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History Line 

Fire From Heaven—Mary Renault 

Alexander the Great stands alone as a 
leader and strategist, and Fire from Heav-
en is Mary Renault’s unsurpassed drama-
tization of the formative years of his life. 

His parents fight for their precocious son’s love: On 
one side, his volatile father, Philip, and on the other, 
his overbearing mother, Olympias. The story tells of 
the conqueror’s two great bonds—to his horse, 
Oxhead, and to his dearest friend and eventual lover, 
Hephaistion—and of the army he commands when 
he is barely an adult. Coming of age during the 
battles for southern Greece, Alexander the Great 
appears in all of his colors—as the man who first 
takes someone’s life at age twelve and who swiftly 
eliminates his rivals as soon as he comes to power—
and emerges as a captivating, complex, larger-than-
life figure. 

Coram Boy—Jamila Gavin 

A vivd, compelling and harrowing 
tale from Whitbread award win-
ning    Jamila Gavin. The Coram 
man takes babies and money from 
desperate mothers, promising to 

deliver them safely to a Foundling Hospital in 
London. Instead, he murders them and buries 
them by the roadside, to the helpless horror 
of his mentally ill son, Mish. Mish saves one, 
Aaron, who grows up happily unaware of his 
history, proving himself a promising musi-
cian.  As Aaron's new life takes him closer to 
his real family, the watchful Mish makes a 
terrible mistake, delivering Aaron and his best 
friend Toby back into the hands of the Coram 
man. 

Charlotte Gray—Sebastian Faulks 

In 1942, Charlotte Gray, a young 
scottish woman, goes to Occupied 
France on a dual mission - officially, 
to run an apparently simple errand 

for a British special operations group and 
unofficially, to search for her lover, an English 
airman who has gone missing in action. In the 
small town of Lavaurette, Sebastian Faulks 
presents a microcosm of France and its agony 
in 'the black years'. Here is the full range of 
collaboration, from the tacit to the enthusias-
tic, as well as examples of extraordinary cour-
age and altruism. Through the local resistance 
chief Julien, Charlotte meets his father, a 
Jewish   painter whose inspiration has failed 
him.  

Emerald Star—Jaqueline Wilson 

A fantastic new adventure for brave, 
feisty Hetty Feather - one of Jacqueline 
Wilson's most well-loved characters. 
Since leaving the Foundling Hospital, 
Hetty has seen her fair share of drama, 

excitement, tragedy and loss. After the death of her 
beloved mama, she sets off to find a real home at last 
– starting with the search for her father. But Hetty is 
no longer a simple country girl, and begins to fear 
she’ll never truly belong anywhere. And even when 
she is reunited with her beloved childhood sweet-
heart Jem, Hetty still longs for adventure – especially 
when an enchanting figure from her past makes an 
unexpected reappearance. Could a more exciting 
future lie ahead for Hetty? 

Oranges in No Man’s Land—Elizabeth 

Laird 

Since her father left Lebanon to find work 

and her mother tragically died in a shell 

attack, ten-year-old Ayesha has been living in the 

bomb-ravaged city of Beirut with her granny and her 

two younger brothers.  

The city has been torn in half by civil war and a deso-

late, dangerous no man's land divides the two sides. 

Only militiamen and tanks dare enter this deadly zone, 

but when Granny falls desperately ill Ayesha sets off 

on a terrifying journey to reach a doctor living in ene-

my territory. 

Hetty Feather—Jaqueline Wilson 

London, 1876. Hetty Feather is a tiny, fiery-
haired baby when her mother leaves her on 
the steps of the Foundling Hospital.  
 

Sent to live with a foster family in the country until she 
is big enough to go to school, Hetty plays vivid imagi-
nary games with her foster brothers. Together they 
sneak off to visit the travelling circus, and Hetty is 
mesmerised by the show - especially the stunning 
Madame Adeline and her performing horses. But 
Hetty's happiness is threatened when she must return 
to the Foundling Hospital to begin her education. The 
cruel matrons' strict regime is a terrible struggle for 
Hetty, and she desperately misses her beloved foster 
brother, Jem. But now she has the chance to find her 
real mother. Could she really be Madame Adeline? Or 
will the truth be even more surprising?  



History Line 

At the Sign Of the Sugared Plum—Mary 
Hooper 

Hannah is oblivious to Farmer Price's dark 
words, excited as she is about her first ever 
trip to London to help her sister in her shop 

‘The Sugared Plum', making sweetmeats for the 
gentry.  

Hannah does not however get the reception she 
expected from her sister Sarah. Instead of giving 
Hannah a hearty welcome, Sarah is horrified that 
Hannah did not get her message to stay away - the 
Plague is taking hold of London. Based on much 
research, Mary Hooper tellingly conveys how the 
atmosphere in London changes from a disbelief that 
the Plague is anything serious, to the full-blown hor-
ror of the death carts and being locked up - in effect 
to die - if your house is suspected of infection. 

Revolution—Jennifer Donnelly     
Andi Alpers is on the edge. She’s 
angry at her father for leaving, angry 
at her mother for not being able to 

cope, and heartbroken by the loss of her 
younger brother, Truman. Rage and grief are 
destroying her. And her father has determined 
that accompanying him to Paris for winter 
break is the solution for everything. But Paris 
is a city of ghosts for Andi. And when she finds 
a centuries-old diary, the ghosts begin to walk 
off the page. Alexandrine, the owner of the 
journal, lived during the French Revolution. 
She’s angry too. It’s the same fire that con-
sumes Andi, and Andi finds comfort in it—
until, on a midnight journey through the cata-
combs, words transcend paper and time, and 
the past becomes terrifyingly present. 

Witch Child—Celia Rees 

When Mary sees her grandmother 
accused of witchcraft and hanged for 
the crime, she is silently hurried to 

safety by an unknown woman. The woman 
gives her tools to keep the record of her days - 
paper and ink. Taken to a boat in Plymouth 
and from there sails to the New World where 
she hopes to make a new life among the pil-
grims. But old superstitions die hard and soon 
Mary finds that she, like her grandmother, is 
the victim of ignorance and stupidity, and 
once more she faces important choices to 
ensure her survival. Vividly evoked environ-
ment and characters skilfully and patiently 
drawn, a powerful literary achievement that is 
utterly engrossing from start to finish. 

Wolf Hall—Hilary Mantel 

England in the 1520s is a heartbeat from 
disaster. If the king dies without a male heir, 
the country could be destroyed by civil war. 

Henry VIII wants to annul his marriage of twenty 
years and marry Anne Boleyn. The pope and most of 
Europe opposes him.  

Into this impasse steps Thomas Cromwell: a wholly 
original man, a charmer and a bully, both idealist and 
opportunist, astute in reading people, and implacable 
in his ambition.  

But Henry is volatile: one day tender, one day mur-
derous. Cromwell helps him break the opposition, but 
what will be the price of his triumph? 

Ways to live Forever—Sally Nicholls 

"My name is Sam. I am eleven years old. I 
collect stories and fantastic facts. By the 
time you read this, I will probably be dead." 

Sam is dying of leukaemia. He hasn't got forever, so 
every minute counts. He wants the facts about UFOs 
and horror movies and airships and ghosts and scien-
tists, and how it feels to kiss a girl. And, most im-
portantly, he wants to know the facts about dying. 
Can Sam get answers to the questions that nobody 
will answer - and find a way to live a lifetime in the 
months that he has left?  

Winner of the Waterstone's Children's Book Prize 
2007, this funny, powerful and uplifting novel is a 
startling look at life in the face of death. 

Treasure Island—Robert L Stevenson 

Treasure Island is an adventure novel by 
Scottish author Robert Louis Stevenson, 
narrating a tale of "buccaneers and buried 
gold". First published as a book on 23 May 

1883, Traditionally considered a coming-of-age story, 
Treasure Island is a tale noted for its atmosphere, 
characters and action, and also as a wry commentary 
on the ambiguity of morality – as seen in Long John 
Silver – unusual for children's literature.  

It is one of the most frequently dramatized of all nov-
els. The influence of Treasure Island on popular per-
ceptions of pirates is enormous, including such ele-
ments as treasure maps marked with an "X", schoon-
ers, the Black Spot, tropical islands, and one-legged 
seamen bearing parrots on their shoulders. 
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History Line 

The Merrybegot—Julie Hearn 

In a remote west-country village, all is not 
as it seems. The minister's daughters have 
taken to their bed, howling and spitting 

pins. Rumours of bad magic and witchcraft are 
spreading fast, the piskies are whispering in the or-
chard and an ill wind is blowing.  

Nell, the cunning woman's granddaughter, finds the 
fingers of blame are all pointing towards her. With 
Matthew Hopkins, the Witch-Finder General, on his 
way, Nell is alone, trapped and in mortal danger. 
Who can she trust? Who will save her? In years to 
come, Patience Madden, the minister's youngest 
daughter, has a confession to make. A confession 
that shows another side to what happened to her 
sister, Grace, and to Nell, half a century before ... 

The Executioner’s Daughter—      
Jane Hardstaff 

Thrilling adventure set in the under-
belly of the Tower of London and on the 
Thames in Tudor times. Moss hates her life. As 
the daughter of the Executioner in the Tower 
of London, it’s her job to catch the heads in 
her basket after her father has chopped them 
off. She dreams of leaving, but they are pris-
oners with no way out. Then Moss discovers a 
hidden tunnel that takes her to freedom, 
where she learns that her life isn’t what she 
believes it to be and she doesn’t know who to 
trust. 
Her search for the truth takes her on a journey 
along the great River Thames. Could the an-
swers lie deep in its murky depths? 

The Crucible—Arthur Miller 

 

 

The Crucible is a 1953 play by the Ameri-
can playwright Arthur Miller.  

It is a dramatized and partially fictional-
ized story of the Salem witch trials that 
took place in the Province of Massachu-
setts Bay during 1692 and 1693. 

The Bride’s Farewell—Meg Rosoff 

On the morning of her wedding, Pell Ridley 
creeps out of bed in the dark, kisses her 
sisters goodbye and flees - determined to 

escape a future that offers nothing but hard work and 
sorrow. 

The road ahead is rich with longing, silence and se-
crets, and each encounter leads her closer to the 
untold story of her past. 

And then she meets a hunter - infuriating, mysterious 
and cold. His fate appears to be strangely entwined 
with her own. Will he help her to find what she 
seeks? Or must she continue to wander the earth, 
searching for love and lost things . . . 

Vile Victorians—Horrible Histories 

Queen Victoria was the ultimate Victorian, 
and she was 'not' amused. Luckily YOU will be 
splitting your sides as you discover how dis-

gusting the Victorians really were. They may have 
looked all prim and proper, but they were a jolly 
naughty bunch. Lots of Victorians could be vicious and 
violent and villainous - VILE, in fact. So read on to 
see... * When the first public loo was flushed * What 
terrible tricks Victorian urchins played on posh people 
* Who had a gruesome glass eye for every occasion * 
How some Victorians made money from dead bodies * 
The gory and gruesome ways that Victorians died * 
The nasty things Victorians did to children Plus you 
can discover the vile names Victorian kids were called, 
taste some rotten Victorian recipes and try out some 
terrible tests. History has never been so horrible! 

The Thieves Of Ostia—Caroline Lawrence 

Flavia Gemina is a natural at solving mysteries. 
The daughter of a ship's captain living in Ostia, 
the port of Rome, in AD79, she and her three 

friends, Jonathan, a Jewish boy (and secretly a Chris-
tian); Nubia, an African slave girl; and Lupus, a mute 
beggar boy, must work together to discover who is 
beheading the watchdogs that guard people's homes, 
and why. 
 

A talented storyteller, Caroline Lawrence has created a 
delightfully readable and accessible series that chil-
dren will want to read time and time again. 



History Line 

City of Bones—Cassandra Clarke 

When Clary Fray heads out to the Pandemo-
nium Club in New York City, she hardly 
expects to witness a murder committed by 
teenagers covered with strange tattoos and 

brandishing bizarre weapons. Then the body disap-
pears into thin air. It’s hard to call the police when 
the murderers are invisible to everyone else and 
when there is nothing—to show that a boy has died. 
Or was he a boy? This is Clary’s first meeting with the 
Shadowhunters. It’s also her first encounter with 
Jace, a Shadowhunter who looks a little like an angel 
and acts a lot like a jerk. Within twenty-four hours 
Clary is pulled into Jace’s world with a vengeance, 
when her mother disappears and Clary herself is 
attacked by a demon. But why would demons be 
interested in ordinary mundanes? The Shad-
owhunters would like to know... 

My Story… Series—Various Authors 

My Story Diary Collection :                 
1. Workhouse 2. 1990: A Brand-New 
Century 3. Factory Girl 4. The 

Sweep's Boy 5. Road To War 6. The Storm To 
Come 7. Sophie's Secret War 8. Pyramid of 
Secrets 9. Pompe II 10. Fall of The Blade 11. To 
Kill A Queen 12. Suffragette 13. D-Day 14. 
Viking Blood 15. Titanic 16. The Great Plague 
17. Blitz 18. Roman Invasion 19. The Trenches 
20. Battle of Britain 

The Ruby in The Smoke—       
Phillip Pullman 

Soon after Sally Lockhart's father 
drowns at sea, she receives an anony-

mous letter. The dire warning it contains 
makes a man die of fear at her feet. Deter-
mined to discover the truth about her father's 
death, Sally is plunged into a terrifying mys-
tery in the dark heart of Victorian London, at 
the centre of which lies a deadly blood-soaked 
jewel.  

Philip Pullman's ever-popular, action-packed 
Victorian melodramas are rejacketed for the 
bicentenary of Charles Dickens in 2012. 

Alice in Wonderland—Lewis Carroll       

‘Alice was beginning to get very tired of 
sitting by her sister on the bank, and of 
having nothing to do: once or twice she had 

peeped into the book her sister was reading, but it 
had no pictures or conversations in it, “and what is 
the use of a book,” thought Alice, “without pictures 
or conversations?” So begins the tale of Alice, follow-
ing a curious White Rabbit down a rabbit-hole and 
falling into Wonderland. A fantastical place, where 
nothing is quite as it seems: animals talk, nonsensical 
characters confuse, Mad Hatter's throw tea parties 
and the Queen plays croquet. Alice's attempts to find 
her way home become increasingly bizarre, infuri-
ating and amazing in turn.  

Northern lights - Phillip Pullman 

"Without this child, we shall all die." Lyra 
Belacqua and her animal daemon live half-
wild and carefree among scholars of Jordan 
College, Oxford. The destiny that awaits her 

will take her to the frozen lands of the Arctic, where 
witch-clans reign and ice-bears fight. Her extraordi-
nary journey will have immeasurable consequences 
far beyond her own world...The first volume in Philip 
Pullman's incredible HIS DARK MATERIALS trilogy.  

First published in 1995, and acclaimed as a modern 
masterpiece, it won the UK's top awards for children's 
literature. 

The Host—Stephanie Meyer 

Melanie Stryder refuses to fade away. The 
earth has been invaded by a species that take 
over the minds of their human hosts while 
leaving their bodies intact, and most of hu-

manity has succumbed. Wanderer, the invading "soul" 
who has been given Melanie's body, knew about the 
challenges of living inside a human: the overwhelming 
emotions, the too vivid memories. But there was one 
difficulty Wanderer didn't expect: the former tenant of 
her body refusing to relinquish possession of her 
mind. Melanie fills Wanderer's thoughts with visions 
of the man Melanie loves-Jared, a human who still 
lives in hiding. Unable to separate herself from her 
body's desires, Wanderer yearns for a man she's never 
met. As outside forces make Wanderer and Melanie 
unwilling allies, they set off to search for the man they 
both love. 

Fantasy Line 



Harry Potter & The Philosopher’s Stone 

Harry Potter is an ordinary boy who lives in a 
cupboard under the stairs at his Aunt Petunia 
and Uncle Vernon's house, which he thinks is 

normal for someone like him who's parents have 
been killed in a 'car crash'. He is bullied by them and 
his fat, spoilt cousin Dudley, and lives a very unre-
markable life. That is until an owl turns up with a 
letter addressed to Harry and all hell breaks loose! He 
is literally rescued by a world where nothing is as it 
seems and magic lessons are the order of the day. 
Read and find out how Harry discovers his true herit-
age at Hogwarts School of Wizardry and Witchcraft, 
the reason behind his parents mysterious death, who 
is out to kill him, and how he uncovers the most 
amazing secret of all time, the fabled Philosopher's 
Stone! All this and muggles too. Now, what are they? 

How to Train your Dragon—Cressida 
Cowell 

Hiccup Horrendous Haddock III was 
an awesome sword-fighter, a dragon-
whisperer and the greatest Viking Hero who 
ever lived. But it wasn't always like that. 
In fact, in the beginning, Hiccup Horrendous 
Haddock III was the most put upon Viking 
you'd ever seen. Not loud enough to make 
himself heard at dinner with his father, Stoick 
the Vast; not hard enough to beat his chief 
rival, Snotlout, at Bashyball, the number one 
school sport and CERTAINLY not stupid 
enough to go into a cave full of dragons to find 
a pet... It's time for Hiccup to learn how to be 
a Hero. 

The Lord of The Rings—J.R.R Tolkien 

In ancient times the Rings of Power 
were crafted by the Elven-smiths, and 
Sauron, the Dark Lord, forged the One 

Ring, filling it with his own power so that he 
could rule all others. But the One Ring was 
taken from him, and though he sought it 
throughout Middle-earth, it remained lost to 
him. After many ages it fell into the hands of 
Bilbo Baggins, as told in The Hobbit. In a 
sleepy village in the Shire, young Frodo Bag-
gins finds himself faced with an immense task, 
as his elderly cousin Bilbo entrusts the Ring to 
his care. Frodo must leave his home and make 
a perilous journey across Middle-earth to the 
Cracks of Doom, there to destroy the Ring and 
foil the Dark Lord in his evil purpose. 

Sabriel—Garth Nix                                

Sabriel is sent as a child across the Wall. 
Away from magic; away from the Dead. After 

receiving a cryptic message from her father, 18-year-
old Sabriel leaves her ordinary school and returns 
across the Wall into the Old Kingdom. Fraught with 
peril and deadly trickery, her journey takes her to a 
world filled with parasitical spirits, Mordicants, and 
Shadow Hands – for her father is none other than The 
Abhorson. His task is to lay the disturbed dead back 
to rest. Desperate to find her father, and grimly de-
termined to help save the Old Kingdom from destruc-
tion by the horrible forces of the evil undead, Sabriel 
endures almost impossible challenges whilst discov-
ering her own supernatural abilities – and her        
destiny. 

Eragon— Christopher Paolini 

Fifteen-year-old Eragon believes that he is 
merely a poor farm boy—until his destiny as a 

Dragon Rider is revealed.  

Gifted with only an ancient sword, a loyal dragon, and 
sage advice from an old storyteller, Eragon is soon 
swept into a dangerous tapestry of magic, glory, and 
power.  

Now his choices could save—or destroy—the Empire. 

The Graveyard Book—Neil Gaiman 

When a baby escapes a murderer intent on 

killing the entire family, who would have 

thought it would find safety and security in 

the local graveyard? Brought up by the resident 

ghosts, ghouls and spectres, Bod has an eccentric 

childhood learning about life from the dead.  

But for Bod there is also the danger of the murderer 

still looking for him - after all, he is the last remaining 

member of the family. A stunningly original novel 

deftly constructed over eight chapters, featuring every 

second year of Bod's life, from babyhood to adoles-

cence.  

Will Bod survive to be a man? 

Fantasy Line 



Across the Nightingale Floor—Lian 
Hearn 

The youth Takeo has been brought up in a 
remote mountain village among the Hidden, 

a reclusive and spiritual people who have taught him 
only the ways of peace.  

But unbeknownst to him, his father was a celebrated 
assassin and a member of the Tribe, an ancient net-
work of families with extraordinary, preternatural 
skills. When Takeo's village is pillaged, he is rescued 
and adopted by the mysterious Lord Otori Shigeru.  

Under the tutelage of Shigeru, he learns that he too 
possesses the skills of the Tribe. And, with this 
knowledge, he embarks on a journey that will lead 
him across the famed nightingale floor—and to his 
own unimaginable destiny... 

Fated: Soul Seekers—Alyson Noel 

Strange things have been happening to 
Daire Santos. Animals follow her, crows 

mock her, glowing people appear from no-
where. Worried that Daire's having a break-
down, her mother sends her to stay with the 
grandmother she's never met, who lives on 
the dusty plains of Enchantment, New Mexi-
co.There Daire crosses paths with Dace, a 
gorgeous guy with unearthly blue eyes. Guid-
ed by her grandmother, Daire must be quick 
to learn how to harness her powers, because 
Dace's brother is an evil shape-shifter, out to 
steal them. Daire must embrace her fate as a 
Soul Seeker and discover whether Dace is the 
guy she's meant to be with . . . or if he's allied 
with the enemy she's destined to destroy. 

Forever—Judy Blume 

Is there a difference between first 
love and true love?  
 

Katherine and Michael are in love, and     
Katherine knows it’s forever—especially after 
she loses her virginity to him. But when 
they’re separated for the summer, she begins 
to have feelings for another boy.  

What does this say about her love for       
Michael? And what does “forever” mean, 
anyway?  

Is this the love of a lifetime, or the very    
beginning of a lifetime of love? 

The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe—
C.S Lewis 

Four adventurous siblings―Peter, Susan, 
Edmund, and Lucy Pevensie― step through 

a wardrobe door and into the land of Narnia, a land 
frozen in eternal winter and enslaved by the power of 
the White Witch. But when almost all hope is lost, the 
return of the Great Lion, Aslan, signals a great 
change . . . and a great sacrifice. 

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe is the second 
book in C. S. Lewis’s classic fantasy series, which has 
been drawing readers of all ages into a magical land 
with unforgettable characters.  

Slated—Teri Terry 

Kyla's memory has been erased, 
her personality wiped blank, 

her memories lost for ever. 

She's been Slated. 

The government claims she was a terrorist, and that 
they are giving her a second chance - as long as she 
plays by their rules. But echoes of the past whisper in 
Kyla's mind. Someone is lying to her, and nothing is as 
it seems.  

Who can she trust in her search for the truth? 

Inkheart– Cornelia Funke 

Meggie loves books. So does her father, Mo, a 

bookbinder, although he has never read aloud 

to her since her mother mysteriously disappeared.  

They live quietly until the night a stranger knocks at 

their door.  

He has come with a warning that forces Mo to reveal 

an extraordinary secret - a storytelling secret that will 

change their lives for ever. 

 

Fantasy Line 



Anna and The French Kiss—                    
Stephanie Perkins 

Anna can't wait for her senior year in Atlanta, 
where she has a good job, a loyal best friend, 

and a crush on the verge of becoming more. So she's 
not too thrilled when her father unexpectedly ships 
her off to boarding school in Paris - until she meets 
Etienne St. Clair, the perfect boy. The only problem? 
He's taken, and Anna might be, too, if anything 
comes of her crush back home. Will a year of roman-
tic near-misses end in the French kiss Anna awaits? 
 
"Magical. Anna and the French Kiss really captures 
the feeling of being in love." - Cassandra Clare,   
author of The Mortal Instruments series 

The Wind Singer—William Nicholson 

In Aramanth, exams are everything, 
deciding where people should live and 

what they should wear. When Kestrel rebels, 
her family are sentenced to the harshest pun-
ishment. In order to save them and to restore 
happiness to Aramanth, Kestrel knows she 
must restore the voice of the wind singer, an 
ancient statue standing in the city's square. 
She embarks on this dangerous mission with 
Bowman, her twin, and along the way they 
encounter Mumpo, the silly, smelly school 
dunce who adores Kestrel.  

Their daring journey encompasses the Mud-
people, the malevolent Old Children and 
bloodthirsty desert tribes. 

Ghost Box—Catherine Fisher 

Sarah finds herself responsible for 
freeing the soul of a frustrated ghost, 
who will punish her severely if she 

fails. Everything depends on her unlocking the 
strange silver box that appeared in her room 
one night.  

But will freeing the ghost turn out to be a 
huge mistake? And why is Matt, her weird 
Goth stepbrother, so interested in the box?  

Supernatural tale that will make readers want 
to leave the light on - A cracking ghost story. 

The Magic Faraway Tree—Enid Blyton 

When Joe, Beth and Frannie move to a new 
home, an Enchanted Wood is on their door-

step. And when they discover the Faraway Tree, it 
proves to be the beginning of many magical adven-
tures! Join them and their friends Moonface, Sauce-
pan Man and Silky the fairy as they discover which 
new land is at the top of the Faraway Tree. Will it be 
the Land of Spells, the Land of Treats, or the Land of 
Do-As-You-Please? Come on an amazing adventure – 
there’ll be adventures waiting whatever happens. 

Enid Blyton’s funny, magical adventure stories have 
become true classics, loved by millions and still selling 
thousands of copies every year.  

Iron Man—Ted Hughes 

 

Mankind must put a stop to the dreadful destruction 
by the Iron Man and set a trap for him, but he cannot 
be kept down.  

Then, when a terrible monster from outer space 
threatens to lay waste to the planet, it is the Iron Man 
who finds a way to save the world. 

Love, Stargirl—               

Jerry Spinelli 

Love, Stargirl picks up a year after Stargirl ends 
and reveals the new life of the beloved character who 
moved away so suddenly at the end of Stargirl. The 
novel takes the form of "the world's longest letter," in 
diary form, going from date to date through a little 
more than a year's time. In her writing, Stargirl mixes 
memories of her bittersweet time in Mica, Arizona, 
with involvements with new people in her life. 
 
In Love, Stargirl, we hear the voice of Stargirl herself as 
she reflects on time, life, Leo, and—of course—love. 

Fantasy Line 

Romance Line 



Romeo & Juliet - William Shakespeare 

Did my heart love till now? Forswear it, sight! 
For I ne'er saw true beauty till this night.’ 

Arguably the greatest love story ever told, Shake-
speare’s Romeo and Juliet continues to touch mod-
ern audiences with its passionate depiction of the 
tragic romance between two young lovers.  

With a bitter feud between their respective families, 
Romeo and Juliet’s love is troubled from the start, 
and through their relationship.  

Shakespeare shows the fine line between love, ha-
tred, comedy and tragedy. 

Entangled—Cat Clarke 

What does he want from me? How 
could I have let this happen? AM I 

GOING TO DIE? 17-year-old Grace wakes up in 
a white room, with table, pens and paper - 
and no clue how she got there. As Grace pours 
her tangled life onto the page, she is forced to 
remember everything she's tried to forget. 
There's falling hopelessly in love with the 
gorgeous Nat, and the unravelling of her rela-
tionship with her best friend Sal. But there's 
something missing. As hard as she's trying to 
remember, is there something she just can't 
see? Grace must face the most important 
question of all. Why is she here? A story of 
dangerous secrets, intense friendships and 
electrifying attraction. 

This is Not a Love Story—Keren   
David 

Kitty dreams of a beautiful life, but 
that's impossible in suburban London 

where her family is haunted by her father's 
unexpected death. So when her mum suggests 
moving to Amsterdam to try a new life, Kitty 
doesn't take much persuading. Will this be her 
opportunity to make her life picture perfect? 

In Amsterdam she meets moody, unpredicta-
ble Ethan, and clever, troubled Theo. Two 
enigmatic boys, who each harbour their own 
secrets. In a beautiful city and far from home, 
Kitty finds herself falling in love for the first 
time. But will love be everything she ex-
pected? And will anyone's heart survive? 

The Fault in Our Stars—John Green 

Despite the tumor-shrinking medical miracle 
that has bought her a few years, Hazel has 
never been anything but terminal, her final 

chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. But when a gor-
geous plot twist named Augustus Waters suddenly 
appears at Cancer Kid Support Group, Hazel’s story is 
about to be completely rewritten. 
 
Insightful, bold, irreverent, and raw, The Fault in Our 
Stars is award-winning-author John Green’s most 
ambitious and heartbreaking work yet, brilliantly 
exploring the funny, thrilling, and tragic business of 
being alive and in love.  

No Ordinary Love Song— Alison Prince 

Cal's long, dull summer is about to 
change...Cal would rather avoid reality. He 
hates school; his teachers are badgering him 

to decide on a career; his sister Jess has moved away 
from the Scottish island where they live, and the band 
they play in is falling apart. Not to mention both his 
parents embarking on embarrassing affairs - gross! 
Nothing seems to be going right and he'd rather just 
not bother. Then he meets Kerry, an Australian girl 
new to the Island, and over the course of a long sum-
mer they begin to fall in love. When the summer 
draws to a close though, and Kerry finds out she's 
pregnant, it's time for Cal to face up to reality at last... 

Twilight—Stephanie Meyer 

When 17 year old Isabella Swan moves to 
Forks, Washington to live with her father she 
expects that her new life will be as dull as the 

town. But in spite of her awkward manner and low 
expectations, she finds that her new classmates are 
drawn to this pale, dark-haired new girl in town. But 
not, it seems, the Cullen family. These five adopted 
brothers and sisters obviously prefer their own com-
pany and will make no exception for Bella. Bella is 
convinced that Edward Cullen in particular hates her, 
but she feels a strange attraction to him, although his 
hostility makes her feel almost physically ill. He seems 
determined to push her away - until, that is, he saves 
her life from an out of control car. Bella will soon 
discover that there is a very good reason for Edward's 
coldness. He, and his family, are vampires - and he 
knows how dangerous it is for others to get too close. 

Romance Line 



The Luxe—Anna Godbersen 

Pretty girls in pretty dresses, partying until 
dawn. Irresistible boys with mischievous 
smiles and dangerous intentions. White lies, 

dark secrets, and scandalous hookups. This is Man-
hattan, 1899. 

Beautiful sisters Elizabeth and Diana Holland rule 
Manhattan's social scene. Or so it appears. With the 
fate of the Hollands resting on her shoulders,      
Elizabeth must choose between family duty and true 
love. But when her carriage overturns near the East 
River, the girl whose glittering life lit up the city's 
gossip pages is swallowed by the rough current. As all 
of New York grieves, some begin to wonder whether 
life at the top proved too much for this ethereal 
beauty, or if, perhaps, someone wanted to see Man-
hattan's most celebrated daughter disappear... 

If I Stay—Gayle Forman 

In the blink of an eye everything 
changes. Seventeen -year-old Mia 
has no memory of the accident; she 

can only recall what happened afterwards, 
watching her own damaged body being taken 
from the wreck. Little by little she struggles to 
put together the pieces- to figure out what 
she has lost, what she has left, and the very 
difficult choice she must make.  

Heartwrenchingly beautiful, this will change 
the way you look at life, love, and family. Now 
a major motion picture starring Chloe Grace 
Moretz, Mia's story will stay with you for a 
long, long time. 

Wuthering Heights—Emily Brotne 

Wuthering Heights is a wild, passion-
ate story of the intense and almost 
demonic love between Catherine 

Earnshaw and Heathcliff, a foundling adopted 
by Catherine's father.  

After Mr Earnshaw's death, Heathcliff is bul-
lied and humiliated by Catherine's brother 
Hindley and wrongly believing that his love for 
Catherine is not reciprocated, leaves Wuther-
ing Heights, only to return years later as a 
wealthy and polished man.  

He proceeds to exact a terrible revenge for his 
former miseries.  

The Princess Diaries—Meg Cabot 

'You're not Mia Thermopolis any more, hon-
ey,' Dad said. 'You're Amelia Mignonette 

Grimaldi Thermopolis Renaldo. Princess of Genovia.' 
A PRINCESS?? ME??? Yeah. Right. 

One minute Mia's a totally normal Manhattan 14-
year-old. Next minute she's heir to the throne of 
Genovia, being trailed by a trigger-happy bodyguard, 
taking princess lessons with her bonkers old 
grandmere, and having a makeover with someone 
called Paolo. Well, her dad can lecture her till he's 
royal-blue in the face, but no way is Mia going to turn 
herself into a style-queen. And they think she's mov-
ing to Genovia? Er, hello? 

Million Dollar Mates—Cathy Hopkins 

Jess Hall's dad is the new general manager at 
Porchester Park, and is moving Jess, her 

brother and pet cat into a staff apartment there.  

Jess is dreading the move, until she learns the apart-
ments are strictly A-list only and soon to be populated 
by actors, musicians, models and millionaires...But 
fraternising with the stars isn't all it's cracked up to be, 
and soon Jess is wishing for a return to real-life - but 
can she admit to her friends that the gilded cage isn't 
quite as golden as she'd anticipated? 

Girls in Love—Jaqueline Wilson 

 

Meet Ellie and her best friends Nadine and 

Magda, three teenage girls just starting Year Nine with 

a lot on their minds - mainly boys!  

Told in the bright, sparky and totally realistic voice of 

Ellie, Girls in Love is a funny, frank and revealing look 

at their friendships, problems and heartaches that 

older fans of bestselling author Jacqueline Wilson will 

adore. 

Romance Line 



Pride and Prejudice—Jane Austen 

 

 

Pride and Prejudice, which opens with one of the 
most famous sentences in English Literature, is an 
ironic novel of manners. 

 In it the garrulous and empty-headed Mrs Bennet 
has only one aim - that of finding a good match for 
each of her five daughters. In this she is mocked by 
her cynical and indolent husband. 

With its wit, its social precision and, above all, its 
irresistible heroine, Pride and Prejudice has proved 
one of the most enduringly popular novels in the 
English language. 

Jane Eyre—Charlotte Bronte 

Jane Eyre, although the poor but 
plucky heroine is outwardly of plain 
appearance, she possesses an in-

domitable spirit, a sharp wit and great cour-
age. Forced to battle against the exigencies of 
a cruel guardian, a harsh employer and a rigid 
social order. All of which circumscribe her life 
and position when she becomes governess to 
the daughter of the mysterious, sardonic and 
attractive Mr Rochester. However, there is 
great kindness and warmth in this epic love 
story, set against the magnificent backdrop of 
the Yorkshire moors. Ultimately the grand 
passion of Jane and Rochester is called upon 
to survive cruel revelation, loss and reunion, 

only to be confronted with tragedy. 

Cherry Crush—Cathy Cassidy 

Cherry Costello's life is about to 
change forever. She and Dad are mov-
ing to Somerset where a new mum 

and a bunch of brand-new sisters await.  

And on Cherry's first day there she meets Shay 
Fletcher - the kind of boy who should carry a 
government health warning.  

But Shay already has a girlfriend, Cherry's new 
stepsister, Honey. Cherry knows her friend-
ship with Shay is dangerous - it could destroy 
everything.  

But that doesn't mean she's going to stay 
away from him... 

 

Switched—Amanda Hocking 

When Wendy Everly was six years old, her 
mother was convinced she was a monster and 

tried to kill her. Eleven years later, Wendy discovers 
her mother might have been right. And her whole life 
begins to unravel—all because of Finn Holmes. Finn is 
a mysterious guy who always seems to be watching 
her.  Every encounter leaves her deeply shaken…
though it has more to do with her fierce attraction to 
him than she’d ever admit. Wendy is a changeling 
who was switched at birth—and he’s come to take 
her home. Now Wendy’s about to journey to a magi-
cal world she never knew existed, one that’s both 
beautiful and frightening. And where she must leave 
her old life behind to discover who she’s meant to 
become… 

Sweet Honey—Cathy Cassidy 

Honey is going to live with her dad in Austral-
ia. Determined to make a fresh start, she 

couldn't be further away from the tough times at 
Tanglewood. Her new life is a dream come true - until 
school begins.  

The girls are different from Honey's friends in England 
and the only person who seems to understand her is 
the cute boy from the beach she's chatting to online. 
But when he, the girls at school and even her dad start 
breaking promises, who can she trust? All alone on the 
other side of the world, Honey's past is about to catch 
up with her . . . 

Ways to Live Forever—Sally Nichols 

My name is Sam. I am eleven years old. I  

collect stories and fantastic facts. By the time 

you read this, I will probably be dead. Sam 

loves facts. He wants to know about UFOs and horror 

movies and airships and ghosts and scientists, and 

how it feels to kiss a girl. And because he has         

leukaemia he wants to know the facts about dying.  

Sam needs answers to the questions nobody will an-

swer. WAYS TO LIVE FOREVER is the award-winning 

novel from an extraordinarily talented young writer. 

Funny and honest, it is one of the most powerful and 

uplifting books you will ever read. 

Romance Line 



15 Days without a head—Dave Cousins 

Fifteen-year-old Laurence Roach just wants a 
normal life, but it's not easy when your mum 
is a depressed alcoholic, and your six-year-old 

brother thinks he's a dog.  
 
When Mum fails to come home one night, Laurence 
tells nobody, terrified he and his brother will be 
taken into care if anyone finds out. Instead, he 
attempts to keep up the pretence that Mum is still 
around: dressing up in her clothes to trick the neigh-
bours and spinning an increasingly complicated tan-
gle of lies. After two weeks on their own, running out 
of food and money, and with suspicious adults clos-
ing in, Laurence finally discovers what happened to 
his mother. And that's when the trouble really   
starts . . .  

When I Was Joe—Keren David 

When Ty witnesses the knife murder of 
another boy he identifies some very danger-
ous people and the police put him and his 
mother into hiding in a witness protection 
scheme. Ty becomes Joe, is given a new look 
and starts at a new school. To his surprise, he 
finds he is attracting the attention of the girls 
in his class, and the boys find his need to 
conceal his real identity cool - being Joe is not 
so bad. Somehow Joe keeps drawing attention 
to himself despite his efforts to remain anony-
mous. Then his beloved grandmother back in 
London is badly injured in an attack designed 
to flush Ty out of hiding and demonstrates the 
relentless determination to silence him. 

 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night-time—Mark Haddon 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night-Time is a murder mystery novel 

like no other. The detective, and narrator, is 
Christopher Boone. Christopher is fifteen and 
has Asperger's Syndrome. He knows a very 
great deal about maths and very little about 
human beings. He loves lists, patterns and the 
truth. He hates the colours yellow and brown 
and being touched. He has never gone further 
than the end of the road on his own, but when 
he finds a neighbour's dog murdered he sets 
out on a terrifying journey which will turn his 
whole world upside down. 

Apple & Rain—Sarah Crossan 

When Apple's mother returns after eleven 
years of absence, Apple feels whole again. 

She will have an answer to her burning question - 
why did you go? And she will have someone who 
understands what it means to be a teenager - unlike 
Nana. But just like the stormy Christmas Eve when 
she left, her mother's homecoming is bitter sweet, 
and Apple wonders who is really looking after whom. 
It's only when Apple meets someone more lost than 
she is, that she begins to see things as they really are. 
Like a brilliant hybrid of Cathy Cassidy and Jacqueline 
Wilson, Sarah Crossan entices you into her world, 
then tells a moving, perceptive and beautifully craft-
ed, Carnegie Shortlisted story which has the power to 
make you laugh and cry. 

Wonder—R.J Palaciao 

'My name is August. I won't describe what I 
look like. Whatever you're thinking, it's proba-

bly worse.' Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-year-
old. He does ordinary things - eating ice cream, playing 
on his Xbox. He feels ordinary - inside. But ordinary 
kids don't make other ordinary kids run away scream-
ing in playgrounds. Ordinary kids aren't stared at 
wherever they go. Born with a terrible facial abnor-
mality, Auggie has been home-schooled by his parents 
his whole life. Now, for the first time, he's being sent 
to a real school - and he's dreading it. All he wants is 
to be accepted - but can he convince his new class-
mates that he's just like them, underneath it all?  

Noughts & Crosses—Malorie Blackman 

Sephy is a Cross – a member of the dark-

skinned ruling class. Callum is a nought – a 

‘colourless’ member of the underclass who were once 

slaves to the Crosses. The two have been friends since 

early childhood.  

But that’s as far as it can go. Until the first steps are 

taken towards more social equality and a limited num-

ber of Noughts are allowed into Cross schools… 

Against a background of prejudice and distrust, in-

tensely highlighted by violent terrorist activity by 

Noughts, a romance builds between Sephy and Callum 

– a romance that is to lead both of them into terrible 

danger… 

Family & Friendship Line 



Artichoke Hearts—Sita Brahmachari 

 

Twelve-year-old Mira comes from a chaotic, 
artistic and outspoken family where it’s not always 
easy to be heard. As her beloved Nana Josie's health 
declines, Mira begins to discover the secrets of those 
around her, and also starts to keep some of her own. 
She is drawn to mysterious Jide, a boy who is clearly 
hiding a troubled past and has grown hardened lay-
ers - like those of an artichoke - around his heart.  

As Mira is experiencing grief for the first time, she is 
also discovering the wondrous and often mystical 
world around her. 

A Monster Calls—Patrick Ness 

Conor has the same dream every 
night, ever since his mother first fell ill, 

ever since she started the treatments that 
don't quite seem to be working. But tonight is 
different. Tonight, when he wakes, there's a 
visitor at his window. It’s ancient, elemental, a 
force of nature. And it wants the most danger-
ous thing of all from Conor.  

It wants the truth. Bestselling novelist Patrick 
Ness takes the final idea of the late, award-
winning writer Siobhan Dowd and weaves a 
heartbreaking tale of mischief, healing and 
above all, the courage it takes to survive. 

Life on the Refrigerator Door—
Alice Krupers 

Mom, I went to the store. See inside 
the fridge. I watered the plants. I 

cleaned out Peter's cage. I tidied the sitting 
room. And the kitchen. And I did the washing 
up. I'm going to bed. Your live-in servant, 
Claire 

Life on the Refrigerator Door is told exclusive-
ly through notes exchanged by Claire and her 
mother, Elizabeth, during the course of a life-
altering year. Their story builds to an emotion-
al crescendo when Elizabeth is diagnosed with 
breast cancer. This is a moving portrait of the 
relationship between a daughter and mother.  

My Sister Lives on the Mantelpiece—Annabel 
Pitcher 

Ten-year-old Jamie Matthews has just moved 
to the Lake District with his Dad and his teenage 
sister, Jasmine. Five years ago his sister's twin, Rose, 
was blown up by a terrorist bomb. His parents are 
wrecked by their grief, Jasmine turns to piercing, pink 
hair and stops eating. The family falls apart. But Jamie 
hasn't cried in all that time. To him Rose is just a 
distant memory. Jamie is far more interested in his 
cat, Roger, his birthday Spiderman T-shirt, and in 
keeping his new friend Sunya a secret from his dad. 
And in his deep longing and unshakeable belief that 
his Mum will come back to the family she walked out 
on months ago. When he sees a TV advert for a talent 
show, he feels certain that this will change everything 
and bring them all back together once and for all. 

The Secret Garden— Frances Hodgson-
Burnett 

Mary Lennox was horrid. Selfish and spoilt, she 
was sent to stay with her hunchback uncle in York-
shire. She hated it. But when she finds the way into a 
secret garden and begins to tend it, a change comes 
over her and her life. 

She meets and befriends a local boy, the talented 
Dickon, and comes across her sickly cousin Colin who 
had been kept hidden from her. Between them, the 
three children work astonishing magic in themselves 
and those around them. 

The Secret Garden is one of the best-loved stories of 
all time. 

Little Women—Louisa May Alcott 

'Rich or poor, we will keep together and be 

happy in one another' 

 

Christmas won't be the same this year for Meg, Jo, 

Beth and Amy, as their father is away fighting in the 

Civil War, and the family has fallen on hard times.  

But though they may be poor, life for the four March 

sisters is rich with colour, as they play games, put on 

wild theatricals, make new friends, argue, grapple with 

their vices, learn from their mistakes, nurse each other 

through sickness and disappointments, and get into all 

sorts of trouble. 

Family & Friendship Line 



Moose Baby—Meg Rosoff 

 

Brilliantly funny teen drama from the consist-
ently brilliant and Carnegie Medal winning author. 
Will it be a boy or a girl? Nothing can prepare Jess 
and Nick for when Jess gives birth to their first - 
moose. Four legs won't fit into a romper suit and 
what will grandma say?  

But there has been a spate of Non-Homo-Sapien 
births round the country and everyone else is coping, 
disembowelled labradors apart.  

The trials of being a parent - A moving and also hilari-
ous take on relationships and motherhood - with a 
very powerful message.  

Saffy’s Angel—Hilary Mckay 

After Saffron Casson discovers that 
she's adopted, life is never quite the 

same again. Saffy wants a piece of her past. So 
when her grandfather bequests a stone angel 
to her, Saffy knows she has to find it. Realising 
that her childhood in Siena holds the key, she 
secretly stows away on a car trip to Italy, with 
her new friend, Sarah. Meanwhile her family, 
engaged in their own wacky projects. Caddy, a 
hopeless student, is studying for her A Levels 
and desperately trying to pass her driving test. 
Indigo, the sole boy of the Casson family, is 
determined to rid himself of this fear of 
heights. And the youngest, Rose, a budding 
artist, has a knack for baiting her pompous 
dad, with entertaining results . . . 

Salvage—Keren David 

Aidan Jones was my brother. But I 
couldn't really remember his face. I 

couldn't remember talking to him or playing 
with him. He was just a gap, an absence, a 
missing person. But when her adopted family 
starts to break down, a way out comes in the 
form of a message from her lost brother, 
Aidan. Having Aidan back in her life is both 
everything she needs and nothing she ex-
pected. 

I glance at the paper. There's a big picture on 
the front page. A girl with dark red hair. A girl 
with eyes that might have been green or they 
might have been grey. I sit down and stare at 
Cass, and it is her, it is. My stolen sister.  

The Lovely Bones—Alice Sebold 

My name was Salmon, like the fish; first name, 
Susie. I was fourteen when I was murdered on 

December 6, 1973. My murderer was a man from our 
neighborhood. My mother liked his border flowers, 
and my father talked to him once about fertilizer. This 
is Susie Salmon. Watching from heaven, Susie sees 
her happy, suburban family devastated by her death, 
isolated even from one another as they each try to 
cope with their terrible loss alone. Over the years, her 
friends and siblings grow up, fall in love, do all the 
things she never had the chance to do herself. But life 
is not quite finished with Susie yet . . . The Lovely 
Bones is a luminous and astonishing novel about life 
and death, forgiveness and vengeance, memory and 
forgetting - but, above all, about finding light in the 
darkest of places. 

Pig Heart Boy—Malorie Blackman 

 

You're thirteen. All you want is a normal life. But most 
normal kids don't need heart transplants. 
 
So there's this doctor. He says there's a chance for 
you. But he also says it's experimental, controversial 
and risky. And it's never been done before. 
 
Shortlisted for the Carnegie Medal, this is a powerful, 
thought-provoking story from the award-winning 
Malorie Blackman. 

Blood Family—Anne Fine 

Edward is four years old when he is locked away 

with his mother by her abusive, alcoholic partner, 

Harris. By the time an elderly neighbour spots his pale 

face peering through a crack in the boarded-up window 

and raises the alarm, he is seven. Sent to live with a kindly 

foster family, and then adopted, Edward struggles to 

adapt to normal life. Even as a teenager it’s still clear to 

his new family and schoolmates there’s something odd 

about him. Then one fateful day, Edward catches a 

glimpse of himself in a photograph. What he sees shocks 

him to the core – a vision of Harris. Was this monster his 

father all along? And does that mean that, deep down, 

another Harris is waiting to break out? Every step of pro-

gress Edward has made swiftly begins to unravel, and he 

has to decide whether his blood will determine his future. 

Family & Friendship Line 



Percy Jackson & The Lightning Thief—Rick 
Riordan 

 

Half boy. Half God. All Hero. 

Look, I didn't want to be a half-blood. I never asked 
to be the son of a Greek God. 
 
I was just a normal kid, going to school, playing bas-
ketball, skateboarding. The usual. Until I accidentally 
vaporized my maths teacher. Now I spend my time 
battling monsters and generally trying to stay alive. 

This is the one where Zeus, God of the Sky, thinks I've 
stolen his lightning bolt - and making Zeus angry is a 
very bad idea. 

 

The Bad Beginning—Lemony 
Snickett 

There is nothing to be found in the 
pages of A Series of Unfortunate Events but 
misery and despair. You still have time to 
choose another international best-seller to 
read. But if you must know what unpleasant-
ries befall the charming and clever Baudelaire 
children read on . . . In The Bad Beginning the 
three youngsters encounter a greedy and 
repulsive villain, itchy clothing, a disastrous 
fire, a plot to steal their fortune and cold 
porridge for breakfast.  

Then again, why trouble yourself with the 
unfortunate resolutions? 

Hidden—Miriam Halahmy 

Fourteen year old Alix lives at the bottom 
of Hayling Island near the beach. Far 
removed from world events such as war, 

terror and refugees. Alix has never even given a 
thought to asylum seekers, she has enough prob-
lems of her own: Dad has a new life that doesn't 
include her and Mum is helpless and needy. Then 
one day on the beach Alix and Samir pull a 
drowning man out of the incoming tide: Moham-
med, an illegal immigrant and a student. Moham-
med has been tortured by rebels in Iraq for help-
ing the allied forces and has spent all his money 
to escape. Alone, helpless, and desperate not to 
be deported, Mohammed's destiny lies in Alix's 
hands. With the biggest moral dilemma of her 
life, what will Alix do, and who can she trust? 

A Bear Called Paddington—Michael Bond 

Unabridged and illustrated in glorious full-
colour throughout, this exquisite gift edition of 

the original story of Paddington, the classic bear from 
Darkest Peru, is truly to be treasured! 

“A bear? On Paddington station?” Mrs Brown looked 
at her husband in amazement. “Don’t be silly, Henry. 
There can’t be!” 

Paddington Bear had travelled all the way from Dark-
est Peru when the Brown family first met him on 
Paddington station. Since then their lives have never 
been quite the same… for ordinary things become 
quite extraordinary when a bear called Paddington is 
involved. 

Holes—Louis Sachar 

 

Stanley Yelnats' family has a history of bad luck, so 
when a miscarriage of justice sends him to Camp 
Green Lake Juvenile Detention Centre (which isn't 
green and doesn't have a lake) he is not surprised. 
Every day he and the other inmates are told to dig a 
hole, five foot wide by five foot deep, reporting any-
thing they find.  

The evil warden claims that it is character building, but 
this is a lie and Stanley must dig up the truth. 

Storm-Breaker—Anthony Horrowitz 

 

In the first book in the number one bestselling 

Alex Rider series by Anthony Horowitz, fourteen-year-

old Alex is forcibly recruited into MI6.  

Armed with secret gadgets, he is sent to investigate 

Herod Sayle, a man who is offering state-of-the-art 

Stormbreaker computers to every school in the coun-

try.  

But the teenage spy soon finds himself in mortal dan-

ger. 

Family & Friendship Line Adventure Line 



The Wind in the Willows—Kenneth  
Grahame 

Mr. Toad is the kindhearted, but spoiled resi-
dent of Toad Hall. He is bored and constantly 

obsesses over different crazes, like houseboating and 
caravaning, but it is only when he encounters a mo-
torcar that he really gets into trouble. Toad will need 
all the help he can get from his friends—Mole, Rat, 
and Mr. Badger—if he is ever going to learn how to 
act like the respectable toad he should be. 

The Wind in the Willows became an instant classic 
upon its publication in 1908. This timeless classic has 
inspired numerous radio, film, television, and stage 
adaptions, and has inspired sequels and alternative 
versions. 

The Three Musketeers 

The Three Musketeers tells the story of 
the early adventures of the young Gas-

con gentleman, D'Artagnan and his three friends 
from the regiment of the King's Musketeers - 
Athos, Porthos and Aramis. Under the watchful 
eye of their patron M. de Treville, the four de-
fend the honour of the regiment against the 
guards of Cardinal Richelieu, and the honour of 
the queen against the machinations of the Cardi-
nal himself as the power struggles of seventeenth 
century France are vividly played out in the back-
ground. But their most dangerous encounter is 
with the Cardinal's spy, Milady, one of literature's 
most memorable female villains, and Alexandre 
Dumas employs all his fast-paced narrative skills 
to bring this enthralling novel to a breathtakingly 
gripping and dramatic conclusion. 

She is not Invisible—Marcus Sedgewick  

Laureth’s father is a writer. For years 
he's been trying to write a novel about 

coincidence. His wife thinks he's obsessed, 
Laureth thinks he's on the verge of a break-
down. He's supposed to be doing research in 
Austria, so when his notebook shows up in 
New York, Laureth knows something is wrong. 
On impulse she steals her mother's credit card 
and heads there, taking her strange little 
brother Benjamin with her. Reunited with the 
notebook, they begin to follow clues inside, 
trying to find their wayward father. Ahead lie 
challenges and threats, all that much tougher 
for Laureth than they would be for any other 
16 year old. Because Laureth Peak is blind. 

Divergent—Veronica Roth 

In the world of Divergent, society is divided into 
five factions – Candor, Abnegation, Dauntless, 

Amity and Erudite. Every year, all sixteen-year-olds must 
select the faction to which they will devote the rest of 
their lives. For Beatrice Prior, the decision is between 
staying with her family and being who she really is. Her 
choice shocks everyone, including herself. During the 
initiation that follows, Tris and her fellow initiates under-
go extreme physical tests of endurance and intense 
psychological simulations, with devastating consequenc-
es. As initiation transforms them, Tris must determine 
who her friends really are – and whether she can trust 
the man who both threatens and protects her. Because 
Tris has a deadly secret. And as growing conflict threat-
ens to unravel their seemingly perfect society, this secret 
might save those she loves… or it might destroy her. 

The Last Wild—Piers Torday 

This is a story about a boy named Kester. He is 
extraordinary, but he doesn't know that yet. All 

he knows, at this very moment, is this:  

1. There is a flock of excited pigeons in his bedroom.  

2. They are talking to him.  

3. His life will never be quite the same again...A capti-
vating animal adventure destined to be loved by read-
ers of all ages. 

Dead Man’s Cove—Lauren St John 

When orphaned Laura Marlin moves from a 
children's home to live with her uncle in Corn-

wall, she longs for a life of excitement just like the 
characters in her favourite detective novels.  

A real life adventure is on hand as she is deposited at 
her uncle's spooky house . . . Why does her uncle, 
Calvin Redfern, forbid her to go to Dead Man's Cove? 
What's the truth about Tariq, the silent Indian boy 
who lives with the flamboyant Mukthars? Who is J? 
Who has left the message in a bottle for Laura to dis-
cover? Mysteries abound and who better to solve 
them than Laura Marlin, ace detective? Accompanied 
by her trusty companion, Skye, a three-legged husky, 
the dog she's always wanted, Laura's adventures begin 
in this first captivating mystery. 

Adventure Line 



The Little Prince—Antoine De Saint-
Exupery 

A pilot stranded in the desert awakes one 
morning to see, standing before him, the most ex-
traordinary little fellow. "Please," asks the stranger, 
"draw me a sheep." And the pilot realizes that when 
life's events are too difficult to understand, there is 
no choice but to succumb to their mysteries. He pulls 
out pencil and paper . . . 

Thus begins this wise and enchanting fable that, in 
teaching the secret of what is really important in life, 
has changed the world forever for its readers. Often 
seen as a symbol of childhood innocence, Antoine de 
Saint-Exupery’s best-selling book The Little Prince is 
cherished by children and adults alike across the 
globe. 

Framed—Frank Cottrell Boyce 

Dylan is the only boy living in the tiny 
Welsh town of Manod. His parents run the 
Snowdonia Oasis Auto Marvel garage - and 
when he's not trying to persuade his sisters to 
play football, Dylan is in charge of the petrol 
log. And that means he gets to keep track of 
everyone coming in and out of Manod - what 
car they drive, what they're called, even their 
favourite flavour of crisps. But when a myste-
rious convoy of lorries trundles up the misty 
mountainside towards an old, disused mine, 
even Dylan is confounded.  

Who are these people - and what have they 
got to hide? 

Cuckoo Song—Francis Hardinge 

The first things to shift were the doll's 
eyes, the beautiful grey-green glass 

eyes. Slowly they swivelled, until their gaze 
was resting on Triss's face. Then the tiny 
mouth moved, opened to speak. 'What are 
you doing here?' It was uttered in tones of 
outrage and surprise, and in a voice as cold 
and musical as the clinking of cups. 'Who do 
you think you are? This is my family.' When 
Triss wakes up after an accident, she knows 
that something is very wrong. She is insatiably 
hungry; her sister seems scared of her and her 
parents whisper behind closed doors. She 
looks through her diary to try to remember, 
but the pages have been ripped out. 

 

Rooftoppers—Katherine Rundell 

My mother is still alive, and she is going to come 
for me one day. Everyone thinks that Sophie is an or-
phan. Found floating in a cello case and swaddled in a 
Beethoven score, she is the only recorded female survi-
vor of a shipwreck on the English Channel. But Sophie 
remembers seeing her mother wave for help… So when 
the child welfare agency in its bureaucratic wisdom 
threatens to send Sophie to an orphanage, the optimistic 
girl and her odd guardian flee to Paris on a quest to find 
her mother, starting with the only clue she has - the 
address of the cello maker. Sophie escapes and meets 
Matteo and his network of rooftoppers - homeless ur-
chins who tightrope walk above the busy streets below, 
dining on pigeons and snails alongside the gargoyles and 
bell tower of Notre Dame. Together they set out on 
scouring the city for Sophie's mother before she is caught 
and sent back to London and loses hope. 

First Term at Malory Towers—Enid Blyton 

Darrell and her friends grow together as they 
share their schooldays. There are new students 

to induct, sporting matches to be won, tempers to 
control and tricks to play on teachers... 

 Enid Blyton is arguably the most famous children’s 
author of all time, thanks to series such as The Wish-
ing-Chair, The Faraway Tree-, The Mysteries, The 
Famous Five and The Secret Seven. Her school series – 
including St Clare’s and Malory Towers are the perfect 
books for girls who are experiencing their own adven-
tures at school. 

Oliver Twist—Charles Dickens 

The classic Dickensian tale of a little boy who 
wanted more, beautifully repackaged for a new 

generation by Simon & Schuster Classics. Oliver Twist 
is orphaned and on the streets of London. Alone and 
vulnerable, he forms a new kind of family with a group 
of pickpockets, led by the enigmatic Fagin. At first 
Oliver's new family provides a sense of hope, but it is 
not long before the true colours of London's under-
class reveals itself: prostitution, scheming, desperation 
and greed surround Oliver, making his prospects of 
happiness seem bleak.  

But this young boy, who never seems to stop running, 
is nothing like those he runs from. Oliver Twist is a 
mesmerising story of childhood and, ultimately, of 
success against the odds. 

Adventure Line 



The Graveyard Book—Neil Gaiman 

When a baby escapes a murderer intent on 

killing the entire family, who would have 

thought it would find safety and security in the local 

graveyard? Brought up by the resident ghosts, ghouls 

and spectres, Bod has an eccentric childhood learn-

ing about life from the dead.  

But for Bod there is also the danger of the murderer 

still looking for him - after all, he is the last remaining 

member of the family. A stunningly original novel 

deftly constructed over eight chapters, featuring 

every second year of Bod's life, from babyhood to 

adolescence.  

Will Bod survive to be a man? 

Ghost Box—Catherine Fisher 

Sarah finds herself responsible for 
freeing the soul of a frustrated ghost, 

who will punish her severely if she fails. Every-
thing depends on her unlocking the strange 
silver box that appeared in her room one 
night.  

But will freeing the ghost turn out to be a 
huge mistake? And why is Matt, her weird 
Goth stepbrother, so interested in the box?  

Supernatural tale that will make readers want 
to leave the light on - A cracking ghost story. 

The Hobbit—J.R.R Tolkien 

The Hobbit is the unforgettable story of 
Bilbo, a peace-loving hobbit, who em-

barks on a strange and magical adventure. A 
timeless classic. Bilbo Baggins enjoys a quiet 
and contented life, with no desire to travel far 
from the comforts of home; then one day the 
wizard Gandalf and a band of dwarves arrive 
unexpectedly and enlist his services – as a 
burglar – on a dangerous expedition to raid 
the treasure-hoard of Smaug the dragon. 
Bilbo’s life is never to be the same again. 

The Kite Runner—Khaled Hosseini 

Afghanistan, 1975: Twelve-year-old Amir is 
desperate to win the local kite-fighting tourna-

ment and his loyal friend Hassan promises to help 
him.  

But neither of the boys can foresee what will happen 
to Hassan that afternoon, an event that is to shatter 
their lives.  

After the Russians invade and the family is forced to 
flee to America, Amir realises that one day he must 
return to Afghanistan under Taliban rule to find the 
one thing that his new world cannot grant him: re-
demption. 

Looking for JJ—Anne Cassidy 

A gripping and emotionally searing novel 
from a talented author, Looking for JJ explores 
the circumstances and motives behind the mur-
der of a child - by her friend.  

Six years later, JJ has now been released, and 
has a new identity.  

But is there any way that she can lead a 
"normal" life? 

Someone Like Me—Lesley Cheetham 

Fifteen-year-old Jasmine feels very alone. She’s 

never known her father, her mother is always 

working and her best friend Tess has moved away. 

Channelling all her energy into trying to be like the 

gorgeous and fortunate Sadie, Jasmine’s own life 

begins to seem like a pale imitation of Sadie’s.  

When one day Jasmine’s father’s face appears on 

Crimewatch, Jasmine welcomes the chance to put her 

detective skills into practise, but finds herself drawn 

into a world of mystery, danger and intrigue, where 

she stands to uncover more than she ever dreamed of. 

Adventure Line Crime & Thriller Line 



When Did You See Her Last? - Lemony 
Snickett 

The second in the highly anticipated new 
series by Lemony Snicket, the enigmatic author of 
the bestselling A Series of Unfortunate Events. 

In the fading town of Stain’d-by-the-Sea, young 
apprentice Lemony Snicket has a new case to solve 
when he and his chaperone are hired to find a miss-
ing girl. 

Is the girl a runaway? Or was she kidnapped? Was 
she seen last at the grocery store? Or could she 
have stopped at the diner? Is it really any of your 
business? 

These are all the wrong questions. 

 

The Woman In Black—Susan Hill 

Arthur Kipps, a junior solicitor, is sum-
moned to attend the funeral Mrs Alice 

Drablow, the house's sole inhabitant of Eel 
Marsh House, unaware of the tragic secrets 
which lie hidden behind the shuttered win-
dows.  

The house stands at the end of a causeway, 
wreathed in fog and mystery, but it is not until 
he glimpses a wasted young woman, dressed 
all in black, at the funeral, that a creeping 
sense of unease begins to take hold, a feeling 
deepened by the reluctance of the locals to 
talk of the woman in black - and her terrible 
purpose. 

Five on Treasure Island—Enid 
Blyton 

The very first Famous Five adventure, 
featuring Julian, Dick, Anne, not for-

getting tomboy George and her beloved dog, 
Timmy! 

There's a shipwreck off Kirrin Island! But 
where is the treasure? The Famous Five are on 
the trail - looking for clues - but they're not 
alone! Someone else has got the same idea.  

Time is running out for the Famous Five, who 
will follow the clues and get to the treasure 
first? 

The Vanishing of Katharina Linden- Helen 
Grant 

After Pia’s grandmother dies in a freak accident, 
the neighbors in her little German hometown of Bad 
Münstereifel glance at Pia with wary eyes. But then 
something else captures the community’s attention: the 
vanishing of Katharina Linden. Katharina was last seen at 
a parade, dressed as Snow White. Then, like a character 
in a Grimm’s fairy tale, she disappeared. Ten-year-old Pia 
and her only friend, the unpopular StinkStefan, suspect 
that Katharina has been spirited away by the supernatu-
ral. Their investigation is inspired by such local legends as 
that of Unshockable Hans, visited by witches in the form 
of cats, or of the knight whose son is doomed to hunt 
forever. Then another girl vanishes, and Pia is plunged 
into a new and unnerving place, one far away from fairy 
tales—and perilously close to adulthood. 

The Road Of The Dead—Kevin Brooks 

Late one night, two brothers learn that their 
sister has died in the worst way imaginable.  

She's found strangled, hundreds of miles from home. 
Ruben is the smarter of the two, with a gift for 
getting into other people's hearts.  

Cole doesn't care if he lives or dies. Together they set 
out to find their own answers and retrace Rachel's 
final journey. 

South By South East—Anthony Horrowitz 

 

Tim is broke. So when a mysterious stranger offers him 

a wad of money for his overcoat, it seems like a stroke 

of good fortune.  

But there are worse things than being broke.  

Being shot, for one – which is what happens to the 

stranger, and could soon be the fate of the Diamond 

Brothers… 

Crime & Thriller Line 



Revolver—Marcus Sedgwick 

1910. A cabin north of the Arctic Circle. Fifteen
-year-old Sig Andersson is alone. Alone, except 

for the corpse of his father, who died earlier that day 
after falling through a weak spot on the ice-covered 
lake. His sister, Anna, and step-mother, Nadya, have 
gone to the local town for help. Then comes a knock 
at the door. It's a man, the flash of a revolver's butt 
at his hip, and a mean glare in his eyes. Sig has never 
seen him before but Wolff claims to have unfinished 
business with his father. As Sig gradually learns the 
awful truth about Wolff's connection to his father, his 
thoughts are drawn to a certain box hidden on a shelf 
in the storeroom, in which lies his father's prized 
possession - a revolver. When Anna returns alone, 
and Wolff begins to close in, Sig's choice is pulled into 
sharp focus. Should he use the gun, or not? 

The Medusa Project Series —
Sophie McKenzie 

Fourteen years ago, scientist 
William Fox secretly implanted four babies 
with the Medusa gene - a gene for psychic 
abilities. Now the children are teenagers, and 
their telekinetic powers are finally kicking in. 
Nico, Ketty, Ed and Dylan know that some-
thing strange - something cool - is happening 
to them. But with sinister forces trying to 
manipulate them and criminals on their tail, 
threats are looming on every side. And as the 
Medusa Project takes shape, bringing the 
teens together as a secret crime-fighting 
force, life is about to get very exciting. And 
very dangerous!  

The Suspicions Of Mr Whicher—Kate 
Summerscale                                        
1860. In an elegant detached Georgian 
house in the village of Road, Wiltshire, all 

is quiet. Behind shuttered windows the Kent 
family lies sound asleep. The family wakes the 
next morning to a horrific discovery: an unimagi-
nably gruesome murder has taken place in their 
home. The household reverberates with shock, 
not least because the guilty party is surely still 
among them. Jack Whicher of Scotland Yard, the 
most celebrated detective of his day, reaches 
Road Hill House a fortnight later. To solve a case 
in which the grieving family are the suspects. The 
murder provokes national hysteria. What might 
be festering behind the closed doors of respecta-
ble middle-class homes - scheming servants, 
rebellious children, insanity, jealousy,  - arouses 
fear and a kind of excitement.  

Murder on the Orient Express—                  
Agatha Christie 

Agatha Christie’s most famous murder mystery, reis-
sued with a striking new cover designed to appeal to 
the latest generation of Agatha Christie fans and book 
lovers. Just after midnight, a snowdrift stops the 
Orient Express in its tracks. The luxurious train is 
surprisingly full for the time of the year, but by the 
morning it is one passenger fewer. An American 
tycoon lies dead in his compartment, stabbed a doz-
en times, his door locked from the inside. 

Isolated and with a killer in their midst, detective 
Hercule Poirot must identify the murderer – in case 
he or she decides to strike again. 

A Murder Of Crows—Penny Bates 

This new series features popular stories from the 
"Shades" series that have been reduced in length and 
complexity to provide a gripping, achievable read for 
less able or reluctant readers. In "A Murder of Crows", 
Ben, who is an only child, moves to the country with 
his mum and befriends a crow for company.  

However, when a local boy sees this and jeers at him 
mercilessly, Ben very soon becomes a laughing stock. 
The bullies want him to hurt the thing he loves the 
most. But none of them have reckoned on the power 
of Crow Law! 

Dead Time—Anne Cassidy 

Rose and Joshua first met when Joshua and his 

dad came to live with Rose and her mum. Then 

their world turns upside down when their mother and 

father go out for dinner one evening and never return. 

With police inquiries going nowhere, Rose is dis-

patched to live with her chilly, unfriendly grandmother 

and Joshua is sent to live with his uncle. Then Joshua 

comes to London to study and Rose is witness to not 

one, but two murders. Why is this happening to Rose? 

Can it be anything to do with the investigations Joshua 

has been doing into the disappearance of their par-

ents? A taut and pacy thriller that is the start of a 

stylish new series from an acclaimed writer for teens. 

Crime & Thriller Line 



Rebecca—Daphne Du Maurier 

Last night I dreamt I went to Manderley again. . 
.Working as a lady's companion, the orphaned 

heroine of Rebecca learns her place. Life begins to 
look very bleak until, on a trip to the South of France, 
she meets Maxim de Winter, a handsome widower 
whose sudden proposal of marriage takes her by 
surprise. Whisked from glamorous Monte Carlo to his 
brooding estate, Manderley, on the Cornish Coast, 
the new Mrs de Winter finds Max a changed man.  

And the memory of his dead wife Rebecca is forever 
kept alive by the forbidding Mrs Danvers . . . Not 
since Jane Eyre has a heroine faced such difficulty 
with the Other Woman. An international bestseller 
that has never gone out of print, Rebecca is the 
haunting story of a young girl consumed by love and 
the struggle to find her identity. 

Assassin—Grace Cavendish                

Margret Cavendish, one of Elizabeth I’s 
Gentlewomen, lost her life in a bungled 

attempt to kill the Queen, her daughter, Lady 
Grace, became a protégée to the monarch, who 
takes Grace under her wing. Now Grace, a spunky 
girl who romps through the gardens with the 
laundry maids and court tumblers and rolls her 
eyes at her fellow ladies, chronicles the court 
intrigues that swirl around her. 1569 and 13-year-
old Lady Grace, the youngest lady-in-waiting to 
the Queen, finds herself at a glittering ball choos-
ing amongst three suitors. But the Queen’s gen-
erosity turns deadly as threats, dark secrets, and 
even murder descend on the Tudor court. It’s up 
to Grace to use her intelligence, stealth, and 
curious nature to solve the mystery that threat-
ens the very lifeblood of England. 

The Awful End—Phillip Ardagh 

When both of Eddie Dickens's parents 
catch a disease that makes them turn 

yellow, go a bit crinkly round the edges and 
smell of hot water bottles, it's agreed he 
should go and stay with relatives at their 
house Awful End. Unfortunately for Eddie, 
those relatives are Mad Uncle Jack and Even-
Madder Aunt Maud, and it doesn't look as if 
the three of them are ever going to reach 
their destination . . . Set in a 19th-century 
world of blotchy skin, runaway orphans, and a 
stuffed stoat called Malcolm, this wonderfully 
ridiculous adventure story was Philip Ardagh's 
first full-length work of fiction and provides 
pure entertainment for children aged 8-80. 

Girl, Missing—Sophie McKenzie 

Lauren has always known she was adopted but 
when a little research turns up the possibility that she 
was snatched from an American family as a baby, 
suddenly Lauren's life seems like a sham. How can 
she find her biological parents? And are her adoptive 
parents really responsible for kidnapping her?  

A family trip to the US gives her the chance to run 
away and try and find the truth. But the circumstanc-
es of her disappearance are murky and Lauren's kid-
nappers are still at large and willing to do anything to 
keep her silent... 

Thief—Malorie Blackman 

You're the new girl in school. You're just trying 
to fit in - and it's not working. Then someone accuses 
you of theft, and you think things can't get any worse. 
Until you get caught in a freak storm . . . 
 
The next thing you know, you're in the future. Being 
shot at for being out after curfew. You don't even 
recognise your hometown. And you're heading for a 
confrontation from your worst nightmare. 
 
What if you could change the past to save the future? 

Liar & Spy—Rebecca Stead 

When Georges moves into a new apartment 

block he meets Safer, a twelve-year-old self-

appointed spy. Soon Georges has become his spy 

recruit. His first assignment?  

To track the mysterious Mr X, who lives in the flat 

upstairs. But as Safer becomes more demanding, 

Georges starts to wonder: what is a game and what is 

a lie? How far is too far to go for your only friend? 

 

Winner of the Guardian Children's Fiction Prize and 

shortlisted for the Carnegie Medal. 

Crime & Thriller Line 



The Knife of Never Letting Go—Patrick Ness 

Imagine you're the only boy in a town of men. 
And you can hear everything they think. And 
they can hear everything you think. Imagine 

you don't fit in with their plans... Todd Hewitt is just 
one month away from the birthday that will make 
him a man. But his town has been keeping secrets 
from him.  

Secrets that are going to force him to run... The new 
edition of this unflinching novel about fear, flight and 
the terrifying path of self-discovery features the 
short story, The New World. Set before the events of 
The Knife of Never Letting Go, it is the story of Viola's 
dramatic journey to the New World. 

Hunting Lila—Sarah Alderson 

17-year-old Lila has two secrets she's 
prepared to take to the grave. The first is 

that she can move things just by looking at them. 
The second is that she's been in love with her 
brother's best friend, Alex, since forever. After a 
mugging exposes her unique ability, Lila decides 
to run to the only people she can trust - her 
brother and Alex. They live in Southern California 
where they work for a secret organisation called 
The Unit, and Lila discovers that the two of them 
are hunting down the men who murdered her 
mother five years before. And that they've found 
them. In a world where nothing and no one is 
quite as they seem, Lila quickly realises that she is 
not alone - there are others out there just like her 
- people with special powers -and her mother's 
killer is one of them... 

Handmaid’s Tale—Margaret    
Atwood 

The Republic of Gilead offers Offred 
only one function: to breed. If she deviates, 
she will, like dissenters, be hanged at the wall 
or sent out to die slowly of radiation sickness. 
But even a repressive state cannot obliterate 
desire - neither Offred's nor that of the two 
men on which her future hangs. 
 
Brilliantly conceived and executed, this power-
ful evocation of twenty-first century America 
gives full rein to Margaret Atwood's devas-
tating irony, wit and astute perception. 

Only Ever Yours—Louise O’Neil 

Eves are designed, not made.  
The School trains them to be pretty. 

The School trains them to be good. 
The School trains them to Always be Willing. 

All their lives, the eves have been waiting. Now, they 
are ready for the outside world. 

Companion . . . concubine . . . or chastity 
Only the best will be chosen. 
 

And only the Men decide. 

Runners—Ann Kelly 

As mankind strives to rebuild society in the 
wake of climate change, over-population and 

global food shortages, every day is a struggle for peo-
ple like Sid and his younger sister Lo. They are 
'runners'- people whose very survival the government 
has outlawed. As they move west, trying to find family 
or somewhere they can call home, they must work out 
which of the people they meet on the way can be 
trusted, and which want to cut their adventure short.  

Encountering people on both sides of the law, as well 
as those who seem to exist outside it, Sid and Lo make 
and lose friends as they fight for their lives and each 
other. 

Skulduggery Pleasant—Derek Landy 

Meet the great Skulduggery Pleasant: wise-cracking 

detective, powerful magician, master of dirty tricks 

and burglary (in the name of the greater good, of course). Oh 

yeah. And dead. Then there's his sidekick, Stephanie. She's… 

well, she's a twelve-year-old girl. With a pair like this on the 

case, evil had better watch out… Stephanie's uncle Gordon is a 

writer of horror fiction. But when he dies and leaves her his 

estate, Stephanie learns that while he may have written hor-

ror, it certainly wasn't fiction. Pursued by evil forces intent on 

recovering a mysterious key, Stephanie finds help from an 

unusual source – the wisecracking skeleton of a dead wizard. 

When all hell breaks loose, it's lucky for Skulduggery that he's 

already dead. Though he's about to discover that being a 

skeleton doesn't stop you from being tortured, if the torturer 

is determined enough. And if there's anything Skulduggery 

hates, it's torture…  

Sci-Fi Line 



Beast—Ally Kennen 

In the depths of a reservoir lives a monstrous 
creature. Its existence is unknown to anyone 

except the teenage boy who feeds it. Six years ago it 
was a vicious little baby. Now it has grown huge, and 
its rusting cage can't hold it much longer... Stephen is 
a boy with many secrets, and the Beast is the biggest.  

His life in foster care, always bad, is getting worse, 
and he's in trouble with the police.  

All the odds are against him finding a decent place in 
the world, but his efforts to free himself of the Beast 
make him a hero that readers will never forget.  

Barnaby Brocket—John Boyne 

Barnaby Brocket is an ordinary 8-year-
old boy in most ways, but he was born 

different in one important way: he floats. 
Unlike everyone else, Barnaby does not obey 
the law of gravity. His parents, who have a 
horror of being noticed, want desperately for 
Barnaby to be normal, but he can't help who 
he is.  

And when the unthinkable happens, Barnaby 
finds himself on a journey that takes him all 
over the world. From Brazil to New York, 
Canada to Ireland, and even to space, the 
floating boy meets all sorts of different peo-
ple—and discovers who he really is along the 
way. 

Aquila—Andrew Norris 

 

It's a spaceship from the past - can it change 
the future? 

Aquila has been found by boys bunking off a 
geography field trip. They have no idea where 
it came from or what it does.  

But Geoff's discovered that when you sit in it 
these little coloured lights come on, and if you 
push one of the big blue oneS . . . WHOOSH! 

The London Eye Mystery—Siobhan Dowd 

When Ted and Kat watched their cousin Salim 
get on board the London Eye, he turned and waved 
before getting on. After half an hour it landed and 
everyone trooped off - but no Salim. Where could he 
have gone? How on earth could he have disappeared 
into thin air?  
 
Since the police are having no luck finding him, Ted 
and Kat become sleuthing partners. Despite their 
prickly relationship, they overcome their differences 
to follow a trail of clues across London in a desperate 
bid to find their cousin. And ultimately it comes down 
to Ted, whose brain works in its own very unique 
way, to find the key to the mystery. 

Artemis Fowl—Eoin Colfer 

Twelve-year-old villain, Artemis Fowl, is the 
most ingenious criminal mastermind in history. His 
bold and daring plan is to hold a leprechaun to ran-
som. But he's taking on more than he bargained for 
when he kidnaps Captain Holly Short of the LEPrecon 
(Lower Elements Police Reconnaissance Unit). For a 
start, leprechaun technology is more advanced than 
our own.  

Add to that the fact that Holly is a true heroine and 
that her senior officer Commander Root will stop at 
nothing to get her back and you've got the mother of 
all sieges brewing! 

Varjak Paw—S F Said 

 

Varjak Paw is a Mesopotamian Blue kitten. He lives 

high up in an old house on a hill.  

He's never left home, but then his grandfather tells 

him about the Way - a secret martial art for cats. 

 

Now Varjak must use the Way to survive in a city full 

of dangerous dogs, cat gangs and, strangest of all the 

mysterious Vanishings. 

Sci-Fi Line 



Lirael—Garth Nix 

When the future is unclear, who holds the key 
to destiny? Lirael has never felt like a true 

daughter of the Clayr. Abandoned by her mother and 
ignorant of her father’s identity, Lirael resembles no 
one else in her large, extended family living in the 
Clayr’s Glacier. She doesn’t even have the Sight – the 
ability to See into the present and possible futures – 
that is the very birthright of the Clayr. Nonetheless, it 
is Lirael in whose hands the fate of the Old Kingdom 
lies. she must undertake a desperate mission under 
the growing shadow of an ancient evil – one that 
opposes the Royal Family, blocks the Sight of the 
Clayr, and threatens to break the very boundary 
between Life and Death itself. With only her faithful 
companion, the Disreputable Dog, to help her, Lirael 
must find the courage to seek her own hidden    
destiny. 

Gone—Michael Grant 

Suddenly it’s a world without adults 
and normal has crashed and burned. When 
life as you know it ends at 15, everything 
changes. In the blink of an eye all the adults 
disappear in a small town in southern Califor-
nia and no one knows why. Cut off from the 
outside world, those that are left are trapped, 
and there’s no help on the way. They must do 
all they can to survive. Chaos rules the streets. 
Gangs begin to form. Sides are chosen – 
strong or weak. Cruel or humane.  

And then there are those who begin to devel-
op powers . . . It’s Lord of the Flies for the 
Heroes generation. 

Exodus—Julie Bertagna 

It is 2099 - and the world is gradually 
drowning, as mighty Arctic ice floes melt, 
the seas rise, and land disappears forever 

beneath storm-tossed waves. For 15-year-old 
Mara, her family and community, huddled on the 
fast-disappearing island of Wing, the new century 
brings flight. Packed into tiny boats, a terrifying 
journey begins to a bizarre city that rises into the 
sky, built on the drowned remains of the ancient 
city of Glasgow. But even here there is no safety 
and, shut out of the city, Mara realizes they are 
asylum-seekers in a world torn between high-
tech wizardry and the most primitive injustice. To 
save her people, Mara must not only find a way 
into the city but also search for a new land and a 
new home... 

The Enemy—Charlie Higson 

Everyone over the age of fourteen has suc-
cumbed to a deadly zombie virus and now the 

kids must keep themselves alive. When the sickness 
came, every parent, police officer, politician - every 
adult fell ill. The lucky ones died. The others are 
crazed, confused and hungry.  
Only children under fourteen remain, and they're 
fighting to survive. 
Now there are rumours of a safe place to hide. And 
so a gang of children begin their quest across London, 
where all through the city - down alleyways, in de-
serted houses, underground - the grown-ups lie in 
wait. 

But can they make it there - alive? 

Uglies—Scott Westerfeld 

Tally can't wait to turn sixteen and become 
Pretty. Sixteen is the magic number that brings 

a transformation from a repellent Ugly into a stun-
ningly attractive Pretty, and catapults you into a high-
tech paradise where your only job is to have a really 
great time. In just a few weeks, Tally will be there. But 
Tally's new friend, Shay, isn't sure she wants to be 
Pretty. She'd rather risk life on the outside. When Shay 
runs away, Tally learns about a whole new side of the 
Pretty world - and it isn't very pretty.  

The authorities offer Tally the worse choice she can 
imagine: find her friend and turn her in, or never turn 
Pretty at all. The choice Tally makes changes her world 
forever. 

The Maze Runner—James Dashner 

When the doors of the lift crank open, the only 

thing Thomas remembers is his first name. But 

he's not alone. He's surrounded by boys who welcome 

him to the Glade - a walled encampment at the centre 

of a bizarre and terrible stone maze.  

Like Thomas, the Gladers don't know why or how they 

came to be there \- or what's happened to the world 

outside.  

All they know is that every morning when the walls 

slide back, they will risk everything \- even the Griev-

ers, half-machine, half-animal horror that patrol its 

corridors, to try and find out. 

Sci-Fi Line 



Burn My Heart—Beverly Nadoo 

The Mau Mau – the name of a secret society 
that once struck terror into the hearts of 

British settlers in Kenya. An episode in history that 
ended in a State of Emergency, with violent and 
brutal acts dividing a nation. 

This is an intensely personal and vivid story of two 
boys: one black, one white. Once they were friends 
even though their circumstances are very different. 
But in a country riven by fear and prejudice, even the 
best of friends can betray one another . . . 

Internationally acclaimed and award-winning author 
Beverley Naidoo explores new territory in this beauti-
fully realized and moving story set in Britain's colonial 
past. 

1984—George Orwell 

'Who controls the past controls the 
future: who controls the present con-

trols the past' 

Hidden away in the Record Department of the 
sprawling Ministry of Truth, Winston Smith 
skilfully rewrites the past to suit the needs of 
the Party. Yet he inwardly rebels against the 
totalitarian world he lives in, which demands 
absolute obedience and controls him through 
the all-seeing telescreens and the watchful 
eye of Big Brother, symbolic head of the Party. 
In his longing for truth and liberty, Smith be-
gins a secret love affair with a fellow-worker 
Julia, but soon discovers the true price of 
freedom is betrayal. 

Numbers—Rachel Ward 

Since her mother's death, fifteen-year-
old Jem has kept a secret. When her 

eyes meet someone else's, a number pops 
into her head - the date on which they will die. 
Knowing that nothing lasts forever, Jem avoids 
relationships, but when she meets a boy 
called Spider, and they plan a day out togeth-
er, her life takes a new twist and turn.  

Waiting for the London Eye, she sees every-
one in the queue has the same number - 
something terrible is going to happen. 

Birdsong—Sebastian Faulks 

 
A novel of overwhelming emotional power, Birdsong 

is a story of love, death, sex and survival. Stephen 
Wraysford, a young Englishman, arrives in Amiens in 
northern France in 1910 to stay with the Azaire fami-
ly, and falls in love with unhappily married Isabelle. 
But, with the world on the brink of war, the relation-
ship falters, and Stephen volunteers to fight on the 
Western Front.  

His love for Isabelle forever engraved on his heart, he 
experiences the unprecedented horrors of that con-
flict - from which neither he nor any reader of this 
book can emerge unchanged. 

The Breadwinner—Deborah Ellis 

Afghanistan: Parvana's father is arrested and 
taken away by Taliban soldiers. Under Taliban law, 
women and girls are not allowed to leave the house 
on their own.  Parvana, her mother, and sisters are 
prisoners in their own home. With no man to go out 
to buy food, they face starvation.  So Parvana must 
pretend to be a boy to save her family. It is a danger-
ous plan, but their only chance. In fear, she goes out - 
and witnesses the horror of landmines, the brutality of 
the Taliban, and the desperation of a country trying to 
survive. But even in despair lies hope . . .  
 
Deborah Ellis has been to Afghan refugee camps and 
has listened to many stories like Parvana's. 

Blitz: A Wartime Girl’s Diary 1940 - 1941 

Vince Cross 

 

A Diary account from a young girl’s perspective during 

the early years of the terrible first world war.  

This is her journey, this is her Story. 

War Line Sci-Fi Line 



Goodnight Mr Tom—Michelle Magorian 

 

Young Willie Beech is evacuated to the country as 
Britain stands on the brink of the Second World War.  

A sad, deprived child, he slowly begins to flourish 
under the care of old Tom Oakley - but his new-found 
happiness is shattered by a summons from his moth-
er back in London . . . 

Winner of the Guardian Children's Fiction Award. 

Carrie’s War—Nina Bawden 

Carrie's War by Nina Bawden is an un-
forgettable Second World War story. 'I did a 
dreadful thing...or I feel that I did, and nothing 
can change it...'It is the Second World War 
and Carrie and Nick are evacuated from Lon-
don to a small town in Wales, where they are 
placed with strict Mr Evans and his timid 
mouse of a sister. Their friend Albert is luckier, 
living in Druid's Bottom with Hepzibah Green 
who tells wonderful stories, and the strange 
Mister Johnny, who speaks a language all of 
his own. Carrie and Nick are happy to visit 
Albert there, until one day when Carrie does a 
terrible thing - the worst thing she ever did in 
her life... 

War Horse—Michael Morpurgo 

In the deadly chaos of the First World 
War, one horse witnesses the reality of 

battle from both sides of the trenches. Bom-
barded by artillery, with bullets knocking 
riders from his back, Joey tells a powerful 
story of the truest friendships surviving in 
terrible times. The bedlam of battle had be-
gun. All around me men cried and fell to the 
ground, and horses reared and screamed in an 
agony of fear and pain. The shells whined and 
roared overhead, and every explosion seemed 
like an earthquake to us. One horse has the 
seen the best and the worst of humanity. The 
power of war and the beauty of peace. This is 
his story. 

Ellie’s War—Emily Sharratt 

A personal and moving coming-of-age story set 
against the backdrop of the First World War. Life in 
Endstone changes for ever when war is declared 
against Germany and Ellie's dad leads the village 
men, including her best-friend Jack's older brother 
Will, to volunteer for the army.  

Ellie is distraught by her dad's sudden call to arms 
and feels even worse that she's left with her difficult 
mother. It doesn't help that Jack's so excited by the 
war and has no idea how she feels.  

At least it'll all be over by Christmas and life can re-
turn to normal. 

Blitz—David Orme 

Blitz is set in World War Two, when Martin is 
evacuated to Winchester.  

However, he hates it there, and manages to find his 
way back home to London. But home isn't where it 
used to be - a bomb has exploded in his street, leaving 
him homeless.  

He intends to return to the country but truly unex-
pected events will unfold before he makes it 
there...Blitz is part of the Shades 2.0 series.  

The Memory Cage—East Rutham 

Alex's grandfather keeps forgetting things, and 

Alex has overheard his adoptive parents say that 

they're going to put granddad in a home. His grandfa-

ther begs Alex to save him from that, and it's a prom-

ise Alex is desperate to keep. But Alex once promised 

his little brother that he would save him, and in the 

terror of the Bosnian war, he failed. As Alex struggles 

to protect his grandfather, he uncovers secrets that his 

family and the village have kept for two generations. 

Unravelling them will cause grief, but will they save 

grandfather, and perhaps help Alex come to terms 

with his own private war. 
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Diary Of Anne Frank—Anne Frank 

First published over sixty years ago, Anne 
Frank's Diary of a Young Girl has reached mil-

lions of young people throughout the world. 

In July 1942, thirteen-year-old Anne Frank and her 
family, fleeing the occupation, went into hiding in an 
Amsterdam warehouse. Over the next two years 
Anne vividly describes in her diary the frustrations of 
living in such close quarters, and her thoughts, feel-
ings and longings as she grows up. Her diary ends 
abruptly when, in August 1944, they were all be-
trayed. 

'One of the greatest books of the [last] century' - 
Guardian 

Private Peaceful—Michael  
Morpurgo 

Heroism or cowardice? A stunning story of the 
First World War from a master storyteller. 

Told in the voice of a young soldier, the story 
follows 24 hours in his life at the front during 
WW1, and captures his memories as he looks 
back over his life. Full of stunningly researched 
detail and engrossing atmosphere, the book 
leads to a dramatic and moving conclusion. 

Both a love story and a deeply moving account 
of the horrors of the First World War. 

Run Rabbit Run—Barbara      
Mitchellhill 

When Lizzie's dad refuses to fight in the 
Second World War, the police come looking to 
arrest him. Desperate to stay together, Lizzie 
and her brother Freddie go on the run with 
him, hiding from the police in idyllic White-
way. But when their past catches up with 
them, they're forced to leave and it becomes 
more and more difficult to stay together as a 
family.  

Will they be able to? And will they ever find a 
place, like Whiteway, where they will be safe 
again? 

Forge—Laurie Halse Anderson 

Isabel and Curzon have escaped New York and 
are facing a life on the run. Isabel wants to find her 
sister, and Curzon can't see how to help her. When 
they find themselves separated, their journeys be-
come harder and Curzon joins the American army, 
fighting for independence against the British. 

Neither has the success they wanted and soon they 
are reunited in terrible circumstances, enslaved once 
more. As the army prepares for its biggest battle yet, 
Curzon too prepares for the hardest challenge he has 
ever faced - getting both himself and Isabel out of 
Valley Forge and freeing them. For good. 

The Boy in The Striped Pyjamas—John Boyne 

Nine-year-old Bruno knows nothing of the Final 
Solution and the Holocaust. He is oblivious to the 
appalling cruelties being inflicted on the people of 
Europe by his country. All he knows is that he has 
been moved from a comfortable home in Berlin to a 
house in a desolate area where there is nothing to do 
and no one to play with. Until he meets Shmuel, a boy 
who lives a strange parallel existence on the other side 
of the adjoining wire fence and who, like the other 
people there, wears a uniform of striped pyjamas. 
 
Bruno's friendship with Shmuel will take him from 
innocence to revelation. And in exploring what he is 
unwittingly a part of, he will inevitably become sub-
sumed by the terrible process. 

Stay Where You Are And Then Leave  –         

John Boyne 

The day the First World War broke out, Alfie 
Summerfield's father promised he wouldn't go away 
to fight - but he broke that promise the following day. 
Four years later, Alfie doesn't know where his father 
might be, other than that he's away on a special, se-
cret mission. 
 
Then, while shining shoes at King's Cross Station, Alfie 
unexpectedly sees his father's name - on a sheaf of 
papers belonging to a military doctor. Bewildered and 
confused, Alfie realises his father is in a hospital close 
by - a hospital treating soldiers with an unusual condi-
tion. Alfie is determined to rescue his father from this 
strange, unnerving place . . . 

War Line 



All Quiet On The Western Front  - Erich Maria 
Remarque 

 

One by one the boys begin to fall... 
 
In 1914 a room full of German schoolboys, fresh-
faced and idealistic, are goaded by their schoolmas-
ter to troop off to the 'glorious war'. With the fire 
and patriotism of youth they sign up.  

What follows is the moving story of a young 
'unknown soldier' experiencing the horror and disillu-
sionment of life in the trenches. 

The Lord Of The Rings—J R R Tolkien 

Continuing the story begun in The Hobbit, 
all three parts of the epic masterpiece, The Lord 
of the Rings, in one paperback. Features the 
definitive edition of the text, fold-out flaps with 
the original two-colour maps, and a revised and 
expanded index. Sauron, the Dark Lord, has 
gathered to him all the Rings of Power – the 
means by which he intends to rule Middle-earth. 
All he lacks in his plans for dominion is the One 
Ring – the ring that rules them all – which has 
fallen into the hands of the hobbit, Bilbo Baggins. 
In a sleepy village in the Shire, young Frodo Bag-
gins finds himself faced with an immense task, as 
the Ring is entrusted to his care. He must leave 
his home and make a perilous journey across the 
realms of Middle-earth to the Crack of Doom, 
deep inside the territories of the Dark Lord. 

Tamar—Mal Peet 

When her grandfather dies, Tamar 
inherits a box containing a series of 

clues and coded messages.  

Out of the past, another Tamar emerges, a 
man involved in the terrifying world of re-
sistance fighters in Nazi-occupied Holland half 
a century earlier. His story is one of passionate 
love, jealousy and tragedy set against the daily 
fear and casual horror of the Second World 
War.  

Unravelling it will transform the younger 
Tamar's life... 

An Act Of Love—Alan Gibbons 

Childhood friends Chris and Imran celebrate 
the Millenium as inseparable blood brothers, 

they are both seven years old. But by 2011 their lives 
have taken very different paths. One has joined the 
Army and served in Afghanistan, the other is a poten-
tial jihad recruit. They are no longer friends, and 
there are bitter wounds between them which remain 
unhealed. Will their childhood bond be strong 
enough to overcome an extremist plot?  

In a highly-charged, honest and life affirming story, 
told in flashback from both Chris and Imran's view-
point, Alan Gibbon's cleverly explores the very real 
issue of terrorism that affects everyone today. 

To Kill A  Mockingbird—Harper Lee 

'Shoot all the bluejays you want, if you can hit 
'em, but remember it's a sin to kill a mockingbird.' 
 
A lawyer's advice to his children as he defends the real 
mockingbird of Harper Lee's classic novel - a black 
man charged with the rape of a white girl. Through the 
young eyes of Scout and Jem Finch, Harper Lee ex-
plores with exuberant humour the irrationality of 
adult attitudes to race and class in the Deep South of 
the 1930s. The conscience of a town steeped in preju-
dice, violence and hypocrisy is pricked by the stamina 
of one man's struggle for justice. But the weight of 
history will only tolerate so much. 

Shadow O f The Wind—Carlos Ruiz Zafon 

Hidden in the heart of the old city of Barcelona 
is the 'cemetery of lost books', a labyrinthine 

library of obscure and forgotten titles that have long 
gone out of print. To this library, a man brings his 10-
year-old son Daniel one cold morning in 1945. Daniel 
is allowed to choose one book from the shelves and 
pulls out 'La Sombra del Viento' by Julian Carax. But as 
he grows up, several people seem inordinately inter-
ested in his find. Then, one night, as he is wandering 
the old streets once more, Daniel is approached by a 
figure who reminds him of a character from La Sombra 
del Viento, a character who turns out to be the devil. 
This man is tracking down every last copy of Carax's 
work in order to burn them. What begins as a case of 
literary curiosity turns into a race to find out the truth 
behind the life and death of Julian Carax and to save 
those he left behind.  

Global Line War Line 



Broken Glass—Sally Grindley 

 

"We hadn't always lived on an island ...why would 
anyone dream of such a thing if they had a house 
with its own path and a gate at the end of it?" When 
Suresh and Sandeep run away from home to escape 
their abusive and bullying father, they do so with the 
hope that they are going to find something better.  

However, soon Sandeep and Suresh find themselves 
working to collect rubbish (broken glass) in the big 
city - and their new home is a traffic island in the 
middle of a busy road. Is this their future forever, or 
can the brothers change their fates to something 
much more hopeful? 

The Weight Of Water—Sarah     
Crossan 

Armed with a suitcase and an old laundry bag 
filled with clothes, Kasienka and her mother 
head for England. Life is lonely for Kasienka. At 
home her mother's heart is breaking and at 
school friends are scarce. But when someone 
special swims into her life, Kasienka learns 
that there might be more than one way for 
her to stay afloat. The Weight of Water is a 
startlingly original piece of fiction; most simply 
a brilliant coming of age story, it also tackles 
the alienation experienced by many young 
immigrants. Moving, unsentimental and utter-
ly page-turning, we meet and share the expe-
riences of a remarkable girl who shows us how 
quiet courage prevails. 

That Burning Summer—Lydia 
Syson 

Romney Marsh, July 1940. When invasion 
threatens, you have to grow up quickly. Sixteen-
year-old Peggy has been putting on a brave face 
since the fall of France, but now the enemy is 
overhead, and the rules are changing all the time. 
Staying on the right side of the law proves harder 
than she expects when a plane crash-lands in the 
Marsh: it's Peggy who finds its pathetic, broken 
pilot; a young Polish man, Henryk, who stays 
hidden in a remote church, secretly cared for by 
Peggy. As something more blossoms between the 
two, Peggy's brother Ernest's curiosity peaks and 
other secrets come to light, forcing Peggy and 
Henryk to question all the loyalties and beliefs 
they thought they held dear.  

Ghost Hawk— Susan Cooper 

In the winter of his eleventh year, Little Hawk 
goes deep into the forest, where he must endure a 
three-month test of solitude and survival which will 
turn him into a man. 
 
But outside the woods, the world is changing. English 
settlers are landing on the shores of the New World, 
and tensions between native tribes and the invaders 
are rising. 
 
Little Hawk’s fate becomes irreversibly entwined with 
that of John, a young English boy who dares to ques-
tion intolerance. He is witness to a secret murder – 
will he now be witness to bloodshed between na-
tions? 

Buffalo Soldier—Tanya Landman 

Winner of the CILIP Carnegie Medal 2015. 
"What kind of a girl steals the clothes from a dead 
man's back and runs off to join the army? A desperate 
one. That's who." At the end of the American Civil 
War, Charley – a young African-American slave from 
the deep south – is ostensibly freed. But then her 
adopted mother is raped and lynched at the hands of 
a mob and Charley is left alone. In a terrifyingly law-
less land, where the colour of a person's skin can bring 
violent death, Charley disguises herself as a man and 
joins the army. Soon she's being sent to the prairies to 
fight a whole new war against the "savage Indians". 
Trapped in a world of injustice and inequality, it's only 
when Charley is posted to Apache territory that she 
begins to learn what it is to be truly free. 

The Secrets Of The Henna Girl—Sufiya 

Ahmed 

Life as Zeba knows it could be over for good . . . 
 
Zeba Khan is like any other sixteen-year-old girl: enjoy-
ing herself, waiting for exam results . . . and dreaming 
of the day she'll meet her one true love. 

Except her parents have other plans. 

In Pakistan for the summer, Zeba's world is shattered. 
Her future is threatened by an unthinkable - and 
forced - duty to protect her father's honour.  
 
But does she hold the secrets that will help her es-
cape? 

Global Line 



Emil & The Detectives—Erich Kästner 

‘Password Emil!' 
 

Emil is excited to be taking the train on his own for 
the first time. He doesn't like the look of his fellow 
passenger, the man in the bowler hat. Emil will just 
have to keep his wits about him and his money in his 
pocket. But Emil falls asleep and when he wakes up 
the man in the bowler hat is gone - and so is the 
money!  

Emil is determined to get it back. He teams up with a 
gang of young detectives and so begins a hair-raising 
chase across Berlin to catch the dirty rotten thief... 

Chandra—Frances Mary Hendry 

Chandra is looking forward to her ar-
ranged marriage - her new husband is open-
minded and modern-thinking.  

But when he dies shortly after their wedding 
Chandra realizes that she is now the property 
of her husband's family who blame her for 
their son's death.  

She escapes into the desert and eventually 
finds her way home - but her husband's family 
are hot on her heels. 

 

Shine—Candy Gourlay 

Rosa suffers from a rare condition that 
renders her mute. She lives on Mirasol 

where the rain never seems to stop. In the gloom 
of the island, its superstitious population are 
haunted by all sorts of fears . . . they shun people 
who suffer from Rosa's condition, believing them 
to be monsters. So Rosa must live hidden away in 
an isolated house with its back to the rest of the 
world, with only the internet for a social life. This 
is where her mother died and every night she 
lights a candle on the windowsill. The islanders 
believe this is the way to summon ghosts, and 
Rosa wants her mother back. One day she is 
befriended by a boy online who calls himself 
Ansel95 . Can she really trust him? What does he 
want? Then Mother turns up at the front door. 

Journey to the River Sea Paperback –             
Eva Ibbotson 

It is 1910 and Maia, tragically orphaned at thirteen, 
has been sent from England to start a new life with 
distant relatives in Manaus, hundreds of miles up the 
Amazon.  

She is accompanied by an eccentric and mysterious 
governess who has secret reasons of her own for 
making the journey.  

Both soon discover an exotic world bursting with new 
experiences in Journey to the River Sea, Eva Ibbot-
son's highly colourful, joyous adventure. 

The Child’s Elephant—Rachel Campbell-
Johnston 

'I cannot trumpet this book loudly enough. Scary, 
funny, romantic, heartwarming; an elephant book you 
won't forget' - Michael Morpurgo When a baby ele-
phant is abandoned on the African savannah, a young 
boy named Bat takes her back to his village and cares 
for her. But Bat's grandmother explains that Meya 
cannot stay with them for ever - the call of the wild 
will always be sounding in her soul. And there are 
frightening rumours on the wind, of kidnapping and 
suffering and war. Bat and his friend Muka are cata-
pulted into a new life of unimaginable terror. Will the 
bond between elephant and child remain strong 
enough to save them? 

Chains—Laurie Halse Anderson 

Isabel and her sister, Ruth, are slaves. Sold from 

one owner to the next, they arrive in New York 

as the Americans are fighting for their independence, 

and the English are struggling to maintain control. 

Soon Isabel is struggling too. Struggling to keep herself 

and her sister safe in a world in which they have no 

control. With a rare and compelling voice, this 

haunting novel tells not only the story of a remarkable 

girl and her incredible strength, but also of a time and 

place in which slavery was the order of the day and 

lives were valued like weights of meat or bundles of 

vegetables. 
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The Colour Purple Paperback – Alice 
Walker  

Set in the deep American South between the 
wars, THE COLOR PURPLE is the classic tale of Celie, a 
young black girl born into poverty and segregation. 
Raped repeatedly by the man she calls 'father', she 
has two children taken away from her, is separated 
from her beloved sister Nettie and is trapped into an 
ugly marriage.  

But then she meets the glamorous Shug Avery, singer 
and magic-maker - a woman who has taken charge of 
her own destiny.  

Gradually Celie discovers the power and joy of her 
own spirit, freeing her from her past and reuniting 
her with those she loves. 

A World Between Us—Lydia       
Stynson 

Spain, 1936. Felix, a spirited young nurse, has 
travelled to Spain to help the cause of the 
Republicans in the Spanish Civil War. But she 
is also following Nat, a passionate young man 
who has joined the International Brigades 
fighting Franco. And George - familiar George 
from home - is not far behind, in pursuit of 
Felix ... As Spain fights for its freedom against 
tyranny, Felix battles a conflict of the heart. 
With the civil war raging around her, Felix 
must make choices that will change her life 
forever. An epic and moving historical adven-
ture from debut author Lydia Syson. 

Tall Story—Candy Gourlay 

Be careful what you wish for . . .  
Andi is short. And she has lots of wish-

es. She wishes she could play on the school 
basketball team, she wishes for her own bed-
room, but most of all she wishes that her long 
lost half brother, Bernardo, could come and 
live in London, where he belongs. 
Then Andi's biggest wish comes true and she's 
minutes away from becoming someone's little 
sister. As she waits anxiously for Bernardo to 
arrive from the Philippines, she hopes he'll 
turn out to be tall and just as mad as she is 
about basketball. When he finally arrives, he's 
tall all right. But he's not just tall ... he's a 
GIANT.  

Killing honour – Bali Rai 

 

'Honour,' I repeated, wondering how such a small 
word could have caused so much       trouble. 
When Sat's sister, Jas, is married off into the Atwal 
family she changes, she's quiet and distant. But Sat's 
too busy with his own life; his girlfriend, his friends, 
football . . . Then Jas disappears. 
 
According to her new husband, she's run off with 
another man. Her family disown her; don't seem to 
care if she's ever found. But Sat doesn't believe it. 
Something has happened to his sister and he's deter-
mined to figure out what. But his investigations take 
him into dark and dangerous territory . . . 

Guantanamo Boy—Anna Perera 

Khalid, a fifteen-year-old Muslim boy from 
Rochdale, is abducted from Pakistan while on holiday 
with his family.  

He is taken to Guantanamo Bay and held without 
charge, where his hopes and dreams are crushed 
under the cruellest of circumstances.  

An innocent denied his freedom at a time when West-
ern boys are finding theirs, Khalid tries and fails to 
understand what's happening to him and cannot fail 
to be a changed young man. 

A Thousand Splendid Suns—Khaled     

Hosseini 

Mariam is only fifteen when she is sent to Kabul 

to marry Rasheed. Nearly two decades later, a friend-

ship grows between Mariam and a local teenager, 

Laila, as strong as the ties between mother and daugh-

ter.  

When the Taliban take over, life becomes a desperate 

struggle against starvation, brutality and fear.  

Yet love can move a person to act in unexpected ways, 

and lead them to overcome the most daunting obsta-

cles with a startling heroism. 

Global Line 
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