
Psychology
Intent Statement
The psychology GCSE o�ers students an opportunity to learn about key concepts in
modern psychology. As a subject, it is highly relevant. The study of psychology
contributes to an improved knowledge of self and others. It encourages students to
seek an understanding of what we all have in common and what makes us di�erent
from one another. This, in turn, can stimulate smoother interpersonal interactions. As
such, psychology is a subject that is sought after by a wide range of employers.

During the psychology GCSE, students will acquire a range of skills. The course has an
emphasis on learning, and correctly using, key psychology terminology. Students will
learn how to plan and carry out their own psychology research. They will also learn how
to describe well known psychology studies. In conjunction with this they will become
familiar with existing criticisms of studies and theories - both positive and negative.
Additionally, students will have opportunities to apply their knowledge to explain
everyday psychological phenomena. Finally, they will begin to develop their own critical
thinking skills in psychology.

Psychology is a subject that students at EGA very much enjoy. They show great
enthusiasm during lessons and are keen to learn. As with all subjects, home study is
essential. All students will be provided with a paper homework booklet for each of the
eight topics, and they will have free online access to the psychology textbook. As part
of the course, students will also be coached on the use of flashcards, time management
and dealing with procrastination.

These are the eight topics that will be studied during the psychology GCSE.

1 Memory

Students will learn about some of the models that are used to explain how and why
memories are formed and recalled. During this topic, students will be instructed in how
to produce and use flashcards e�ectively. The use of revision techniques learnt in the
memory topic form an integral part of the psychology GCSE. These are skills that will be
useful in other subjects and in further education.

2 Perception

This topic is centred around the di�erence between sensation and perception. Students
will learn to understand perception as something that is constructed and therefore
influenced by a variety of factors. Knowing that the accuracy of our perceptions is
a�ected by our culture, motivations and expectations is invaluable. It will help students
appreciate the validity of other people's perceptions even when these di�er from their
own.

3 Development

As part of this topic on child development, students will learn about the stages that
children go through as they grow. This includes becoming familiar with some of the
ways in which learning a�ects child development. Students will have occasion to reflect
on their own attitudes to learning. This is a chance to recognise the ways in which these
attitudes influence their own achievements in education.

4 Research Methods

Psychologists employ a range of methods to study the human mind. They also use
various statistical methods to analyse the data they gather. Students will learn about
the strengths and weaknesses of these methods and statistical tools. They will also



begin to appreciate the importance of critically evaluating psychological studies and
claims made about psychological phenomena.

5 Social Influence

This topic covers conformity, obedience, and antisocial and prosocial behaviour.
Students will learn about the importance of conformity and obedience for humans as a
social species. They will also learn about the negative outcomes of conformity and
obedience, including examples from history and from psychology experiments. This is
an opportunity for students to consider their role in society and how their own actions
are influenced by other people.

6 Language, Thought and Communication

One of the central questions of this topic is how language a�ects our thoughts and vice
versa. Students will learn about di�erent theories on language as well as non-verbal
forms of communication such as body language and eye contact. They will learn that
there are di�erences in language, thought and communication across cultures. They will
also begin to appreciate that these di�erences cannot be explained in terms of either
'nature' or 'nurture' but that the two are intertwined. This understanding will help
students appreciate the diversity and complexity of human interactions.

7 Brain and Neuropsychology

The brain's main structures and their functions are covered in this topic. Students will
also learn about the transmission of information within the brain, and about various
brain imaging techniques. They will be introduced to the concept of brain plasticity - the
ability of the brain to adapt and restructure. Students will begin to appreciate that with
learning come corresponding changes within the brain. This complements other topics
touching on the idea that humans have the ability to change and develop
psychologically.

8 Psychological Problems

The final topic deals with two common mental health problems: depression and
addiction. Students will learn about biological and psychological explanations for both.
They will also learn about some of the treatments available. While studying this topic,
students will have an opportunity to learn about how mental health problems a�ect
both the individual and society. They will also have a chance to reflect on how people
are a�ected by the social stigma that surrounds mental health; and how this stigma
can be lessened.


