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Earlier this week it was International Women’s Day. This 
special day, which commemorates the movement for 
women's rights, began in 1908 and over the years has 
come to be celebrated all around the world. Here at 
EGA we have a whole series of talks and workshops 
around this topic, uniting ourselves and inspiring each 
other to look towards a very bright future. This year has 
been a success in trying to raise awareness and fight for 
women’s rights, however we have yet to reach total 
equality. There is still lots of work to do, but we're con-
fident that we can achieve more equality, and we've 
made many positive moves forward recently. This is an 
example of how when one woman speaks up it can lead 
to an uprising: The '#MeToo' movement has been circu-
lating around the media since October 2017. It began 
with numerous sexual assault accusations directed at 
the infamous movie producer, Harvey Weinstein, but it 
quickly evolved into something more, into something 
greater.                                                                                           
It became the voice for victims of abuse or harassment 
around the world (whether male or female), with over 
4.7 million people using the hashtag. It began empow-
ering people to speak up against and confront a stigma-
tised issue with the aim of bettering the future and 
expressing the magnitude of the situation.                               

The discussion around more than 12 million posts ex-
posed the true discrimination and power imbalance in 
Hollywood and in many other sectors and industries. 
Interestingly, it also encouraged previous perpetrators 
of harassment or assault to speak out regarding their 
actions, apologising and sharing how they are willing to 
change, using the hashtag ‘HowIWillChange’. But this 
hashtag has also been used by male supporters of the 
cause, saying that they will not tolerate neutrality and 
complacency in these times of collective power.                          
This movement is a clear example of how one person’s 
voice can move people around the world and encour-
age them to share their own stories, beginning a new 
era of progressive thinking. Here at EGA, this movement 
has taught us the importance of having a voice and 
speaking out in situations which may anger or have an 
emotional impact on us. It has removed the stigma 
around the subject of sexual assault, opening conversa-
tions for students to discuss and debate. It has allowed 
students to engage in the reality of women’s position in 
society and created frustration and desire to challenge 
these norms. We are the future generation and move-
ments like hashtag ‘MeToo’ can help us make the differ-
ence. 

Being aware of the current generation’s issues can 
help us work towards eradicating them, ensuring 
that our future is a positive one. 

Dear Families, 

Last week we received the 

names of the girls who have 

been successful in their applica-

tion for a place in September 

2018. They will no doubt be 

very excited and a little anxious 

about the move but will be re-

assured by knowing how quick-

ly everyone settles into the new 

environment. Between now 

and September, there will be a 

number of occasions where 

they will visit us and get to 

know each other and the 

school. 

There has been a great deal in 

the media recently about the 

impact of social media on the 

lives of young people. We work 

hard to ensure that the girls are 

aware of the issues and pitfalls 

and yet we often see the results 

of misuse and abuse. Please be 

very aware of your daughter’s 

online profile and with whom 

she is in contact. It’s a really 

good idea to ban phones and 

tablets from the bedroom. If 

nothing else, it will ensure that 

there are fewer distractions 

from sleep. 

Next week there is a parents’ 

evening for year 7 students and 

I look forward to seeing many 

of you there. 

Yours sincerely, 

Bake Sale for Rock Challenge Portsmouth 

Grand Final 

Some of the girls in the Rock Challenge team            
organised a bake sale to raise funds for our trip to the 
Portsmouth final. The girls baked cakes and cookies 
and raised a fantastic £115 over two break times.  

Thanks to all the girls who supported the cause and 

well done to the team for running it all by yourselves.  

GCSE Drama Students' Exam       

Performances 

 

Well done to all of this year's EGA Drama 

students for their stunning final perfor-

mances, which took place on Wednes-

day. Ms Tailor and Mr McIntyre are very 

proud of you all!  

Here is a picture from open rehearsals 

that took place on Tuesday. 



Thank You Balkis! 

 

A HUGE well done and thank you 

to Balkis Direnis, who was the 

sound and light technician for our 

GCSE Drama exams this week. 

She was really patient with us, 

despite us making a lot of chang-

es the day before the exam. It's 

not an easy job but she was fan-

tastic at it and we really appreci-

ate it.  Thank you from all of us. 

 

Ms Tailor and the GCSE Drama 

students 

Pi Day 

                                                                                                                                                        
This coming Wednesday (14th March) is Pi Day at EGA. We celebrate the discovery of 
Pi by teaching the girls about its mathematical significance and running a range of ac-
tivities and competitions related to the subject.  

* Pi Day assemblies 

* 'Guess the Circumference of a Cookie' competition 

*'Memorising Pi' competition 

* 'Find Perfect Circles' challenge 

We hope you all enjoy the day and look forward to the competitions! 

International Women's Day Assemblies 2018  

Yesterday was International Wom-

en's Day and EGA always puts on a 

series of assemblies for the whole 

school to commemorate the event. 

We recognise the huge progress that 

has been made in the fight for gen-

der equality, celebrating role models 

that have created lasting change, as 

well as inspiring our girls to look to 

the future and what they can do to 

improve society further.                            

This year Ms Wells organised a won-

derful celebration that featured ex-

citing videos, an uplifting speech 

from Ms Beagley, an original spoken 

word poem by Ibtisam Osman 

(specially written for the occasion), 

an inspiring presentation and ques-

tions with former BBC camerawom-

an Sara Shepherd, and an exciting 

and powerful performance from the 

school choir. Thank you to all stu-

dents, staff and guest speakers in-

volved! 

Mr Jones Volleyball Inter-form Competitions Start on the week 

beginning Monday 12th March. Please see sports     

leaders or Ms Collen. 


