
Dear Families,  

I hope you all remain well 
and are looking forward 
to the greater freedoms 
due to come into force at 
the beginning of next 
month. There was a clear 
announcement on 
schools around the ex-
pectation that all schools 
would be fully open in 
September We have very 
little further  information 
to share with you and as 
always the detailed guid-
ance when available will 
inform our plans.  

Our aim is to get all stu-
dents back safely as soon 
as possible but we are 
modelling a number of 
different plans should the 
situation change and to 
support students should 
there be any further tem-
porary closures. Over the 
coming weeks we will be 
keeping you updated on 
our plans and one aspect 
of this is how we commu-
nicate with you and what 
parents evenings and 
events might look like in 
the future. As ever, we 
are very happy to hear 
your views.  

We have had some very 
positive stories from all 
the different activities 
happening this week. 
Students have been en-
joying doing something 
other than their usual 
lessons  and we know 
how important it is to 
enrich the curriculum 
with a wide range of op-
portunities. This is some-
thing we do not want to 
lose as we transition 
back into school. 

 

While Years 9 and 10 were busy learning about social action 
and work experience, Year 8 enjoyed Languages Focus Week. 
They had a week of fun cultural activities in French or Span-
ish, such as watching a short movie in their target language 
and writing a review (well done, Enna Thea), taking a virtual 
tour of the Guggenheim Museum in 
Bilbao or the Louvre, joining in a 
cook-along with their teachers, and 
commentating on a fashion show - 
in French or Spanish of course. They 
also made colourful fortune tellers 
(comecocos in Spanish, cocottes en 
papier in French). Here are some 
lovely examples by  Dominika, Iris, 
Bethlehem and Jasmine. 

Year 9 has been doing a week of vir-
tual volunteering, following an excit-
ing programme in which they learn 
about the importance of social action 
and helping others.   

Amelia produced this poster at the 
start of the week. Lovely work, Ame-
lia.  

Erin also produced a poster to show-
case her ideas about volunteering.  

Aylin wrote a 
letter and a 
proposal about 
a sponsored 
60 mile cycle 
ride to raise 
money for the 
British Heart 
Foundation.  

VIRTUAL VOLUNTEERING 

PRIZE WINNING YEAR 8S 
During lockdown, the English Department challenged our Year 7 and Year 8 students to pro-

duce some spooky mini sagas and enter 
them in this year's Young Writer's Spinechill-
ers competition. Stories could only be 100 
words long, but had to thrill and terrify the 
reader! Congratulations to Olivia in Year 7 
and Zahra in Year 8 for their success in the 
competition: their 
stories will be 
published in the 
S p i n e c h i l l e r s 
anthology later 
this year. 
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Zahra in Year 8 has raised £1421.00 in 
aid of Great Ormond Street Hospital 
Charity by completing a Ramadan Jum-
pathon. What a brilliant achievement! 

JUMP FOR CHARITY 

LANGUAGE FOCUS WEEK 

https://twitter.com/EGA_School
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COOKIES 
We love hearing from stu-
dents and we love seeing 
what they have been up to, 
particularly when it comes 
with pictures of delicious 
looking cookies.  Here is an 
email from Natalia in year 8.  

Hi {again} Miss De Bruin/Wait 
& Miss Walker, 

Today I woke up at 6am to re-
bake some peanut butter 
cookies that I burnt yester-
day. They came out better 
than ever; soft & chewy in the 
centre - crispy on the out-
side! I did use the original 
recipe to make them, how-
ever, I also added extra fla-
vourings such as Grape Mo-
lasses, Cinnamon, Ginger, 
Chopped Almonds etc.  I 
have attached some images 
to this email so you can see 
just how amazingly better 
they turned out than yester-
days! 

Kind regards, 

Natalia  

On June 20th, the UK enjoyed 16 hours and 
38 minutes of daylight! That is the longest 
day of the year, also known as the summer 
solstice.   

Traditionally, the summer solstice period fell 
between the planting and harvesting of 
crops, leaving people who worked the land 
time to relax. This is why June became the 
traditional month for weddings.  

People in northern 
European coun-
tries celebrate the 
summer solstice. 
In Denmark they 
build bonfires and in Sweden they collect 
herbs and dance around a maypole. The fes-
tivals were intended to celebrate the sum-
mer and the fertility of the earth.  

THE LONGEST DAY 

ART OF THE WEEK 
 

Monday June 22 was Windrush Day, a time to think about and celebrate the British Caribbean 
community, and the half a million people who travelled to the UK after the Second World War.  The 
first Windrush Day was held on June 22 2018. 

If you are interested in finding out more about the Windrush generation and their contribution to 
British society, Ms Sanderson, our deputy librarian has put together a range of links:  

British Library  

Geraldine Connor Foundation Learning Resources 

HistoryExtra Resources 

Events 

HistoryExtra Podcast with Colin Grant 

BBC Newsround 

Jumirah (left) and Annachiara (right) in Year 8  have used the concept of a Cub-
ist portrait but has extended the idea and been further inspired by the famous 
British artist David Hockney’s photo combines. Pupils were given the option of 
producing this with paint or colour pencils or for those who wanted, to make the 
outcome using a digital process with a computer draw program or photography. 

HAPPY NATIONAL WINDRUSH DAY EVERYONE! 

By Jade, Year 8 

By Fajer, Year 8 

https://www.bl.uk/windrush
https://bit.ly/2zmBqVJ
https://www.historyextra.com/search/?q=windrush
https://bit.ly/3cV3Xzv
https://bit.ly/2MT7hk8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/43793769

