
Dear families, 

I must start this week's col-
umn with a message about 
the conflict in Ukraine and 
how we have been discuss-
ing it with students. Our 
approach is always to en-
gage in challenging con-
versations through educat-
ing ourselves and each oth-
er. Students have been dis-
cussing the conflict in tutor 
time this week to gain a 
better insight into the situ-
ation. We have held drop-
ins for worried students 
and I have spoken to every-
one in assemblies to reas-
sure them that school is 
and remains a safe place 
for students. We will be 
discussing fundraising op-
portunities next week as so 
many students are asking 
how they can support. If 
your child has been partic-
ularly affected by the news 
and you would like some 
support do please get in 
touch. 

A huge thank you to the 
hundreds of parents who 
responded to our work 
around our  uniform re-
fresh. Decisions have now 
been made after this 
week’s governors meeting 
and a letter will go out to all 
families today.  

Finally, it has been a chal-
lenging week to get to 
school with the combina-
tion of tube strikes and ter-
rible weather. Well done to 
all students who battled to 
come in on very busy buses, 
determined to get to school 
on time and ready to learn. 

The 3rd of March was World Book Day and to 
celebrate we had a week of fun activities in 
the library. Every tutor group listened to the 
first episode of the EGA Book Podcast in 
which Ms Watson was interviewed by Year 10 
student Olsa Bala. In upcoming episodes, 
there will be interviews with year 10 stu-
dents, Ms Beagley and a visiting author,  Liz 
de Jager.  

To share our love of reading, teachers dis-
played posters with their current reads and 
students had the opportunity to take part in 
book related festivities.   

In library Lessons, students searched for 
books by authors from around the world and 
created posters for display. During break and 
lunch the library was full of students an-
swering quiz questions for lucky dip prizes, 
including £5 book vouchers and lollipops! 

On Thursday we were joined by author Liz de 

Jager who met with students and was inter-
viewed for an episode of the podcast. Over 
the tannoy we heard extracts from three 
popular library books; Coraline by Neil 
Gaiman, Proud by Ibtihaj Mohamad and 
Smart by Kim Slater.  

We also had a book tasting menu available to 
browse in the library, the menu consisted of 
pages displayed from exciting but less well-
known books, allowing students to get a 
small taste of what the book entails. 

WORLD BOOK DAY  

SPEAK OUT CHALLENGE 

Two year 10 EGA students Elena and Randa 
took part in the Islington part of the Jack Pet-
chey Speak Out Challenge.  

The event was held at Highbury Fields School 
and featured a range of student speakers 
from Islington Schools.  

At the end of the evening, we were delighted 
to hear that Randa had come second.  Randa 
spoke eloquently about “War - Enough is 
Enough “ 

Randa said,  

I really enjoyed taking part and see-
ing new people and listening to 

their speeches. I felt confi-
dent taking part.  

 

The confidence was clearly well placed.  Con-
gratulations and well done to Randa and 
Elena. 
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FROM THE STUDENT LEADERS  

Hello everyone, We are the student leadership team - welcome to our corner of the newsletter!  Our first 
news is to let you know that we are planning a Culture Day on the 1st April 2022. Please fill out the 
google form that has been sent to you by Wednesday 9th March. If you have any questions, email   us 
below: studentleaders@egas.islington.sch.uk 

https://twitter.com/EGA_School


by filling out this form. 

NEW CHEF AT EGA  

BOXING CLUB  GCSE TEA PARTY 

A wonderful tea party was hosted by 
the GCSE Food Technology groups. 
Not only were the cakes beautifully 
cooked, the presentation was im-
maculate. Here are a few examples.  

EGA  is the first of six schools from around 
England and Wales to feature in a series of 
short films created by Quakers in Britain to 
showcase the power of peace education. 

Headteacher,  Sarah Beagley, believes that 
peacebuilding workshops are vital in 
shaping who her pupils become.  

“Living in London brings huge benefits but 
also challenges and our young people 
have to navigate that. Some live in com-
munities where they deal with violence.  

“We set out to say that in this school, in this 
place, and this community something will 
be different. 

“Now I can’t change what happens once 
they set foot outside, but I can help to give 
them the skills so if that happens, they 
have a language, they have a vocabulary 
and a confidence to know what’s happen-
ing to them is wrong and they know what 
to do.”  

Isabel Cartwright, Peace Education Man-
ager at Quakers in Britain adds “ 

‘Schools shouldn’t be afraid of talking 
about war and peacebuilding. They can 
help young people build the combination of 
knowledge, empathy and critical reflection 
needed to be ethical, active citizens.’ 

The Quakers, based at Friends House, just 
one mile from EGA, promote education 
rooted in peace and justice. They work with 

educators, young people and partners on 
creative peace education resources and 
practice. 

When the filmmakers visited in Autumn 
2021, the school was examining, among 
other things,  the persecution of Uighurs in 
China. The school has a track record of 
engaging with the global, and relating it to 
the lives of its students 

Head of History Hamidah Siddiqua said “I 
wanted to do something where I don’t just 
stick to the curriculum, but we talked 
about the concerns of students.”   

Isabel Cartwright, Peace Education Man-
ager at Quakers in Britain, said: 

“We were drawn to EGA  because we know 
that even when subjects are daunting, the 
teachers at EGA are up for it when stu-
dents come to them with questions about 
events in Palestine & Israel, Afghanistan 
and most recently Ukraine.” 

The Quaker films will showcase primary 
and secondary schools that invest in build-
ing peace. The other schools featured are 
in Staffordshire, Leeds, Southwark, Mer-
thyr Tydfil and Birmingham. 

The series of six videos from Quakers in 
Britain is building up to the release of a 
new report Peace at the Heart, a relational 
approach to education in British schools in 
Spring 2022. 

THE POWER OF PEACE EDUCATION  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSem-jf0_B4TrwwBuhIzhcrnegCXu1zPLuRotNql55C-7-LFXg/viewform

