

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_the_British_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2012_Summer_Olympics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Manchester
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FcXWr2SHzm8


Poetry and truth: Ayesha Williams
A languages teacher born and bred 

in London, Ayesha has written a 

number of poems exploring human 

emotions and interactions. As an 

avid traveller she has been lucky 

enough to experience cultural 

diversity and interchanges in places 

as far flung as Japan and Hawaii.

Through her work she aims to 

inspire discussion and raise 

awareness of the highs and lows of 

our existence by addressing hard 

hitting topics with a fresh outlook.

See the next slide for a poem of 

hers to mark Black History Month. 

This is also one of the poems that 

you will hear being read over the 

tannoy on Thursday.



Solid Lines by Ayesha Williams
Why are the youth of today intent on taking 

lives?

Such scars left behind, both inside and out,

The acid, the guns, the knives.

What makes them think that they can take what 

belongs to me?

My essence, my spirit and what could have 

been?

For the credit, the clout, the ‘P’

I get it, it’s family, belonging and fear,

You’ve been alone and it’s tough in the cold.

But if your parents, grandparents, the 

Windrush’d could see

The pain would bring them to tears.

Spare a thought for the woman who birthed 

you,

Who struggled and toiled through the night,

Fought injustice- socio-economical

To give you her all as you grew.

I’m not here to preach but to listen

Because I fear for the youth of today.

I fear for the choices you’re making

And the dangerous paths that you take.

Do you think of your victims as people?

The loved ones that get left behind?

Did you know he was prepping for GCSEs

As he lives now under that steeple?

Think of the choices you’re making.

Think hard, can’t you see all pain?

The devastation, the heartache, the never      

ending grief

The defeat that greets upon waking.

Now’s the time to see who you are,

To re-evaluate all that you’re made of.

You were a person with dreams and, 

before it’s too late,

I pray you return from afar.



Further discussion on this year’s 
theme: TRUTH

• How can we know if something is true or not?
• How might the theme ‘truth’ be relevant to 

Black History Month?
• The Romantic poet, John Keats, famously 

wrote:

“Beauty is truth, truth beauty,” – that is all
Ye know on earth, and all ye need to know.

Critics have disagreed about what this might 
mean. What do you think it could mean?



Happy National Poetry Day everyone.



And just in case you were wondering… 
What is National Poetry Day?

National Poetry Day is an 
annual celebration that 
inspires people 
throughout the UK to 
enjoy, discover and share 
poems. 

Everyone is invited to join 
in, whether by organising 
events, displays, 
competitions or by simply 
posting favourite lines of 
poetry on social media 
using #nationalpoetryday.


