
Dear Families 

It’s wonderful to see all our 
students grasping every 
learning opportunity and 
really enjoying being back 
in school. There is a real 
focus in the classrooms 
but also lots engagement 
with sport and the arts 
which are such an im-
portant part of school life.  

This week we welcomed a 
wonderful string quartet to 
perform (at a distance) for 
the students who were 
absolutely captivated  by 
the experience. The year 
7s in particular were so 
enthusiastic and for many 
this was the first time they 
had been part of such an 
event.  

Next week, we would have 
been welcoming year 7 
parents into school to talk 
about their child’s first few 
weeks at EGA. As this is 
not possible, tutors will be 
making additional contact 
with families so that we 
can share information and 
ensure that the students 
have the best possible 
start on their secondary 
school journey. 

We will miss welcoming 
prospective parents and 
year 6 pupils into the 
school but will be posting 
lots of information on our 
website including a virtual 
tour of the school and we 
are very happy to host 
individual families who 
would like to visit at a time 
that we can do this safely. 
We won’t be able to visit 
classrooms but visitors will 
get a feel of the school.  

We’re now half way 
through the first half term 
and everyone has got 
used to the new routines 
and so we can concentrate 
on what really matters- the 
joy of learning and being 
together as part of our 
great EGA community. 

Yours sincerely, 

Congratulations to the following Year 8 
and 9 students for achieving the science 
CREST Bronze Award: Annachiara, Han-
nah, Aoife, Alexandra, Elizabeth, Domini-
ka, Nathalia and Rania. 

CREST is a nationally recognised student-led 
project work in STEM subjects. Our project on 
‘Alternative Fuels’ allowed students to devel-

op problem-solving and communication skills, by investigating the use of plants as an alternative 
fuel. Students explored the environmental effects of non-renewable resources, and possible ways to 
reduce our carbon emissions. 

The club is run by Ms Mohammed. This is what the students have to say about it:  

“No idea is a silly one in CREST club. Everyone had a chance to create something new. The club 
was an uplifting experience.” Elizabeth 

“CREST club was a great experience and I’m sure I’ll join next year.” Dominika 

“CREST club was a very stimulating experience. It really made us think about the consequences of 
fossil fuels on our environment, by working on our alternative fuels project. I hope everyone switch-
es to renewable resources, one day.” Annachiara 
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WELL DONE TO EGA SCIENTISTS  

@EGA_School  

What better way to start the week than with 
a performance and Q&A session with classi-
cal music SUPERSTARS!? On Monday after-
noon our new Year 7s and our GCSE Music 
students were given the unique opportunity to 
enjoy a Covid-safe concert afternoon of classi-
cal music with the Alauda Quartet.  

GCSE Music students participated in a master-
class session where the quartet performed their 
exam syllabus Mozart piece. Not only did our 
students have the unique opportunity to hear 
the piece live, they were able to discuss key 
features and enjoy demonstrations of different 
string instrument timbres and techniques. 

Our new Year 7s were mesmerised by the quar-
tet and were given the exciting news that this 
year we are offering free violin lessons to the 
whole Year 7 cohort! Over the course of this 
academic year our Year 7 students will be 
taught, in small groups, by this internationally 
famous quartet who all trained at London’s Roy-
al College of Music - wow! This has all been 
made possible through our ongoing partnership 
with the Music in Secondary Schools Trust. 
Their Andrew Lloyd Webber programme en-
sures equity of classical instrument access and 
tuition for KS3 students. The mantra of the EGA 
Music Department is ‘music is for everyone’ 
and this exciting addition to the junior curricu-
lum further supports our commitment to provid-
ing the best possible music experience for our 
students.  

We cannot wait to update you all regularly on 
the progress of our first Year 7 cohort! 

 

The violin is such a cool instrument 
and I’m really excited to learn how to 

play it! Jessica, Year 7  

I couldn’t believe it when they started  
playing Shape of You by Ed Sheeran - I 

love that song! 
Mia, Year 7 

Music is one of my favourite subjects!! I 
feel very lucky that I got to watch the  

Alauda quartet perform live. 
Israa, Year 7 

The performers were very inspirational. I 
hope that one day I will be able to play the 

violin like them because they are amaz-
ing! 

Life, Year 7 

Our GCSE 

Music stu-
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their Mozart 

masterclass 

(above) 

Our Y7s 

were in awe 

of the violin-

ists! (right) 
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 We want to keep the 
school open so that 
students can learn.  

 If we are told to close, 
the children of key 
workers can attend 
school.  

 Other students will do 
lessons from home 
on laptops or 
smartphones.    

 The lessons will be 
live. Teachers and 
classes will be 
online.   

 The lessons will be 
40 minutes long.  

 They will join the les-
sons using Google 
Meet. 

The school day will be as 
follows:  

 9.20am: tutor time 
for all years.  

 9.40am: Period 1 

 10.30am: Period 2 

 11.20am: Period 3 

 12.10pm: Period 4 

 Students break for 
lunch 

 13.40pm: Period 5 

 14.30pm: Period 6  

Year 8s in History are learning about how America 

was settled by the Europeans and about the Native 

American Indians who already living in America.  

400 years ago a Ship full of Puritans (strict Protestants) also known as Pilgrims escaped England from persecution to travel to the 

‘New World’ that was America. The Pilgrims had originally hoped to reach America in early October using two ships, but delays 

and complications meant they could use only one, the Mayflower. Arriving in November, they had to survive unprepared through a 

harsh winter. As a result, only half of the original Pilgrims survived the first winter at Plymouth.  

Without the help of local Native Indians from the Patuxet tribe to teach them food gathering and other survival skills, all of the col-

onists may have perished. The following winter, they celebrated the colony's first fall harvest along with the Native American Indi-

ans, which became the first American celebration of Thanksgiving. 

HUMANITIES CORNER 

 
LOCKDOWNS AND 

SCHOOL CLOSURES  
IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

WELCOME (BACK) TO MR  ONABIYI  

Mr Onabiyi is a new Assistant Headteacher in our 
school. He’s not really new though because he was 
at EGA for 12 years before spending seven years 
leading a school in the United States.   

Now, he’s left Atlanta, Georgia and returned to EGA, 
Islington where he will be teaching science and work-
ing with Year 9s.  

Mr Onabiyi says, “It feels funny being back and ad-
justing to the UK again. However, I felt so comforta-
ble coming back to EGA.” 

Asked what he is most looking forward to, he replies, 
“Getting to meet, know and work with everyone in the 
EGA community.” 

He would also like to say a huge thank you to the 
school community for their warm welcome. “Also, 
thanks to those who think that  I am related to Dr 
Amechi (we are not). That's really a compliment be-
cause he is a kind, warm and wise role model.  

YEAR 9 STUDENT TO BECOME A PUBLISHED WRITER  

Mr Onabiyi tells us he 
loves cooking 


