
Black History: Past and 
Present



Celebrating Past and Present

Black History is part of our past, present and future. This Black History 
Month we want to celebrate a history that is well-rounded and 
highlights the great work that has been done, and is currently still 
being done, in all subject areas.

https://youtu.be/TCPDq6hCwT0 

https://youtu.be/TCPDq6hCwT0


English: Akala - Author
Akala is a writer, artist and historian. He is passionate about both the 
linguistic and the socio-cultural parallels that exist between the works 
of Shakespeare and that of modern day hip-hop artists. In 2009, he 
set up the Hip Hop Shakespeare Company, a musical theatre 
company which encourages young people to consider Shakespeare 
as approachable, rather than dated and elitist, while at the same time 
promoting hip-hop as an intelligent and poetic medium of expression.

OTHER INFORMATION: Akala’s YouTube channel includes his 
songs/poems, live readings from his book “Natives” as well as 
book reviews and discussions of texts ranging from “The Hero 
With a Thousand Faces” to “Dune” to “The Ruins of Empires”.

Akala x Black British History: An Introduction: 
https://youtu.be/3iHQUxpqqcs 

Akala - Malcolm Said It:
https://youtu.be/rrEamf9pQ2U 

http://theculturetrip.com/europe/united-kingdom/england/london/articles/the-hip-hop-shakespeare-company-shall-i-compare-thee-to-jay-z/
https://youtu.be/3iHQUxpqqcs
https://youtu.be/rrEamf9pQ2U


Citizenship: John Boyega - Actor/ Activist
‘SOMETIMES YOU JUST NEED TO GET  MAD. SOMETIMES YOU DON’T HAVE 
ENOUGH TIME TO PLAY THE GAME ‘  

John Adedayo Bamidele Adegboyega (born 17 March 1992), is a 
British-Nigerian actor and producer.[Born in Peckham. He first rose to 
prominence in his native UK for his role as Moses in the sci-fi comedy 
film Attack the Block (2011) and later became best known for playing 
Finn in the Star Wars sequel trilogy films The Force Awakens (2015), 
The Last Jedi (2017), and The Rise of Skywalker (2019).

John Boyega x Jo Malone Ad:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=kUj4HEDPanQ

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Boyega#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_the_Block
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finn_(Star_Wars)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star_Wars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star_Wars_sequel_trilogy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star_Wars:_The_Force_Awakens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star_Wars:_The_Last_Jedi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star_Wars:_The_Rise_of_Skywalker
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=kUj4HEDPanQ


History - Ibtihaj Muhammad

Nationality: American

Achievements

Ibtihaj Muhammad is an entrepreneur, 
activist, speaker and Olympic medalist in 
fencing. 

A 2016 Olympic bronze medalist, 5-time 
Senior World medalist and World 
Champion, in 2016, Ibtihaj became the 
first American woman to compete in the 
Olympics in hijab (head scarf).



History - John Blanke
He was a trumpeter and a regular musician at the courts of 
both Henry VII and Henry VIII. We know this because there are 
a series of records of him being paid wages. There are several 
payments recorded to a 'John Blanke, the blacke trumpeter'.

Although at least 200 Africans lived in Tudor England, John 
Blanke is the only one for whom we have a portrait.  Indeed, he 
appears twice – both times in the Westminster Tournament Roll, a 
60ft vellum manuscript commissioned by Henry VIII in 1511 (see 
image). 

It was his proximity to the King that explains why he was 
portrayed. When Henry VII died in 1509, Blanke was one of the 
trumpeters who played at his funeral, dressed in black. A few 
weeks later, this time dressed in scarlet, he played at Henry 
VIII’s coronation. Scarlet cloth was reserved for the 
higher-ranking royal servants, while lesser men wore red. 
(Therefore he was NOT a slave!)

Recommended reading: 
Black Tudors by Miranda 
Kaufmann 



Religious Education: Angela Davis 
Activist, educator, scholar, politician, author

● Political activism began at a young age
● 1963 joined civil rights movement 
● 1967 influenced by black power supporters, joined SNCC and Black Panther Party
● 1968 Became member of the American Communist Party (this is not our focus, but 

just so you know)

Civil Rights Movement

a struggle during the 1950’s and 1960’s 
for black Americans to gain equal rights 
and end legalized racial discrimination.

Many of you have heard the names 
Martin Luther King Jr, Rosa Parks, and 
Malcolm X. These incredible people 
were part of this movement.

SNCC
Student Non-violent 
Coordinating Committee. This 
was a civil rights group formed 
to give younger blacks more 
of a voice in the civil rights 
movement. The SNCC ended 
up being one of the 
movement’s more radical 
branches

Black Panther Party This 
was an organisation which 
broke away from the SNCC 
and the mainstream civil 
rights movement. They 
argued that blacks needed to 
build power of their own 
instead of looking for the 
current government to 
include more blacks.



Angela Davis, Background
● Born January 26, 1944 in Alabama
● Father Frank Davis, Service Station owner
● Mother - Sallye Davis, elementary 

(primary) school teacher
- Member of the National Association of the 

Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)

As a child Angela attended various civil rights 
movements with her mother. Her family lived in 
the "Dynamite Hill" neighbourhood, which was 
marked in the 1950s by the bombings of houses 
in an attempt to intimidate and drive out 
middle-class blacks who had moved there.

Angela Today…

She is a Professor of History of Consciousness and 
Feminist Studies Departments at the University of 
California

● Continues to devote her attention to making 
changes in the Prison System

● Has lectured all over the USA, Europe and Africa
● She continually works to fight all modes of 

subjugation in the US and worldwide
● Angela continued to speak out against the 

injustice black people face by the police, prison 
systems and the law.

Why is it important to discuss Angela’s life? 

Why do we need people like her?



Sociology: Sojourner Truth 
A former slave, abolitionist, women’s rights activist, minister

Sojourner Truth was born into enslavement in 1797 in New York as Isabella Baumfree.

After her emancipation in 1827, Sojourner became a travelling preacher under her new name, a noted 
abolitionist and advocate for women’s suffrage.

Truth's mark on sociology was made when she gave a now-famous speech in 1851 at a women's rights 
convention. Titled for the driving question she pursued in this speech, "Ain't I a Woman?", the transcript 
has become a staple of sociology and feminist studies. Her question makes the point that she is not 
considered a woman because of her race. At the time this was an identity reserved solely for those with 
white skin. Following this speech, she continued to work as an abolitionist, and later, an advocate for Black 
rights. She continued speaking nationally and helped slaves escape to freedom. After the war, she was 
honoured with an invitation to the White House and became involved with the Freedmen’s Bureau, helping 
freed slaves find jobs and build new lives.

In 2014 she was listed 
among the Smithsonian 

Institution's (world's largest 
museum and research 

complex) “100 Most 
Significant Americans.”

● A former slave
● Outspoken advocate for abolition, civil and women’s rights in the 19th century
● Her civil war work earned her an invitation to meet President Abraham Lincoln in 1864.

http://www.feminist.com/resources/artspeech/genwom/sojour.htm
https://www.thoughtco.com/feminist-theory-3026624
https://www.thoughtco.com/race-definition-3026508
https://www.si.edu/museums
https://www.si.edu/ResearchCenters


Dance: Kenrick Sandy MBE 
 

https://youtu.be/PkjgfW
0-ZXA 

Born in East London Kenrick is one of the most influential 
choreographers, dancers and teachers of the UK Hip Hop scene. 

Despite starting his dance career later than usual, he was 19 years 
old, he has gone on to be the Co-founder and Co- Artistic Director of 
dance company Boy Blue, choreographed the London 2012 Olympic 
opening ceremony, is an Associate artist at the Barbican London, his 
dance work Emancipation of Expressionism features on the GCSE 
dance syllabus, he has choreographed for TV dance competitions 
and the BAFTAS, and Music artists such as FKA Twigs and Rita Ora. 

He was awarded his MBE for services to dance and the community 
in 2017.

Click here to watch a short example of the dance work Emancipation 
of Expressionism. My favourite section! This section is titled 
Connection and Flow, can you see why that might be?

https://youtu.be/PkjgfW0-ZXA
https://youtu.be/PkjgfW0-ZXA


Art
Adrian Brandon, 
Stolen Series

This series is dedicated to the many black people that 

were robbed of their lives at the hands of the police. In 

addition to using markers and pencil, I use time as a 

medium to define how long each portrait is colored in. 

1 year of life = 1 minute of color. Tamir Rice was 12 

when he was murdered, so I colored his portrait for 12 

minutes. As a person of color, I know that my future can 

be stolen from me if I’m driving with a broken taillight, 

or playing my music too loud, or reaching for my phone 

at the wrong time. So for each of these portraits I played 

with the harsh relationship between time and death. I 

want the viewer to see how much empty space is left in 

these lives, stories that will never be told, space that can 

never be filled. This emptiness represents holes in their 

families and our community, who will be forever stuck 

with the question, “who were they becoming?” This 

series touches on grief and the unknown.

Breonna Taylor

26 years old // 26 minutes of color

George Floyd

46 years old // 46 minutes of color



Textiles Wale Oyejide
https://youtu.be/YsXg3J1x4OY

"To be African is to be inspired by culture and to be filled with undying hope for the future," says designer 
and TED Fellow Walé Oyéjidé. With his label Ikiré Jones (you'll see their work in Marvel's "Black 
Panther"), he uses classic design to showcase the elegance and grace of often-marginalized groups, in 
beautifully cut clothing that tells a story.

https://youtu.be/YsXg3J1x4OY


PE: Serena Williams- Tennis Player

Serena Williams is a sporting legend. She is the only 
tennis player in history (man or woman) to have won 
singles titles at least six times in three of the four ‘Grand 
Slam’ tournaments, and the only player ever to have won 
two ‘Grand Slams’ seven times each (7 Wimbledon titles 
and 7 Australian Open titles). 

Watch me

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LUD1JaJ9Iyc


Classics: Septimius Severus
Septimius Severus ruled the Roman Empire 
between 145 AD and 211 AD. He died in 
York, England, after trying to expand the 
Roman Empire from England up into 
Scotland.

Septimius Severus was born in modern day 
Libya with Tunisian heritage, making him the 
first (and only!) Black emperor of Rome.



Mathematics: Katherine Johnson (1918-Present)

You may have seen 
the film Hidden 
Figures, which 
highlights the 
importance of three 
black women.

Katherine Johnson was the main character of the 
critically-acclaimed film Hidden Figures. Her 
contributions in the field of orbital mechanics, alongside 
fellow female African American mathematicians Dorothy 
Vaughan and Mary Jackson, were critical to the United 
States’ success in putting astronaut John Glenn into orbit 
in 1962.

During her 35-year career at NASA , she held a 
reputation for being a master of complex manual 
calculations and helped pioneer the use of computer 
programming for performing complex calculations.

She was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom by 
President Barack Obama in 2015.

Why do you 
think the film 
was called 
Hidden Figures?

https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/meet-people-behind-film-hidden-figures
https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/meet-people-behind-film-hidden-figures
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt4846340/


French: Christiane Taubira
French Writer, Politician & Humanist
In 2002, Madame Taubira was the 1st black  candidate for the 

French Presidency; she won 2.32% of the votes. She was elected as 

an MP on 16 June 2002, and chose to join the Socialist group in the 

French Assembly. She was the 1st black woman having been 

nominated Minister of Justice in 2012. 

Madame Taubira was the driving force behind the 21 May 2001 law 

that recognises the Atlantic slave trade and slavery as a crime 

against humanity. In 2013, she voiced her support for land reforms 

in France's Caribbean Departments as compensation for slavery. As 

Minister of Justice, Christiane Taubira formally introduced the Law 

2013-404, which legalised same-sex marriage in France. She resigned 

in January 2016 after openly disagreeing with the French president's 

proposal to strip French nationality from dual-citizens who are 

convicted of terrorism.



Spanish: Desirée Bela-Lobedde
Spanish activist, communicator, writer and blogger.

2018

Born in Barcelona, Desirée earned a degree in Labour Relations and 
currently combines her roles as a blogger and activist with her job in 
the local town hall with the Department of Coexistence and Equity. 

She has a Youtube channel that highlights the identity of black 
women in Spain, offering content in the form of videos, talks and 
workshops. She’s also the author of Being a black woman in Spain. 
As a columnist in a national newspaper, she writes articles related to 
racism, white privilege and the feminist movement. 

Desirée’s work on race and the empowerment of black women has 
led to her being harassed on social media, but she moves ahead 
without letting these negative forces cloud all the positive work 
she’s done, which has greater value.



Geography: Barack Obama         M.A in Geography 1964

Barack and Michelle Obama, along with their 
intelligent and energetic daughters Sasha and 

Malia, set a new standard for American society, 
normalising the once unthinkable prospect of 
having a black president and first family in the 

White House. 

Together, they broke powerful barriers installed 
by the nation’s brutal history of slavery, Jim 

Crow and institutional racism.

For eight extraordinary years, Obama and his 
poised, elegant and brilliant family occupied 
the domestic and world stage in a way that 

offered new models of excellence for millions of 
black children living in a society that continues 

to marginalise their hopes and dreams, 
accentuate their mistakes and errors, and place 

too little values on their lives or deaths.



Ignatius Sancho wrote four books of songs and lively 
dance music. He was the first composer of African 
descent to publish music in the European Western 
Classical tradition. The most influential composers of this 
time were Mozart and Beethoven. 

Sancho’s 24 dance tunes, with 
their French and English titles, use 
the musical styles most 
fashionable in polite Georgian 
society. Sancho became a 
celebrated cultural figure in 
London. He had taught himself to 
write music, and published four 
books of songs and lively dance 
music, including a Theory of Music 
and a collection of Dances. 
Alongside the sheet music, 
Sancho offers step-by-step dance 
instructions - this was the TikTok 
of Georgian society! 

Ignatius Sancho - Classical Composer

https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/~/link.aspx?_id=C89CC60DA73245C8A9C35C9881400650&_z=z
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9VUJY688nd8


Science: Maggie Aderin-Pocock MBE
British Space Scientist and educator
Science communicator
Presenter of the BBC’s The Sky at Night

• Lead scientist at Astrium, doing research for the European 

Space Agency and NASA

• Gives talks to children and young people in universities and 

schools 

• Born in Britain to Nigerian parents

• Attended 13 different schools. 

• Sometimes struggled with reading and writing because of 

dyslexia. 

• When she told her teacher she wanted to be an astronaut, it 

was suggested that she try nursing because ‘that’s scientific 

too’



Once hung out of the back of 

military aircraft to photograph the 

vapour trails of missiles to improve 

fighter aircraft ‘countermeasures’.

Improved metal detectors used to 

find unexploded mines

Worked on developing an 

instrument for the Gemini 

telescope in Chile. The 

telescope examines and 

analyses starlight to 

improve understanding of 

distant stars.Managed the observation 

instruments for the Aeolus 

satellite



Drama: ROy Williams
Playwright

Born and raised in Notting Hill (London), Roy Williams started out in 
the theatre industry as an actor. By the age of 18, he had played a 
mouthy rioter on The Bill (a popular police drama which aired many 
years before you were all born) and a convicted criminal on 
Crimewatch. 
Roy Williams enjoyed acting behind the camera but live theatre and 
its potential to have an impact on society is what sparked his 
passion. He connected with plays written by Black Playwrights but 
was saddened by the fact that he was able to count them all on one 
hand. So, at the age of 23, he quit acting to become a playwright.
Since becoming a playwright, Roy Williams has written 19 plays,  10 
of which have been commissioned for the stage. Roy Williams is 
now arguably one of the country’s leading dramatists and was 
awarded an OBE for his contributions to drama. 


