
Dear families, 

Welcome back to the new 
half term. I am sure that like 
us you are delighted that we 
finally have confirmation of 
the return to school which for 
us will begin in a staggered 
way from 8th March. I will be 
writing to all year groups 
separately to give the details 
of how this will work so 
please make sure that you 
check it carefully, it will be 
rather a complicated week! 

Thank you to those of you 
who have communicated with 
us your consent for testing, if 
you haven't done so as yet 
please can you do this at your 
earliest convenience, this will 
really support us in our plan-
ning for the return to school. 

The other big news this week 
was of course the announce-
ment around the Summer 
exams, which affects stu-
dents in years 9, 10 and 11. 
The government has an-
nounced that results will be 
awarded based on teachers’ 
submissions. I want to be 
clear that there will be a rig-
orous process in school to 
ensure as best as we possi-
bly can that students get a 
fair grade. We will be looking 
to find ways to give all stu-
dents opportunities to dem-
onstrate their ability over the 
Summer term and will give 
you more detail on this when 
we have it.  

Next week we will be working 
as a staff body to prepare for 
the return back into school 
for all our students. All les-
sons will be set via google 
classroom on Thursday and 
Friday to allow this to be 
done properly and to start the 
extensive testing off staff.   

Thank you as always for your 
support,   

The second issue of the Faculty magazine has just 
been launched and, once again, it’s a fascinating 
mix of ideas, insight, interviews and creative writ-
ing.  The theme for this issue was values. Stu-
dents’ writing included a celebration of friendship, 
an interview with the writer Sita Brahmachari, a 
reminder of the need to protect the environment 
and a passionate plea for rejecting “colourism” in 
black and Asian communities and valuing the 
beauty in us all.  

Fourteen students have made a written contribu-
tion to this issue and all the artwork was done by 
students in the EGA art department  

Ms Hirst in the English Faculty had the original 
idea for the magazine, but the inspiration for the 
content and the writing is directed by the stu-
dents.  

Students can get involved by joining the magazine 
club using the Google classroom code: h3japje. 

ISSUE 2 OF ENGLISH FACULTY MAGAZINE  

ART OF THE WEEK 
 Head of Art, Mr Coulson writes:  

Some of our Yr7 students who are in their second 

rotation for Drawing & Painting have been starting to 

look at portraiture in recent lessons. I have been mas-

sively impressed with the outcomes from all students 

that have thrown themselves into experimenting with 

digital drawing. The selection of work here shows just 

a handful of the outstanding self-portraits students 

have been completing. 

 Keep experimenting, keep drawing! 
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EXAMS UPDATE 

SUPPORTING YOUR DAUGHTER WITH HER LEARNING  HUMANITIES CORNER  

The Lantern 
Festival or 
Spring Lan-
tern Festival is 
a Chinese 
festival cele-

brated on the fifteenth day of the first 
lunar month in the Chinese calendar 
which falls on Friday, 26th of February 
this year. This Festival traditionally 
marks the end of the Chinese New Year 
period. People will go out to look at the 
moon, send up flying lanterns, fly bright 
drones, have a meal, and enjoy time 
together with family and friends in 
parks and natural areas.  

We know how many parents are keen to help their children get the most out of 
their learning whether that’s onsite or at home. And the school is extremely 
grateful for your support.  For anyone wondering how best to support, we have 
offered a handy guide of what to do and what not to do.  

There is lots of information in the media about 
schools and the awarding of GCSE 
grades.  More information is due from exam 
boards soon. We are currently planning how 
this process will take place at EGA. As soon as 
this has been finalised we will share it with 
you.  

Mock exams will not be taking place in the 
Spring term.   

We are very much looking forward to welcom-
ing  students back to school. 

GARDENING TIME 
Last week, Year 9s in the Key Worker took advantage of a 
sunny day  to help out in the school garden.  Anaya, 
Serenite, Faith, Aysha, Neave and Olivia  all joined in to 
bring the plants out from the greenhouses.  The plants 
included foxgloves, Peruvian lily , mealy cup sage and 
ornamental cabbage!  

At first, they were a bit worried about getting dirty, but soon they got into the 
swing of things, digging holes for the plants and covering with soil. It had been 
raining the previous week so the soil was damp.    

Lots of worms were turned up in the digging and Anaya named one of them 
Brooklyn! 

When the plants 
were in,  Aysha, 
Serenite and Olivia 
used the hose and 
watering can to 
make sure the 

plants and soil were well watered.  Some students got splashed, but luckily the 
weather was warm so nobody got too cold.   

There was lots of laughter and the girls worked amazingly as a team. Everyone 
is now looking forward to seeing the plants bloom throughout the coming spring 
and summer. 

Do’s  Don’ts  

Provide a space with all the necessary re-
sources to hand. Young people often struggle 
with getting down to work, This can be made 
easier if all their home learning resources are 
kept in one place eg a desk or a shelf. Buy 
some folders so that papers can be kept or-

Compare them with others.  Children and 
young people have their own strengths and 
develop at different rates. It doesn’t matter 
what their older sister did or their cousin’s 
grade.  What matters is that they are doing the 
best.  

Remind them to get enough sleep.  Teenagers 
need between 8 and 10 hours of sleep a 
night.  More advice on ensuring they  
have quality sleep can be found here,  
NHS sleep tips for teenagers . 

Rush to tell them the answers. Instead, offer 
prompts.  Ask questions like, “Where could you 
find the answer?”  and  “Can you remember 
what you did last time?” 

Remind them to take exercise.  NHS guidance 
is that teenagers should do about  60 minutes 
of moderate intensity physical activity a day 
across the week.  With after school activities 
and clubs still closed, look at exercise  
such as running, walking,  
dancing and cycling.  

Panic. Many young people are worried at the 
moment so it is good to model a calm and 
rational response. Encourage  
them to think about what they  
can do rather than focus on  
what might go wrong.  

Praise the process of learning. Comment on 
how well they concentrated or how quickly 
they got started on the work. Notice how they 
didn’t give up when the work was challenging. 
You are aiming to build habits that will last for 
a lifetime.  

Talk about catching up or what they’ve 
missed.  It could easily become demotivating. 
Focus on the here and now and going forward. 
The key question is,  
“What is your next step?” 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/sleep-and-tiredness/sleep-tips-for-teenagers/#:~:text=A%20minimum%20of%208%20to,be%20well%20rested%20for%20school

