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EGA is an inclusive school for all, meeting the needs of students with special educational

needs.

Elizabeth Garrett Anderson, is committed to meeting the needs of all students, including

those with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).

Our expectation is that children and young people with SEND will receive an education that

enables them to make progress so that they:

● Achieve their very best;

● Become confident individuals living fulfilling lives;

● Make a successful transition into adulthood, whether into employment,further or

higher education or apprenticeships.

We will use our best endeavours to make sure that a student with SEND gets the support

they need.  This means doing everything we can to meet the student’s special educational

needs.

We aim to meet the needs of students whose needs fall within the following four areas:

● Communication and Interaction, for example, Autistic Spectrum Condition,
Developmental Language Disorder and  Speech and Language Difficulties

● Cognition and Learning, for example, Dyslexia, Dyspraxia,  Moderate Learning
Difficulties

● Social, Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties, for example, Attention Deficit
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)

● Sensory and/or Physical needs, for example, Visual Impairments, Hearing
Impairments, Processing Difficulties, Epilepsy.

Although we may not always be able to support students with the most severe and complex

needs, we will always attempt to do so. The  EGA school site is fully accessible.



Who can I contact if I have concerns about my child’s progress?

The first point of contact for anything relating to your daughter’s education is her Tutor, then

her Pastoral Manager and Head of Year.  However, the person responsible for coordinating

the support in school is the SENCo (Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator).

Our SENCO  is Ms Janette Goss.  (She also  looks after Year 9, 10 and 11).
Contact details: 0207 837 0739 Ext 239 janette.goss@egas.islington.sch.uk

Our KS3 Inclusion Lead (Years 7 and 8) is Ms Jasvin Singh.

Contact details: 0207 837 0739 Ext. 228 jasvin.singh@egas.islington.sch.uk

Below, we have tried to answer the most frequently asked questions about how we meet

the needs of students with special educational needs and disabilities. If you need any more

information, please contact Ms Janette Goss, our SENCo.

How will you support my child’s educational needs?  How is the decision made about what

type and how much support my child will receive?

Throughout their time at school, students may receive varying levels of support, according

to their changing needs and circumstances.  We aim to identify students  who need

additional support as early as possible and by providing that support, enable them to make

good progress.

Our new Year 7 students take on-line Cognitive Ability Tests,  Reading Comprehension

assessments  which, with additional information received from primary schools,  helps us

identify any specific needs. For pupils in Year 8 to Year 11 concerns raised about a student’s



learning can come through their subject teacher, tutor, parent, the student herself or

through our Pastoral Support Panels which meet every two weeks for each year group.

The particular interventions we put in place will vary over time as needs change.  If we think

your child needs additional support, we will always discuss this with you first. We will also

ask for written permission to place your daughter on the school’s SEND list but this may be

by phone as we emerge from the current pandemic.

We actively encourage students to speak to us about their SEN and how best we can support

them here. Their voice is important to us.

Regular data collections take place in the school year to see how your child  is progressing in

each of their subjects. These reports are sent home regularly via the school’s email and text

message service. Where concerns about learning or behaviour are raised, a meeting will be

arranged with parents and student to discuss these. The meeting may be with either; the

SENCo, KS3 Inclusion Lead or a member of your child’s Pastoral Manager/ Head of Year/

Pastoral Lead. Within these meetings we will discuss ways of moving forward.

Here are some examples of how we may offer further support:

● An online Exact Literacy Assessment.

● An on-line Dyslexia Screener  Assessment.

● A referral to CAMHS

● A referral to Islington Outreach Services which support students with hearing, visual

and mobility difficulties.

● A referral to Speech and Language and Occupational Therapy Services.

● An Educational Psychologist assessment.

● Reciprocal Reading for Years 7 and 8.

● Year 7 Phonics Group.

● Suggestions on how a student can be supported at home.

● Feedback to teaching staff on how best to teach and support this student in lessons.

● A Pupil Passport that outlines a student’s needs and how best to teach and support

in lessons.



● Annexe: a support group for managing exam anxiety

● Referral to Bright Start Service (Support for families).

How will my child access the curriculum? .

The school offers a  broad and differentiated curriculum.  Where students have SEND, a

graduated response will be adopted. When a student fails to make progress and shows signs

of difficulty in some of the following areas: acquiring literacy and numeracy; presenting

persistent behaviour, emotional and social difficulties; has sensory or physical problems; or

communication or interaction difficulties, the school follows the graduated approach an

‘Assess, Plan ,Do, Review’ approach. Assessments will allow the student to show what they

know, understand and can do, as well as to identify any learning difficulties.

Following assessment, we will put a plan in place (Provision Mapping via Sims and or a Pupil

Passport) detailing appropriate interventions, such as:

● Classroom organisation and management
● In-class support by teacher
● Small group work
● Reading Groups
● Behaviour modification programmes
● Use of specialist equipment
● Alternative teaching strategies
● Transition and Social Skills Groups.
● Withdrawal interventions to support individual’s needs.

The plan will be outcome focused. The resources deployed to help the student achieve the

agreed outcomes will be captured in a Provision Map on Sims or an alternative software

platform.  Parents and students will be involved in developing the plan. The school will,in

other than exceptional cases, make full use of classroom and school resources before

drawing on external support, as outlined in the Islington’s Local Offer.



The school will make provision for students with SEND to match the nature of their

individual needs and the class teacher and SENCo will keep regular records of the actions

taken and the outcomes. There will be flexible grouping of students so that learning needs

may be met in individual,small grouping or whole class contexts. The curriculum will be

differentiated to meet the needs of individual students. Schemes of work for students,

within classes and year groups, will reflect whole school approaches to teaching and

learning and will take account of SEND. Curriculum tasks and activities will  be broken down

into a series of small and achievable steps for students who have marked learning difficulties

to support them. Every pupil is expected to purchase their own Chromebook at the start of

Year 7, however the school sells these at a significantly subsidised cost.

What training and expertise is available to the staff supporting children with SEND?

The learning support team consists of the SENCO who is responsible for Years 9, 10 and 11,

the Key Stage 3 Inclusion Lead, a Literacy Intervention teacher and eight Teaching Assistants

supporting mainstream lessons.

The faculty has expertise in supporting students’ Social, Emotional and Mental Health

Needs, Autism, Speech, Language and Communication Needs and Dyslexia.  The SENCo has a

B. Phil in Social and Emotional Behaviour, is an Elklan Tutor for Speech and Language

Communication course, is a Specialist Dyslexia Teacher and has many years of experience of

delivering vocational courses and is a specialist teacher of Maths.

The Key Stage 3 Inclusion Lead is a specialist teacher of English with a Masters in Creative

Writing. She is currently working towards the National Award for SEN Co-ordination.

Several members  of the team hold an accredited Elklan Speech and Language Level 3

Certificate. The faculty also has expertise in delivering a very successful Foundation Learning

course, offering a range of alternative BTEC vocational qualifications and Asdan Life Skills

Challenge Awards together with additional English and Mathematics teaching. The course

also helps prepare students for Adulthood.

The school offers on-going professional development  for teachers and teaching assistants

on a range of topics to support the teaching of all students in the inclusive classroom.



What additional support for learning and extracurricular activities available for pupils with

SEND?

● Smaller teaching groups

● Teaching Assistant support as appropriate.

● Additional support staff to aid the development of curriculum materials;

● Additional support staff to support at social times, break, lunch and after school.

● A Pastoral Manager for all Year Groups

● Bespoke Literacy Interventions.

● A Key Stage 4 Foundation Learning option replacing a GCSE offering additional

English and  Maths support together with vocational qualifications.

● A comprehensive enrichment programme before and after school open to all.

Support where necessary to enable attendance.

Students with an Education Health Care Plan will have support as agreed in their plan and in

partnership with the student, parent and the “Team around the Child'' professionals.  This

support may change as a student’s needs change.  As an integral part of our curriculum

budget allocation, Heads of Faculties allocate a portion of their money to purchase

textbooks and relevant materials to ensure access for students with special educational

needs.

Advice is given to staff by the SENCo and KS3 Inclusion Lead on all aspects of special

educational needs and the SEND team produces resources and works collaboratively with

subject teachers to ensure the curriculum is accessible but has high expectations and

challenge for all.

How will I know how my child is doing and how will you help me to support my child’s

learning?



There will be on-going communications with you about your daughter’s learning through

one-to-one conversations, subject profiles, academic review days and parent’s evenings

How will my child be consulted about their learning?

There will always be on-going discussion with the student and her subject teachers and

tutor.

All the teachers in the school are teachers of students with Special Educational Needs. As

such Elizabeth Garrett Anderson School adopts a 'whole school approach' to SEND that

involves all staff adhering to a model of good practice, using the recommendations from the

Education Endowment Foundation ( EEF). All students with SEND are afforded the same

rights as other students in terms of their admission to school.

How does the school work with other services to support a student with SEND?

The school works collaboratively with the following services.

● Alternative Education Provision (ie Pupil Referral Units, External courses for Year 10

and 11 students)

● Islington Outreach Support Services

● Educational Psychology Service

● The Bridge School Outreach Service supporting the school with students with ASC

● Samuel Rhodes School Outreach Service

● Child Adolescent Mental Health Service  (CAMHS)

● Richard Cloudesley Outreach Service

● Children’s Therapy Team (Speech & Language/Occupational Therapy)

● Behaviour Support Service

● Islington’s Learning Support Services

● Child Protection Advisors

● Attendance Advisory Practitioner (APP)



● Health Service (School Nurse, Dietician, Therapists)

● Bright Start

What will the governing body do if I have a concern or complaint about the provision for

my child?

Here, at Elizabeth Garrett Anderson School, it is our vision that SEN support is most

successful when all stakeholders, the school, parents and students work in partnership.

However, if there are queries or concerns raised, the SENCO  should be informed as soon as

possible, as an informal discussion can often alleviate the concern and the appropriate

intervention can be put in place or the situation rectified.

Following this consultation, if the situation is not resolved, the parent/carer should contact

the Assistant Headteacher responsible for SEND, Ms Kathy Watson.   If the situation is still

not successfully resolved, it is advised that the parent/carer should send a written complaint

to Ms. Jill McLaughlin, Chair of Governors.

How does the school help my child with transition into school and then moving on to

secondary school/adulthood?

Each student and their  parents will be invited for an interview in early June.  During this

interview, they will be given an admissions brochure of details about the school and the

uniform and asked to sign the Home/School Partnership Agreement.

This agreement explains what the school provides for each of its students, what is expected

of EGA students and how parents can support the work of their child.  The  Assistant

Headteacher  liaises with primary schools regarding each student’s strengths and

weaknesses. In addition, the KS3 Lead may meet with some parents and students to discuss

their additional needs and speak with primary school SENCo.



This informs us about the learning needs of each student.  In July, the students are invited to

spend a morning in school to meet their tutors and to ask any questions they may have.  To

make the first day special for Year 7 students, they are invited in before the rest of the

school. This means they can get to know their way around the school quickly and get used to

their new routine by themselves. In addition, subject to funding, students  are invited to a

summer school at the end of August.

The SENCo supports Year 11 students and their parents with transition to college or sixth

form. The SENCo advises all students to share their access arrangement report with their

next education placement.

Where can I find out more about what is available through Islington Council?

This website outlines Islington local; SEND local offer:
ukhttps://directory.islington.gov.uk/kb5/islington/directory/localoffer.page?localofferchanne
lnew=0

How does the school building support inclusion?

The school building is accessible to all. For students with significant physical or medical

needs a full risk assessment and a Health Care Plan is completed in discussion with the

student, parents and other relevant professionals. See Supporting ‘Students with Medical

Conditions at School policy’.

The Learning Support faculty has a suite of rooms on the 5th floor including at this moment

in time a mobile sensory room, designed to deliver a range of interventions and BTEC

vocational courses.

The school has recently opened The Space which will offer more bespoke support for pupils

who are struggling to engage in school for a variety of reasons including Social, Emotional

and Mental Health Difficulties.  There is a referral process for this additional support.

The school is currently in the process of redesigning a  space  to allow the installation of  a

hoist for intimate care. This we hope will be operational by the end of the Spring term.

http://www.islington.gov.uk/


The school has a well established and accessible garden where students can learn

horticultural skills through studying for an award in Horticultural Skills or joining our

gardening club.

The school building is set in attractive gardens and playgrounds which allows students to

explore, socialise and enjoy the natural world.

Our Accessibility Plan which is a working document covers the following:

● Ensuring all disabled pupils can participate in the curriculum.

● Improving the physical environment to enable disabled students take better

advantage of the education, benefits, facilities  and services we provide.

● Improving the availability of accessible information to disabled students.

LINK TO POLICY

https://elizabeth-garrett-anderson.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Revised-SEN-policy-summer-2021-spring-2022.pdf?t=1641477423

