
ALMEIDA THEATRE 

Dear families, 

This will hopefully be the final 
newsletter for students and 
families who, for the majority, 
have been learning at home, 
with next week of course sig-
nalling  the phased return to 
school for all students. I hope 
for many of you, you have been 
able to enjoy spending more 
time together. I often speak to 
parents who are frustrated that 
they don’t get a sense of what 
their children do in school and 
so this period I hope has been an 
interesting insight into teaching 
and learning at EGA.  

Nothing however compares 
with the buzz of being in school 
and enjoying all the social inter-
actions which come from being 
with your peers. We are antici-
pating some very excited stu-
dents next week!  

Thank you again to those of you 
who have communicated with 
us your consent for testing, and 
if you haven't done so as yet 
please can you do this by Mon-
day to ensure we don’t miss you 
from our plans.  

As we move to this return to the 
school and we all hope the end 
of lockdowns I would like to 
thank each and every parent 
who has helped to support the 
school and their child. This was 
a real team effort and your en-
couragement, thanks and ideas 
for improving our work were so 
gratefully received. Next week 
coincides with International 
Women's Day celebrations 
which will be available on the 
website to watch at home. 
Please do join us remotely, to 
celebrate what we all hope is 
the end of a very challenging 
period for schools and families. 

 
Thank you as always for your 
support,   

On Monday evening, March 1st, 

MiSST had their virtual concert 

'A Celebration of Music Through 

Lockdown'. Anna represented 

EGA in this virtual concert play-

ing clarinet in Mambo No 5. It 

really is an outstanding effort 

on Anna's part to have the initi-

ative and maturity to do this. 

What is more impressive for 

Anna is that this concert was a 

collaboration of all MiSST 

schools not just in London, but 

also in Manchester, effectively making it a national broadcast! It 

was a well-put together virtual concert and now, moving forward, 

we can teach music using a well-balanced mix of technology and 

face to face. We're looking forward to working with MiSST in future 

as schools start to open up again. 

MISST CONCERT 

TIN OF BEANS CHALLENGE WINNERS  

EGA took inspiration from a Cornish second-
ary school to set up and run a similar baked 
bean competition. The challenge was to cre-
ate a tin of beans and up to two slices of toast 
to create an artistic piece.  

The winner was Vanja in year 7 (below). 

Here is a sample of their 
work. 
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Last week every Year 7 
pupil participated in a 
workshop facilitated by 
Abi Falase from the Al-
meida Theatre. The work-
shop was a reward for the 
resilience Year 7s have 
shown in their home 
learning, particularly in 
Drama. They played cha-
rades and some improv 
games which were very 
creative and hilarious. 
Thanks Almeida Theatre 
and Year 7s for your par-
ticipation. I hope you had 
fun!  

https://twitter.com/EGA_School


In Spanish, Year 7s have been learning about different Spanish speaking coun-
tries. Spanish is an official language in 20 countries and it's spoken in many 
more! The students have been creating beautiful  
posters with information. Here are some from 7L! HOLA 

WORLD BOOK DAY CELEBRATIONS 
World Book Day started early this year. On 
the Friday before midterm, our students in 
school from Years 7-9 completed a scav-
enger hunt in preparation for World Book 
Day. Clues and riddles were hidden in each 
classroom in the morning by Ms. Sheehan 
and Ms. Hirst. Students were first asked to 
crack an alphabet code which led them to 
their first clue: The TA in their class! They 
then followed and solved the rest of the 
riddles which led them to the English office 
where they were all given some treats and 
a free book 

The celebrations con-
tinued after the half 
term with  EGA stu-
dents meeting authors 
virtually during read-
ing clubs and beyond. 
On Monday, Year 8 
book club took a break 
from reading Jessica’s 
Ghost by Andy Norriss 

to watch a livestream with author Kereen 
Getten. Getten has recently written histor-
ical fiction Two Sisters as part of the Scho-
lastic’s Voices Series. It covers a sisterly 
bond facing prejudice against race and 
skin colour during Georgian Britain. Getten 
discussed her writing process and the 
importance of reading biographical ac-
counts of the era from all perspectives, 

adopting a no-holds-barred approach to 
research to make this historically as accu-
rate as possible. Upon hearing an extract, 
one student wrote ‘THIS SOUNDS SO 
GOOD.’  

Tuesday meant Year 7 Book Club attended 
a livestream with author and radio pre-
senter Vick Hope. Her new book, written 
with co-author Roman Kemp, is all about 
school, radio and the power of protest. Her 
inspiring talk showed us how speaking up 
for what you believe in and hard work can 
yield positive results. Hope also shared 
some of her favourite book recommenda-
tions from David Almond, Roald Dahl and 
Malorie Blackman.  

Friday saw two more virtual author visits 
taking place. In the morning, students who 
had been nominated by their English 
Teachers for their hard work, attended a 
virtual visit with Alex Wheatle. Wheatle’s 
funny yet touching Crongton books are a 
hit with students in the library, and ex-
tracts are sometimes set as homework. 
Wheatle’s life account of growing up in the 
care system was recently featured in the 
BBC Small Axe TV series.  

Our author visits ended with EGA favourite 
Sita Brahmachari. Recently interviewed by 
students for the English Faculty Magazine, 
Brahmachari will be discussing her new 

World Book Day title, 
The River Whale. This 
event is part of EGA’s 
involvement in The 
Get Islington Read-
ing, a three-year 
project to promote 
reading for pleasure. 
Her book, Artichoke 
Hearts is often fea-

tured as part of the EGA Reading Festival.  

More World Book Day fun  
Students can enter our creative World 
Book Day competition - where they submit 
an edited photo of them reading anywhere 
in the galaxy to Ms Sanderson by 31st 
March 2021. They can achieve this with 
their chromebooks via Paint or Photoshop. 
Photos of collages using paper, glue and 
scissors are 
also welcome! 
(See Ms Sander-
son’s example… 
even a Foo 
Fighters concert 
can’t distract 
her from a good 
book!) 

https://uk.accessit.online/elz00/?serviceId=ExternalEvent&brSn=20620&brKey=25258124
https://uk.accessit.online/elz00/?serviceId=ExternalEvent&brSn=20620&brKey=25258124
https://uk.accessit.online/elz00/?serviceId=ExternalEvent&brSn=2498&brKey=1655281815
https://uk.accessit.online/elz00/?serviceId=ExternalEvent&brSn=20864&brKey=696763344
https://uk.accessit.online/elz00/?serviceId=ExternalEvent&brSn=108&brKey=330206603
https://uk.accessit.online/elz00/?serviceId=ExternalEvent&brSn=1751&brKey=489492648
https://forms.gle/HBiinwScdQ5ba1sk8
https://uk.accessit.online/elz00/?serviceId=ExternalEvent&brSn=20871&brKey=1215212077
https://uk.accessit.online/elz00/?serviceId=ExternalEvent&brSn=20871&brKey=1215212077
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&to=nariece.sanderson@egas.islington.sch.uk&su=WBD%20Competition

