
Year 7 - Curriculum Overview

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1

MiSST

Musical Elements
Students will learn to identify and
describe the musical elements in
a variety of pieces. They will learn
basic descriptive words for each
element and explore these
through their practical work in
both MiSST and standard
curriculum lessons.

Vocab:
Melody: conjunct, disjunct,
ascending, descending
Harmony: chord, perfect cadence
Tonality: major, minor
Texture: monophonic,
homophonic, polyphonic
Tempo: largo, adante, presto
Dynamics: pianissimo, piano,
mezzo piano, mezzo forte, forte,
fortissimo crescendo, diminuendo
Instrumentation: strings,
woodwind, brass, percussion

Assessment:
Students will be assessed
throughout the duration of the unit
through a combination of verbal
questioning, practical application
and written assessment.

Introduction to
Composition
Students will
underscore a short
cartoon clip and use
their knowledge of
the musical
elements to create a
coherent and well
rounded
composition.

Vocab:
As before from Autumn 1 with the
addition of:

Structure: Binary, Ternary, Rondo,
Through-composed

Assessment:
Students will be assessed through the
creation of a final composition - they
will be assessed on their creativity,
ability to accurately explore the
musical elements and their ability to
tell a story through music.

Introduction to Performance
(solo instruments)
Students will learn basic
keyboard and bass skills, with
higher ability students also
able to learn a basic drum
beat. Students will work
towards a short solo
performance at the end of the
half term on their preferred
instrument.

Vocab:
Chords
Bassline
Drum beat (standard rock)

Assessment:
Students will be assessed through a
final performance at the end of the
unit. They should focus on building
their technical ability and musical
expression but also their confidence
and ability to overcome any mistakes
that may hinder their performance.

Flute and Violin
Reading the Stave





Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 MiSST
Performance continued -
Ensemble skills

Using the skills learnt in Spring 1,
students will now work in groups
to create a performance of a
variety of popular songs. This
could include a combination of
keyboard, vocals, bass and drums.

Vocab:
Vocal line
Chords
Bassline
Drum beat (standard rock)

Assessment:
Following on from their
solo performance
assessment, students will
now also be assessed on
their ability to perform as
part of an ensemble and
their practical
musicianship skills. Focus
will be on their ability to
play in time with accuracy,
technical control and
expression as an
ensemble.

Bhangra
Students will learn about the context
and origins of Bhangra music and
complete listening and appraisal
tasks to consolidate their
appreciation of the genre. They will
then work in small groups to
compose and perform their own
Bhangra piece. High ability students
will have the opportunity to use
technology to further their
composition.

Vocab:
Bhangra
Fusion
Raga
Drone
Chaal
Tumbi
Dhol
Riff
Samples
Synthesiser
Drum machine

Assessment:
Students will be assessed
on their ability to
compose a piece of
Bhangra music in line with
the stylistic traits of the
genre. They will also be
assessed on their
creativity and technical
control of the musical
elements.

Choral Singing

Only 2/3 weeks due to timetable
rollover.

Students will work on
preparing their year group
choral performance for the
Year 11 Graduation.
Performance to include
2-part harmony and a
variety of soloists.





Year 8 - Curriculum Overview

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1

MiSST

Musical elements (practical)
Building on their skills
developed throughout year 7,
students will develop their
listening and appraisal skills to
be able to identify the musical
elements and their features in
greater detail. Pupils will use
their practical skills on a variety
of instruments to internalise
their new theory knowledge.

Vocab:
(as previous elements unit with
new words added in bold)
Melody: conjunct, disjunct,
ascending, descending, sequence
Harmony: chord, perfect cadence,
imperfect cadence, pedal note
Tonality: major, minor, key
signature, modulation
Texture: monophonic, homophonic,
polyphonic
Rhythm: syncopation
Tempo: largo, adagio, adante,
allegro presto
Dynamics: pianissimo, piano, mezzo
piano, mezzo forte, forte, fortissimo
crescendo, diminuendo
Instrumentation: strings,

Composition - film music
Students will compose an
underscore to a film trailer on
Logic, making use of their musical
element knowledge to think
about how their compositional
choices are impacting the listener
and conveying the story.

Vocab:
Leitmotif
Mickey-mousing

Assessment:
Students will be assessed through
the creation of a final composition -
they will be assessed on their
creativity, ability to accurately
explore the musical elements and
their ability to tell a story through
music. There will also be an
assessment on their practical music
technology skills.

Solo Performance
Students will work to develop
their practical performance skills
across a range of instruments.
There will be an opportunity for
students to strengthen their
practical skills on keyboards,
drums, and bass. There will also
be the opportunity for students
to learn basic chord patterns on
the guitar.

Vocab:
Expression
Slur
Staccato
Phrasing
Accuracy
Technical Control
Fluidity

Assessment:
Students will be assessed through a
final performance at the end of the
unit. They should focus on building
their technical ability and musical
expression but also their confidence
and ability to overcome any mistakes
that may hinder their performance.

Violin
Music Theory



woodwind, brass, percussion

Assessment:
Students will be assessed
throughout the duration of the unit
through a combination of verbal
questioning, practical application
and written assessment.



Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

MiSST

Ensemble performance
Continuing to develop their
practical performance skills from
Spring 1, students will now focus
on utilising these skills in an
ensemble setting. Students will
work in groups to produce an
ensemble performance of a choice
of popular song.
Vocab:
Beat
Count-in
Vocal line
Chords
Bassline
Drum beat (standard rock)

Chorus
Verse
Middle 8
Intro
Outro

Assessment:
Following on from their
solo performance
assessment, students will
now also be assessed on
their ability to perform as
part of an ensemble and
their practical
musicianship skills. Focus
will be on their ability to
play in time with accuracy,
technical control and
expression as an
ensemble.

The Blues
Students will explore the history
and the context of the Blues,
allowing for an understanding of
the cultural relevance of the genre
and how it is still impacting the
music of the modern day. They will
then use their performance skills to
work towards a performance of the
12-bar blues on keyboards and
bass.

Vocab:
Chord progression
Call and Response
Blues Scale
Field Holler
Walking bass

Assessment:
Students will be assessed
on their ability to play a
standard Blues
progression on either
piano or bass. They will
also have an opportunity
to develop their historical
knowledge of the genre,
which will be assessed
through verbal
questioning.

Jazz (short term due to
rollover)
Following on from the
Blues, students will now
explore how to effectively
improvise a melody over a
chord progression. They
will have a choice of
instruments to improvise
on, including those
instruments being learnt in
the MiSST lessons.

Leading to Battle of Bands

Vocab:
Improvisation
The Head
The Changes

Assessment:
Students will be assessed
on a practical
performance of a jazz
standard. They will also be
assessed on their ability
to improvise a melody
over a standard chord
progression.



Year 9 - Curriculum Overview

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1

Composition - Minimalism
Students will work on
composition software to develop
their own Minimalist
composition. They will explore
typical techniques employed by
Minimalist composers and utilise
them in their own composition.
Pupils will also consolidate their
notation skills through the use of
notation based composition
software.

Vocab:
Motif
Cell
Phase Shift
Rhythmic augmentation
Rhythmic Diminution
Heterophonic

Philip Glass
Steve Reich
Terry Riley
Assessment:

Students will be assessed through
the completion of the final
composition. The success criteria are
based around their creativity, ability
to accurately apply the musical
elements in line with the stylistic

Unheard analysis (musical
theatre)
Throughout this unit, pupils will
analyse the use of the musical
elements and impact they have
on the listener through an
exploration of musical theatre.
The pupils will listen to a wide
variety of styles taken from a
breadth of shows and explore the
compositional techniques used -
this will be consolidated through
practical tasks to allow the
students to internalise the
musical ideas they are studying.

Vocab:
Melody: conjunct, disjunct,
ascending, descending, sequence
Harmony: chord, perfect cadence,
imperfect cadence, pedal note
Tonality: major, minor, key
signature, modulation
Texture: monophonic, homophonic,
polyphonic
Rhythm: syncopation
Tempo: largo, adagio, adante,
allegro presto
Dynamics: pianissimo, piano, mezzo
piano, mezzo forte, forte, fortissimo

Solo Performance (free choice)
Students will take forward an
instrument of their choice to
produce a solo performance in
preparation for a year group
recital event. Students will
spend lesson time rehearsing
independently, allowing them to
build practical musicianship skills
in terms of rehearsal techniques.

Vocab: Variable dependent on the
individual instrument of choice.

Assessment:
Students will be assessed through a
final performance at the end of the
unit. Having built their technical
ability, students should now focus on
their expression and interpretation
skills whilst maintaining their
accuracy in terms of rhythm and
pitch, all of which will be assessed in
a final performance.



traits of the genre and their ability to
create a sense of fluidity and motion
throughout their piece.

crescendo, diminuendo
Instrumentation: strings,
woodwind, brass, percussion
Structure: Binary, Ternary, Rondo,
Through-composed, Chorus, Verse

Assessment:
Students will be assessed
throughout the duration of the unit
through a combination of verbal
questioning, practical application
and written assessment.



Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Ensemble performance
Students will rehearse in small
groups to prepare for a year group
recital event to celebrate their
achievements in Music throughout
the key stage. There will be a
variety of songs for the pupils to
choose from, each allowing for the
pupils to make use of the
instrument they feel the most
proficient on.

Leading to performance

Vocab: Variable dependent on the
individual instrument of choice.

Assessment:
Working towards their
final performance of the
key stage, students will be
assessed on all aspects of
their practical
musicianship. This will
include their accuracy,
technical ability,
expression and ability to
work within, and lead,  an
ensemble.

Music tech /song writing
Students will learn the standard
structure of a pop song and, through
the use of music technology, they
will write and record their own
original single. They will make use of
live vocals, midi and acoustic
instruments to fully explore the
process of producing a modern pop
song.

Vocab:
Melody
Chorus
Bassline
Verse
Intro
Outro
Middle 8
Break
Harmony
Drum Beat

Assessment:
Students will be assessed
on their final composition
which will be in the form
of a song composed on
specialist software. They
will be assessed on their
creativity, musical fluency
and technical handling of
the musical elements.
There will also be an

Music career lessons
In their final few lessons of the
key stage, students will explore
the career opportunities open
to those choosing to pursue the
Music and the Arts. In groups,
students will work to plan a
music festival, with the need for
them to consider all aspects
that go into planning such an
event.

Vocab:
Record Label
Producer
Manager
Marketing
Studio Musician
Sound Engineer
Studio Technician
Copyright

Assessment:

Students will be assessed
through a final
presentation of their
project in combination
with continuous verbal
questioning throughout
the unit.



assessment on their
practical  music
technology skills.





GCSE - Curriculum Overview

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1

Area of Study 1 – Musical Forms
and Devices. Bach set work.

Forms and devices are of fundamental
importance in musical composition, and
many of the common musical forms
and devices used by composers today
have their origin in the Western
Classical Tradition. The music of the
Baroque, Classical and Romantic eras
provides the context for a study of
binary, ternary, minuet and trio rondo,
variation and strophic forms. Learners
are encouraged to engage with a
variety of music from the prescribed
eras, through a range of performing,
composing and appraising activities.
They are also encouraged to make
links between music they listen to,
pieces they perform and their own
compositions, as well as music by
composers from the twentieth and
twenty- first centuries who use these
forms and devices.

Area of Study 2 – Music for Ensemble

Music for ensemble forms the basis for
a study of texture and sonority.
Through a study of diverse musical
styles composed for ensemble, such as
jazz and blues, musical theatre and
chamber music, learners will consider
how music is composed for small
groups of instruments and voices.
Learners will also consider how texture
is manipulated and they are
encouraged to use small
instrumental/vocal groupings in their
own music. Learners are required to
perform as part of an ensemble, and
through this to actively engage with
ensemble music, understanding the
relationship between performers on the
stage and the audience.

Develop & Complete
Free Composition.

Area of Study 3 – Film Music.

The film industry is of considerable
commercial and cultural interest in both
the UK and abroad. There are many
areas of specialism for musicians within
this industry such as composer,
orchestrator, arranger, performer, music
editor, producer and more. A film
composer scores music to accompany
a motion picture for film or television.
This includes dramatic underscore and
thematic music as well as popular
songwriting. Through this area of study
learners are encouraged to consider
how music for film is created,
developed and performed, and the
impact this has on the audience.
Learners will have the opportunity to
compose and perform film music and
are encouraged to use musical
technology to create mood and
atmosphere through engaging with the
story of the film.



Begin Free Composition.

Solo Performing: Choose repertoire
and practise solo piece with their
instrumental teacher in preparation for
the exam recordings in December.

Solo Performing Recordings.
Begin Brief Composition.

Ensemble Performing: students will
work on a duet piece with their
instrumental teacher or choose to work
with others in the class to prepare an
ensemble performance for their exam
recording in March.

Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Area of Study 4 – Popular
Music. Toto set work.

Popular music is a wide-ranging and
diverse art form encompassing several
distinct genres. The popular music
industry offers a wide range of
opportunities for both composers and
performers, including singer,
song-writer, music producer, arranger
and more. Through this area of study
learners are encouraged to explore the
musical idioms associated with a
variety of popular music,
and they will have the opportunity to

Complete/Refine
Composition Scores and Logs

Complete Any Final Rerecording.

At this stage the marks are submitted
to the WJEC Secure Site and the
composition and performance
moderation students are selected.

Mock Questions completed
regularly throughout the year.

Full Mock Papers and Revision.



perform popular music as well as
compose music associated with a
popular music genre. Learners are also
encouraged to use music technology,
understanding the impact this has on
the way music is developed and
performed in popular music.

Develop & Complete
Brief Composition.


