
Staff FAQs 
How will return to school happen in a measured way to enable social distancing and 
other measures for all year groups? 
We are going to have a phased return which will take the following form (these phases are not time 
specific and may move depending on the situation across the borough and the country based on gov-
ernment guidance) 
  

Phase 1 - School is open only to students who are vulnerable or the children of key workers. 

All other students learning from home. Minimal staffing on site on a weekly rota basis . 

Phase 2 - School is open only to Year 10 students for one-to-one academic review meetings 

and students who are vulnerable or the children of key workers. All other students learning 
from home.  

Phase 3 - School to open only to Year 10 for a reduced timetable of core subjects taught in 

‘pods’ of no more than 15 students. Provision for students who are vulnerable or the children 
of key workers continues. All other students learning from home with increased provision of 
video based learning.  

Phase 4 - School is open to students studying for exams (Years 11, 10 and 9) with a focus on 

the core and option GCSE subjects on a part-time basis. ‘Pods’ are based around option groups 
to minimise mixing of groups. Provision continues for students who are vulnerable or the chil-
dren of key workers but may be incorporated into other activities on site.  

Phase 5 - School is open to all students on a part-time basis. ‘Pods’ of no more than 15 stu-

dents who remain together for all subjects. Likely to be a reduced curriculum offer. Provision 
continues for students who are vulnerable or the children of key workers but incorporated into 
other activities on site.  

Phase 6 - School is fully open to all students except those who are shielding.  

  

How will we be safe distancing? 
Students will be taught in pods. Students will move around the school in a one way system and students 
will have staggered arrival and departure times through specified gates Furniture in rooms will be rear-
ranged to support social distancing. Depending on the numbers on site lunch for students will be a take-
away sandwich offer that is either delivered to learning spaces or grab and go from the canteen. Staff 
will have access to faculty offices and the staffroom. 
 

Will there be detail on scientific evidence when school reopened, whenever that may 
be, provided to the school community? 
The letter circulated to staff on the w/c 18th May 2020 from Public Health England has detailed infor-
mation related to the government decision to reopen schools. Please see this document for further in-
formation. 
 

How much notice will students and staff get before reopening? 
The current message we as a school are communicating to students is that Year 10 may return to school 
in some form in June 2020 as per government guidance, with. We as a school are planning to send con-
firmed details of a started date to parents and students after the next government guidance session 
which will take place in the week prior to the 1st June deadline.  



Staff FAQs 
Will staff who do not fit the vulnerable criteria as set out by the government have ca-
pacity to discuss not attending school? Will this be done on a case by case basis? 
These decisions will be made on a case by case basis and be led by individual circumstances. 
 

What calculations have been done to determine 15 person pods are appropriate for 
EGA classrooms? 
We have been working with the government guidance and have surveyed each room on site in order to 
evaluate how many students can learn in each physical space pod whilst observing social distancing di-
rectives.  
 

When a new pod is needed are the existing pods “redistributed” or does the new pod 
start out with a single pupil? 
Pods will be based on the guidance we have set out in terms of social distancing and the phases on re-
entry (please see previous questions). There will be no redistribution of pods in order to ensure we 
minimise contact. 

 
Does the key worker hub provision of children remain in a separate pod? 
Yes, the key worker provision will continue and will be based in a separate location working in the same 
way it has up until school reopening for Year 10 students. 
 

Will there be a system in place that will take student and teachers temperatures? 
No, unless they are referred/self-refer to the medical room. 
 

Will we be provided with PPE equipment? 
We will provide PPE equipment for staff involved in intimate care and first and as per government 
guidelines. We will also provide sanitisers and wipes for around the school and in the classrooms. Staff 
who wish to wear their own PPE are permitted to do so. 
 

Will children be expected to wear face masks/gloves? 
Face masks and gloves are a preference for some people and there will be no restrictions on their use. 
The only people required to use them are those who are involved in intimate care 
 
‘Personal protective equipment (PPE) including face coverings and face masks: 
Wearing a face covering or face mask in schools or other education settings is not recommended. Face 
coverings may be beneficial for short periods indoors where there is a risk of close social contact with 
people you do not usually meet and where social distancing and other measures cannot be maintained, 
for example on public transport or in some shops. This does not apply to schools or other education set-
tings. Schools and other education or childcare settings should therefore not require staff, children and 
learners to wear face coverings.’ 
 
(Guidance: Coronavirus (COVID-19): implementing protective measures in education and childcare set-
tings. Published 11 May 2020) 



Staff FAQs 
Will sanitisers be available in all classrooms? 
Hand sanitizer will be available in all classrooms as will anti-bac wipes. Sanitisers will also  be installed in 
corridors and faculty offices. 
 

How will the use of faculty offices work in practice? 
Faculty teams will need to agree how they will socially distance in offices and requests for reconfigura-
tion of furniture can be made. Heads of faculty will coordinate this and liaise with premises where re-
quests for furniture movement within offices is required. 
 

Will fire doors be, such as those in stairwells, wedged open to avoid multiple contact 
with door handles? Office doors are used constantly. 
Fire doors will not be propped open, but there will be increased cleaning including focusing on door 
handles. Please see the school risk assessment, which will be published on the school website for more 
detail. 
 

How do we ensure that students/staff are following the health and safety advice, 
washing hands, sanitising, distancing? How do we police/sanction? Both students and 
staff.  
There will be specific sessions for students relating to a safe return to school and also reinvigorating 
good learning and hygiene standards. The school’' rewards and consequences system remains in place. 
 

I teach a practical subject that requires machinery to be used safely, this kind of in-
struction will need some pre planning? 
We will restrict the use of practical equipment where possible to once a day. This way it can be cleaned 
down overnight.  
 

Just wondering what PE may look like when adhering to social distancing rules; chang-
ing rooms, permissible activities etc? 
PE will be included in the core offer and students will be able to come to school in their PE kits on the 
day they have PE. Changing rooms will not be used until phase 6. 
 

Some subject lessons are unlikely to run before September if we are socially distancing 
and unable to share equipment. Additionally, some subject specific activities are con-
sidered ‘unsafe activities’ as they can aid transmission apparently. My biggest worry is 
that I’ll be ‘in over my head’ while possibly helping to deliver a core/traditional subject 
as my own subject won’t be on the timetable. 
The expectation is that teachers will be delivering and monitoring online learning for Key Stage 3 classes 
in their subjects, collaboratively where possible to support teacher workload. Alongside this teachers 
will be preparing for the launch of new options.  
There will be some centrally produced sessions on wellbeing that all staff may be asked to facilitate. 
Teachers may be required to support the 1:1 Year 10 recovery conversations. Teachers are unlikely to 
be delivering lessons for a subject outside of their area.  
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Will core teachers be expected to do most of the face to face teaching in the first in-
stance with year 10s? 
Yes, core teachers will be expected to lead on face to face time with Year 10  in the first instance. Non-
core will be scheduled for the key worker rota and one to one face time sessions with Year 10. Please 
also see the answer to question one and the phases of return. 
 

Will pods of students be mixed ability? 
Pods will be mixed ability and based on option choices so we have flexibility to launch new options to 
pods if the situation is appropriate and mindful of government guidance and PHE. 
  

Teachers who are in school will not have the same capacity to chase home learners and 
provide feedback. What support will be given to them? 
It is envisaged that staff not in school will take responsibility for following up home learning. This will 
free up staff in school for face to face  delivery/ support for students attending school. This will also be 
aided by the centralised curriculum and joint planning of shared resources. 
  

Are we/school liable if a staff member becomes infected and then unknowingly infects 
students from parent/carer legal action? 
The government has released guidance to state no school will be legally responsible for students or 
staff contracting the virus when we reopen. 
If a member of staff or student presents with symptoms they are to call in ill and we will advise them on 
testing. Anyone else in the same ‘pod’ including staff who have taught them will be told to self isolate. 
If the result of the test is negative the  individual can then return to school. If the test is positive the in-
dividual will be told to self isolate for 14 days. If anyone develops symptoms on site they are to be iso-
lated until they can be sent home. The rest of the pod will also be sent home. 
  

I am just wondering when we open what would be the hours as I am concerned that I 
will still be dropping my children off and collecting from school.  As there are no before 
school and after school clubs. 
Starts and finishes for students will be staggered in order to comply with social distancing require-
ments. Any individual staff needs and/or circumstances will be considered in planning 
  

What provision is there for shared kitchen use in offices for staff? Are there protocols 
for this? Will staff be able to purchase school lunches? 
School lunches will initially be sandwiches. We will be producing enough sandwiches for students and 
staff on site. Faculties will need to be mindful of other colleagues and use the space on a rota basis. Fac-
ulty offices will be  cleaned regularly.  
  

What support in place for trauma of both staff and students to be considered? 
We are in the process of planning workshops for students centred around processing trauma. We are 
liaising with MHST to create resources for students and establish what support can be provided to staff 
and students when we return. The Employee Assistance scheme is also open to all Islington employees 
and includes a counselling service which can be accessed by anyone. 


