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This week last year was a time of great excitement at 
EGA. There were whispers. There were rumours. 
Something was clearly about to happen.  

Students applied to take part in a conference on Be-
longing. “You had to write about something that you 
wanted to change, “ recalls student Aizea, “I wrote 

that I wanted a world that was more forgiving.”  

Then on the day of the conference, as groups of excit-
ed students gathered in school, it was revealed that 

there was another big 
event taking place. 
Michelle Obama was 
paying her second visit 
to the school. She had 
chosen it as the setting 
for the book launch of 
her bestselling mem-
oir,  Becoming.  

“I remember the atmos-
phere in the school,” 
says Aizea, “”Michelle 
Obama seemed to want 
everyone to be comfort-

able and not feel out of place.  She wanted everyone 
to feel that they deserved to be there and that they 
could achieve.” 

“And I got to hug her,“ she added.  

Another student, Aviva, recalls the day as 
“inspirational.”  She says, “Mrs Obama talked about 
her childhood, What she said about bullying really 
stuck with me.”   

Executive headteacher and several alumni led a pan-
el discussion in which Ms Obama shared her views 
about work, ambition, marriage, supporting other 
women and kindness. “We as women don’t have the 
luxury of tearing each other down. There’s no room 
for mean girls.” 

After the book launch, the school moved onto the 
Belonging conference and took part in workshops on 
a range of contemporary topics including political 
action, social media, education and individualism 
versus collectivism.  

Mr Scott, who organised the Belonging conference 
says, “The aim was to consider all the ways in which 
we - students and staff - can 
make EGA an even more diverse 

and welcoming community.” 

There’s no room 

for mean girls 

MICHELLE OBAMA, ONE YEAR ON 

BADMINTON TOURNAMENT 
On Tuesday 19th November EGA hosted this competition for 
the first time. Other schools taking part were AMSI, Beacon 
High and St. Mary Mags.  EGA entered two teams at KS3 and 
one at KS4. They played singles and doubles matches up to 15 
points. Our players stepped up when they needed to and KS4 
came first with Beacon High in second place and St. Mary 
Mags third.  

In the KS3, the decider was between EGA 1 and EGA 2 and it 
was down to the last singles game with EGA 1 taking first 
place and  EGA 2 in second place. Third place went to St. Mary 
Mags and fourth to AMSI.  

All the EGA players are regular attenders to the Wednesday 
morning badminton club and demonstrated high standards, 
commitment, dedication and resilience.  

Congratulations to: Year 7 Lucy Morgan, Year 8 Nawa, Han-
nah and Jannah, Year 9 Leah, Yuki, Cedra, Angel and Rosa, 
Year 10 Sadie Russell, Year 11 Anjesa, Alexia, Niyah and Sofia 

The PE department would like to thank Year 11 who helped 
umpire the games, Valerie Noor and Nadia Gomes, also Ryan 
who helped umpire, Ms Beagley,Mr Viswanathan, Ms Tum-
bridge and Mark for coming down to support the players. 

Dear Parents, 

This week we have been 
remembering last year 
and the EGA belonging 
conference. The conversa-
tions on the day were so 
powerful, and  have gone 
on to shape much of our 
work moving forward. 
Days like these however 
are not one off events: they 
impact on all students, 
including our new intake of 
Year 7 students and stu-
dents yet to join. One year 
on, all year 7s took part 
this week in our ‘non vio-
lent school workshops’. 
This came from a work-
shop delivered at the con-
ference and is now part of 
the curriculum for all Year 
7 students.  

We will be launching our 
new platform for finding 
and networking with our 
alumni next week. Thanks 
to Polly Shields, one of our 
parents, who generously 
supported the idea. It will 
be a wonderful resource 
for generations of EGA 
students to network and 
support each other long 
after they have graduated. 
We have already signed up 
last year’s Year 11. If you 
are an ex-EGA student, or 
you know someone who 
may be interested, please 
check the newsletter next 
week for more infor-
mation. 

https://twitter.com/EGA_School


A mixture of KS3 students compet-
ed in the Islington Indoor Cricket 
tournament at St Mary Magdalene 
Academy. EGA batted very well, 
gaining a lot of runs from Lucy 
Morgan and Iris Ebbatson. Angel 
Gilam stopped nearly every ball 
coming her way, and Sadie Boyce 
bowled out 4 of the batswomen- 
incredible bowling! Overall, EGA 
came 2nd place missing out on 1st 
by 1 run! Well done ladies, you all 
worked so well as a team.  

Our KS4 team will be repre-
senting Islington in the  
Middlesex competition in Janu-
ary. 

INDOOR CRICKET 

This survey has been put together by parents to help us 
understand better how we can get more involvement with 
school life from a greater number of parents. We would 
really appreciate it if you could spare a few minutes to 
complete the questions.  

 https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/CQ7KBLZ  

PARENTS’ CORNER 

admin@egas.org.uk 

On Tuesday 12th November, GCSE dance students took part in a 
whole day workshop with visiting dance practitioner Mel Simp-
son. The girls worked so hard all day to cre-
ate an exam performance piece. This is no 
small task as they were dancing for 8 hours 
being pushed hard to achieve some com-
plex ideas and choreography. Well done to 
all and a special thanks to the wonderful 
Mel Simpson.  

DANCE WORKSHOP WITH MEL SIMPSON 

LAMDA CLASSES  
EGA is now offering private 
classes in Acting and Speak-
ing in Public. LAMDA is one of 
the UK’s oldest and most re-
spected awarding bodies. The 
syllabus is recognised 
by Ofqual which means 
LAMDA qualifications are on 
par with GCSE’s and A-Levels 
and at the higher grades, will 
earn you UCAS Points.  

Classes run Wednesday and 
Thursday after school and 
cost just £7.50.  
For more information please 
visit www.louderdrama.com 
or email EGA’s new LAMDA 
tutor Luke on  
hello@louderdrama.com to 
register your interest.  
Click here for the flyer. 

On Wednesday 27th November 
2019, 100 students from Sociology 
and Year 9 RE took part in the first 
student seminar. The topic of the 
presentation was entitled, ‘The 
place of Feminism in Modern Day 
Society.” Here is what some of the 
students had to say… 

“We learnt new information such 
as how the #METOO movement 
was viralised and the different 
stages of feminism throughout 
history, and where it is now. “  
-Gulten Kurban  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The speaker, Aishah, spoke about 
the importance of diverse femi-
nism, how every experience of 
equality is different, and the sig-
nificance of the movement cater-
ing to individual people.”   
-Lillabelle Aikins 

 “It’s important for young women 
and girls to be taught about femi-
nism, especially with all the nega-
tive media attention that distracts 
people from the narrative.”  
-Evlyn Bill 

SEMINAR ON FEMINISM 

Tickets are now on sale for EGA'S production of Matilda 
the Musical! Tuesday 17th and Wednesday 18th at 6:30pm. 
£2 students/children and £4 Adults. Tickets can be pur-
chased from the Performing Arts Office. Don't miss out!  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/CQ7KBLZ
https://elizabeth-garrett-anderson.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/LAMDA-Classes-at-Elizabeth-Garrett-Anderson-School.pdf

