
Homework and Independent Study FAQs

Frequently Asked Questions:
1. What is your approach to homework?
2. What homework should my child be getting?  How long should they be spending on

it?  How do they get feedback on it?
3. How can I see what homework my child is being set?
4. What is your advice about how students can study effectively at home, especially

when preparing for GCSE exams in Year 9, 10 and 11?
5. What support can my child get in school with homework?
6. What happens if my child doesn’t do their homework?
7. Why don’t you give students a homework diary or use Show My Homework?
8. I’ve paid for a study guide but my child hasn’t received it - what should I do?
9. Who should I speak to if I want to discuss an issue to do with homework?

Answers:
1. What is your approach to homework?

We believe our students need to complete regular homework because of the successful
study habits it enables them to build over time.  In Year 7, we want them to develop the
routine of daily reading and doing a small amount of independent study every day, as well as
the habits of organising their workload and meeting deadlines.  We then increase the
demands steadily each year, so that by the time they are taking GCSE courses, they are
able to work effectively and independently for the longer periods of time which are required.

For homework to be given consistently, it needs to be time-efficient for teachers to set,
monitor and give feedback on.  Setting too many tasks that have to be checked by teachers
in lessons eats into teaching time.  This is why many subjects now use online quizzing
programmes.  It makes it easy for students to engage in retrieval practice (the most effective
form of studying - see more in Answer 4) and get prompt feedback on their level of
understanding, and for teachers to be able to identify and correct misunderstandings across
the class in a more timely and efficient way.  This is supported with other activities which
allow students to practise applying their knowledge and skills as appropriate for the subject.

2. What homework should my child be getting?  Where is it set?  How long
should they be spending on it?  How do they get feedback on it?

Please see the homework and independent study page on the website to download an
outline of the expectations for each year group, where all these questions are answered.

3. How can I see what homework my child is being set?

You will need to sign up as a Guardian on your child’s Google Classrooms.  If we have a
valid email address for you, you will receive a link at the start of the academic year.  All you
need to do is accept the invitation and indicate whether you would like to receive the
summaries daily or weekly.  If you need to update your email address, or have a new link
sent out to you, please contact reception on admin@egas.org.uk or 020 7837 0739.
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If you are not able to get your link to work, please contact marcia.field@egas.islington.sch.uk
for help in setting your Guardian account up.  They will be able to go through a
troubleshooting process with you.

There is more information in this Google article: Get Classroom email summaries (for
guardians)

Some parents/carers also find it useful to get their child to log in to their various accounts
(Google Class, Educake, MyMaths, Vocab Express, etc) and check what tasks they have
been set and completed this way.

4. What is your advice about how students can study effectively at home,
especially when preparing for GCSE exams in Year 9, 10 and 11?

What is most important is that students engage in spaced practice and retrieval practice.

Spaced practice means they start their ‘revision’ early, right from the start of a course, and
do this steadily throughout the year, rather than leaving it to the last few months or weeks
(cramming).  We try not to overuse the term ‘revision’, as students think of this as something
that is only done right before the exams.  We recommend all students have a weekly study
timetable to get them into the habits of spaced practice. Students in Year 9, 10 and 11 are
all given the opportunity to create one of these in tutor time.

Retrieval practice means they focus on quizzing themselves, testing themselves, seeing
what they can do from memory, and then getting out their notes and correcting the answers
that they got wrong.  This is the opposite of what most students prefer to do, which is simply
re-reading, underlining and highlighting their notes, again and again.  We know that this is
not an effective way of studying, but students often don’t like to believe this, as it is what they
feel most comfortable doing.  Parents and carers can help by reinforcing this message!

As part of parents’ evening, we always try to include a presentation (either in person or
remote) about effective study strategies for the year group.  This is recorded and emailed out
to parents.  They are also linked on the website.  We are always looking for more effective
ways of teaching parents and carers how to support their children with studying at home -
please contact holly.wilkins@egas.islington.sch.uk with any suggestions.

Links to further guidance on effective study strategies:
● THE 6 BENEFITS OF RETRIEVAL PRACTICE – A VISUAL GUIDE
● Our free resources for educators, parents and students | Inner Drive
● Videos — The Learning Scientists
● These are the best resources to help students study smarter, not harder – Retrieval

Practice
● Using Educake as a student
● Book: A Parent's Guide to the Science of Learning
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https://support.google.com/edu/classroom/answer/6388136?hl=en
https://support.google.com/edu/classroom/answer/6388136?hl=en
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https://blog.innerdrive.co.uk/6-benefits-of-retrieval-practice?utm_campaign=Student%20Workshops&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=200757710&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--8rCApfddSlQMISfowjRY_SWGhlF06NL8HTP3_viPttmUM3ClNTMxFp0N3C0bNmk5NgdvbyWrkVSy_gd4X_saX5BXQ1-uo4352e8bB1h0XjbUA8G8&utm_content=200757710&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.innerdrive.co.uk/resources-education/
https://www.learningscientists.org/videos
https://www.retrievalpractice.org/strategies/2019/8/28/student-study-strategies
https://www.retrievalpractice.org/strategies/2019/8/28/student-study-strategies
https://help.educake.co.uk/en/collections/102741-using-educake-as-a-student
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Parents-Guide-Science-Learning-Studies/dp/0367646617/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=


5. What support can my child get in school with homework?

If they need help, students should always speak to their class teacher first, making sure they
do not leave it until the day it is due.  However, if they need more support, there are a
number of homework clubs which students can attend.  Currently these are:

● Year 7: Tuesday after school with Ms Spallin/Dr Amechi in K1
● Year 8: Tuesday after school with Ms Chowdhury in A2
● Year 9: Tuesday after school with Ms Brooks in A3 and A4
● Year 10 and Year 11 have specific sessions for their GCSE subjects.  Please see the

termly enrichment timetable for up to date information about what is running.
● Year 11: Ms Ndona runs a Lexia/study space on Friday after school

6. What happens if my child doesn’t do their homework?

The teacher will record a behaviour point on SIMS.  Students will usually be given the
chance to bring it in the next day, but if it is still not handed in, they will be set a detention
and parents’ notified of this.  If it becomes a repeated issue, parents will be informed by the
teacher and the root causes discussed.

7. Why don’t you give students a homework diary or use Show My
Homework?

We use Google Classroom to post homework to students because it integrates well with our
other systems and allows staff to set assignments and quizzes, share resources and mark
and assess students’ work. Some subjects also use other online programmes to set
homework, such as Educake, MyMaths, Vocab Express, and Seneca. We phased out the
use of paper diaries and Show My Homework as running more than one system was
confusing for students, families and staff.  Please ensure you sign up for Google Classroom
Guardian updates.

8. I’ve paid for a study guide but my child hasn’t received it - what should I
do?

Please make sure your child has spoken to the relevant subject teacher and that they are
aware the payment has been made on Parent Pay.  Then they will be given their guide by
the relevant faculty/subject area (usually from the faculty office).

9. Who should I speak to if I want to discuss an issue to do with
homework?

If it is a general issue about homework across the school then please contact
holly.wilkins@egas.islington.sch.uk

If it is a subject specific question, please contact the teacher, or the head of faculty or
department directly with your query.   You can find contact details for each subject here on
the website: Subjects - Elizabeth Garrett Anderson School

If you need help with your Guardian access, please contact
marcia.field@egas.islington.sch.uk
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