
Islington Schools Running League 

 

On Monday 30th April the last race of the 
Islington Schools Running League was 
held at Finsbury Park Athletics Track. 
EGA was represented by three year 7 
students. It was a bitterly cold and wet 
afternoon but our students rose to the 
challenge and managed to complete 6 
laps of the 400m track without being 
lapped by their competitors. The rules 
were that if you were lapped by the race 
leader you would be out of the race. A 
huge congratulations to the following stu-
dents for being committed, dedicated and 
resilient throughout: Leah Lipsey 
Swarbrick finished in 3rd place, Yuki 

Oyeseki finished in 4th place and Cedra 
Salhi finished in 5th place. It was a pleas-
ure to take them. The Running League 
will resume again in the autumn term. 
There is also a running club on Thurs-
days at 8 am. 
 

Ms Silva 

Year 9 Visit to Oxford University 

 

On the 30th of April, 12 Year 9 students went 
on an Aspiration Day visit to Oxford Universi-
ty. The students started the day of with an 
introduction to Oxford University and the pro-
cess of applying to a Russell Group Universi-
ty. The students then went on to explore tast-
er sessions on courses such as Classics and 
Marine Biology, both of which were positively 
engaging. They then had a tour of the college 
and visited the library, accommodation and 
the student common space. 
 

There was an opportunity to take part in a 
Q&A session with a current student ambas-
sador, who was able to give them a valuable 

insight into the life of a university student and 
what the expectations/reality of studying at 
Oxford University are.  

The day ended with a visit to the University's 
Museum, which consisted of various archae-
ological findings and fascinating discoveries. 
The purpose of the trip was to give students 
an insight into a very renowned university 
and explore the pathways of studying at a 
Russell Group university. The students had a 
wonderful time and acknowledged that they 
have gained valuable knowledge and under-
standing around the process of applying to 
university. The students shared that they be-
lieve this experience will support and enable 
them to make more informed decisions about 
their futures.  

Ms Choudhury  
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Dear Families, 

After the long weekend, GCSEs 

will begin in earnest for girls in 

years nine, ten and eleven, so 

I hope that revision is well 

underway.  

As ever, families are very    

important in helping the girls 

to stick to a revision timetable, 

to ensure that they have    

regular breaks, that they are 

eating sensibly, drinking    

plenty of water and getting a 

good night’s sleep. 

 

It’s the time of year when 

schools are setting their   

budgets for the financial year. 

Despite the changes to school 

funding, we have managed to 

set a healthy budget without 

making any changes which 

have a direct impact on the 

girls’ experience.  

However, school funding is 

still a big issue and it is        

important that we continue to 

make the case that schools 

need to be adequately        

resourced to ensure excellent 

outcomes  for all our students. 

 

Yours sincerely, 



EGA at the Rock Challenge Final 

The EGA Rock Challenge team competed in the Grand Final 
last week in Portsmouth. More details to follow in next 
week's newsletter! 

Ms Wells 

James Cousins Dance Company Work with EGA 

Dance Students  

James Cousins Dance Company came in to work with the 
GCSE dance class this week. James Cousins’ acclaimed cho-
reography for 'Within Her Eyes' is part of the new GCSE speci-
fication and this workshop was delivered to introduce the work, 
style and context of the piece for the students. It was great to 
see the girls working in the same approaches to the company 
and that James Cousins himself took time out to work with our 

girls.  Ms Wells   

GCSE Geography Trip 

On Monday 30th April 75 GCSE Geography students visited 
Walthamstow Reservoir. The trip was to prepare them for 
their upcoming exam on June 11th. In this exam students 
will need to make a decision as to whether a similar reser-
voir should be built in Oxfordshire. On the trip we saw 
many social, economic and environmental reasons why res-
ervoirs should be built. 
Despite the bad weather we all had fun and learned a lot 
about where we get our drinking water from. 
Mr Hurley 

Oxford University Student History Teachers' Visit 

On Wednesday morning a group of 4 students training to become 
secondary school History teachers visited EGA with their tutor. The 
aim was to learn about how best to teach students who speak Eng-
lish as an Additional Language (EAL). Part of this visit involved 
them meeting and questioning 5 Key Stage 4 EAL students who are 
all achieving well. The students explained what helps or hinders 
their English language development alongside subject content in 
lessons and how, individually, they each develop their academic 
language skills in English so they can achieve their potential here 
and in the future. I would like to thank the following students, who 
willingly gave up their time and were impressive ambassadors for 
the school: Malika Abdulhamidova 11L, Yi En Chan C4FFA, Sanah 
Habbib C4JLO, Sumaya Mohamed C4ABU and Yasna Nasrollahi 
O4SUD. I would also like to thank Mr Stemp, Ms Oldham, Ms 
Doyle, Mr Bourne and the canteen staff. Ms Wales 

EGA's Geography groups have been visiting a major reservoir in 
Walthamstow in order to gain first hand experience of these wa-
ter management schemes, as well as to consider the benefits and 
issues that they bring. As part of their exams, students will need 
to assess the arguments for and against a proposed reservoir in 
Abingdon reservoir, Oxfordshire, to manage water stressed re-
gions in the South-East of England; notably London. The visit to 
Walthamstow will enable students to sample a range of social, 
economic and environmental impacts, particularly as the wet-
lands are a Site of Scientific Interest (SSSI) and a Ramsar wetland 
designated site of international importance.  

It is home to rich natural habitats with a diverse range of birds, 
which is frequented for both recreational and educational use, 
through fishing, bird watching and learning centres. Economic 
incentives for these schemes are also discussed, such as job op-
portunities and local services such as the onsite cafe. Upon re-
turn, students will explore opposition to the reservoir, principally 
due to visually intrusive and disruptive construction, as well as 
disturbance to certain local habitats and wildlife. These experi-
ences will give Geography students an excellent opportunity to 
develop decision-making skills with regards to complex and often 
contentious projects in a real life context, but also provide a rich 
taste of the local wildlife practically on their doorstep in Lon-
don.  Mr Davies 

To keep fit I exercise 6 days a week – either swimming or running 
plus  Pilates. Exercise benefits my mental health too – running is 
great for working out novel plots!                                                        
Ms Cheetham - Librarian. 


