
Dear Families, 
I hope you have had a good 
week and that you are all 
safe and well. You should 
have received two messages 
from us  this week alerting 
you to letters I have put on 
the website to keep you up 
to date with what is happen-
ing now and what will be 
happening in the future. 
It is such an uncertain time 
for everybody and we really 
appreciate any feedback we 
have from families as to how 
we can support you with the 
girls’ learning and their 
emotional well-being. In a 
recent survey of students, 
we were worried that a sig-
nificant number of them had 
not been outside their home 
since the lockdown started. 
It really is important that we 
try to get some fresh air and 
some form of exercise, even 
if this is only a gentle walk. 
As long as we follow the 
guidelines around social 
distancing, being out in the 
open is encouraged and con-
sidered safe. 
As we move into the next 
stage and start emerging 
from lockdown, we are all 
going to be doing a little 
more and for some of us it 
will mean overcoming our 
very understandable fears. 
We know that things will 
change and the advice sug-
gests that if we start doing 
things gradually rather than 
waiting until all restrictions 
have been lifted, it will help 
us to get back to some form 
of normality. Small steps 
rather than a giant leap! 
School is a very strange 
place at the moment with 
such a small number of stu-
dents and staff. We miss the 
chatter and the laughter and 
are so looking forward to a 
time when we can welcome 
more of you back to join us. 
Yours sincerely 

Two students took up the challenge to create a 
virtual 'Race Across The World.' They were given 
a nominal budget (based on the cost of a plane 
ticket.) Iris and Jasmine designed Iris a very 
thoroughly thought out plan to race from Mos-
cow to Sydney in just 39 days via land and sea. 
They researched the most cost effective way to 
travel to the checkpoints and managed to book 

buses, accom-
m o d a t i o n , 
boats and pay 
for food all 
within the air fare budget of £1095. The girls 
have demonstrated that although we are staying 
safe at home we can still travel around the 
world from our living rooms.  

RACE ACROSS THE WORLD  

The EGA  kitchen garden, planted by students and Ms Henry,  
continues to thrive. It currently has rocket and spinach and herbs 
like rosemary and chives. The potato crop is growing taller every 
day.  We are looking forward to a bumper harvest.  

HOW DOES OUR GARDEN GROW? 
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HARD AT WORK 

Zerda in Year 10 has been working exception-
ally  hard at her Maths. Her teacher, Mr 
Bullens says.   

Zerda loves her maths, is self-
motivated, enjoys independent research, 

and is meticulous in her presentation. 

Annachiara in Year 8 used Bandlab, free music 
technology software to create a fun, upbeat piece 
called “Latin Cocktail.”  

Annachiara says, “My piece "Latino cocktail" was 
initially a result of me experimenting with Bandlab 
(an awesome music making website that I really 
recommend whether you're a musician 
or not ) You can listen to my piece by 
clicking on the headphone icon. I hope 
you enjoy it!” 

Click the logo 
above to take 
you to their 
YouTube page 
where you 
will find lots 
of cool tuto-
rial videos 
for BandLab. 

https://twitter.com/EGA_School
https://www.bandlab.com/revisions/0694a129-4089-ea11-96d2-0003ffd19c0f?sharedKey=JxTl8jKxwU6SSZGlEMytDw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgf5ymXSyONh0HwRL8Qs4Dg


YEAR 11 MOVING ON  

The Gifted, The Talented and Me - William Sutcliffe 

Fifteen-year-old Sam is not a famous 
vlogger, he's never gone viral, and he 
doesn't want to be the Next Big Thing. 
In fact he's ordinary and proud of it. 
None of which was a problem until 
Dad got rich and Mum made the whole 
family move to London. Now Sam's off 
to the North London Academy for the 
Gifted and Talented, where everyone's 
busy planning Hollywood domination or 

starting alt-metal psychedelica crossover bands. Sam 
knows he'll never belong, even if he wanted to. And that's 
before he ends up on stage wearing nothing but a fur 
onesie. A brilliantly funny look at fitting in, falling out and 
staying true to your own averageness. 

EGA eBook  Hertfordshire Libraries Amazon UK  
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HUMANITIES’ CORNER 

The month of May is full of  
religious events from many 
faiths. Here are just a few.  

7th VESAKHA PUJA / WESAK / 
BUDDHA DAY Buddhist 

Wesak is the biggest of Buddhist 
festivals. Theravadins celebrate 
the birth, enlightenment   and 
final passing away of Gautama 
Buddha.  Houses are decorated 
with lanterns and garlands, and 
temples are ringed with little oil 
lamps.      

11th evening  May LAG B'OMER 
Jewish 

The Omer lasts 49 days from 
Pesach to Shavuot. A time of sad-
ness, it is relieved on the 33rd 
day. It recalls the end of a plague 
in Roman times.  

22nd  Anniversary of the declara-
tion of the Bab Baha’i  

The Bab was co-founder of the 
Baha’i faith which was first de-
clared in Iran in 1844. He first 
declared his mission in Persia in 
1844. His shrine is the place to-
wards which all Baha’is face 
when praying 

19th  LAILAT-UL-QADR  THE NIGHT 
OF POWER 

This commemorates the night in 
610 CE when the prophet Muham-
mad received his first visit from 
the angel Jibril (Gabriel) and his 
revelation of the Qur’an.  

21st  (Thursday) ASCENSION DAY 
(40th day after Easter) Christian  

This day commemorates the last 
earthly appearance of the Risen 
Christ, who, according to Christian 
belief, ascended into heaven in 
the presence of many witnesses. 

EGA  teachers have been hard at 
work finding resources and ideas 
to support year 11 students who 
are moving onto sixth form.  They 
call be found here on our website 
here.  

It is also worth checking with 
your chosen college or sixth form 
as they may very well have put 
bridging work on their website. 
Students or parents who have any 
questions about progression 
should contact Mr Scott.  Ms Sid-
dique can also support with fur-
ther information, advice and guid-
ance about post 16 options. 

In recognition of the extraordinary times we 
are all living through, in English, Year 8 stu-
dents have been set the challenge of re-
cording their experiences at this 
'unprecedented' time.  

Early on in the project, the students were 
asked to describe someone who they saw as 
a hero in the current crisis. We enjoyed 
reading Zara’s touching tribute to her mum: 

My hero is my mum because even though we 
have been quarantined for over a month, it 
hasn't been as bad as I predicted it to be. De-
spite having three troublesome kids, she still 
tries to get us to stick to a routine. For exam-
ple, she makes us exercise and motivates us 
to do this by putting music on. She also makes 
this lockdown less stressful by allowing us to 
do activities other than being glued to our 
phones. We help cook and as a family it’s very 
enjoyable. 

Next, as the nation went into lockdown, stu-
dents were asked to describe their homes 
(either real or imagined.) Below are some ex-
tracts that highlight how hard it is to stay in 
the same place for an extended period - and 
which also celebrate the power of the imagi-
nation.  

Our house always smells like Airwick and is 
always clean; it’s the one thing I can always 
count on.  

By Jumairah  

We have this whole cycle and I don’t do the 
things that I want to do and I just get bored 
and constantly tell myself that I will do things 
today or tomorrow and I then start to realise 
that weeks of quarantine has passed and it’s 
like I’m trapped in a time warp, where time 
ticks by and the earth just keeps rotating, 
changing time and day and it sometimes gets 
so confusing that you aren’t able to do any-
thing.  

By Sabria  

Going out the door is the second biggest room 
which is the cinema with 6 red velvet seats 
with a drink holder. It also has a button where 
the seats go back and you can enjoy and relax. 
Next to it, it also has a vending machine with 
all of the best junk food there and you don't 
have to pay for it. That's my dream house.    

by Olivia  

More pieces will be published in upcoming 
weeks. 

CREATING HISTORY! 

https://egaschool.eplatform.co/title/9781408890202/epub
https://bit.ly/2ysAbUq
https://amzn.to/2W1NkwE
https://www.egaschool.co.uk/1423/year-11-transition
https://www.egaschool.co.uk/1423/year-11-transition

