
Dear families, 

Welcome back for the Summer 
term to all our families for what 
I know will be a really special 
term at EGA. I am absolutely 
delighted with how the students 
have returned and there is such 
a sense of positivity that we are 
starting to see our lives return-
ing to normal and school be-
coming a more familiar place. 

This week students in years 9, 
10 and 11 have started their 4 
week assessment period to 
enable us to award them the 
fantastic grades which they 
have been working towards so 
well. All students have been 
wonderful. I cannot praise them 
enough for the way in which 
they have adapted and re-
sponded with such fortitude -
well done to all our senior stu-
dents. 

In the week before the Easter 
break and into this week, we 
have been running internet 
safety sessions for students 
across the school to make sure 
they are aware of how to stay 
safe and make positive choices. 
If you would like any support in 
this area please do get in touch 
with your daughters Head of 
Year. 

Finally, a message regarding 
uniform. When we were in the 
midst of the pandemic, we 
made some amendments to the 
uniform because Rough Cuts 
was not able to provide all the 
stock needed. They are now 
back up and running and fully 
stocked so I will be expecting 
all students in  years 7-10 to be 
in full uniform from Monday 
26th.   Students should continue 
to wear their PE kit on the days 
they have PE. 

At the end of last term, EGA was once again delight-
ed to welcome Michelle Obama to our school (this 
time via Zoom.)   

She came to share with 
us the launch of the 
paperback and young-
er  reader editions of 
her bestselling book, 
Belonging.  The event 
then went out on the 
BBC’s One Show.  

Executive Headteacher 
Jo Dibb welcomed Mrs 
Obama and facilitated a 
question and answer 
session with present 
and former students of 
Elizabeth Garrett An-
derson and Mulberry 
School. 

The questions were on 
topics about how to find 

the motivation to be resilient especially when you’ve 
started school in the middle of a global pandemic, 
advice to her younger self, how to stay true to your-
self and the importance of sisterhood.  

Mrs Obama’s answers were inspiring. “Resilience,” 
she said, “is like a muscle. You have to practise it. 
You can’t shy away from difficult things.” 

She reminded us that the pandemic is one of those 
difficult things.  “Every day that you got up and 
showed up online for your learning, you were build-
ing resilience.” 

Just before she left, Mrs Obama left our school com-
munity with one especially powerful thought.  

“We succeed when we all succeed. Sometimes we’re 
taught that we have to compete with each other, that 
there is only one small piece of pie that we’re all 
fighting for. That’s the opposite of truth.   

The more you share, the more you embrace, 
the more you reach out, the bigger your 

community, the more love, more support, more 
truth, more energy comes into your life. 

The special relationship  

Mrs Obama’s relationship 
with EGA goes back to  2009 when, as the new First 
Lady of the United States, she visited the 
school.  Two years later, she arranged for a group of 
students to visit Christ Church College at Oxford 
University.  In 2021, 12 very lucky students were able 
to go to Washington to work with one of Mrs Obama’s 
charities and tour the White House.  The first edition 
of Belonging was launched at EGA in 2018. 

Speaking of her long involvement with EGA, Mrs 
Obama said, “I receive as much as I give.  Seeing 
these incredible women grow is as important as 
seeing my own young daughters grow” to students in 
this year’s event,  

Headteacher Sarah Beagley says, “Our ongoing re-
lationship with Mrs Obama is really special. We are 
always delighted to meet with her and it is so  lovely 
to see just how much it also means to her. All EGA 
students should feel such a sense of pride that they 
have been part of her story and a source of inspira-
tion for a former First Lady!“ 
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QUESTION CORNER 

Do you think a virtual (online) or face-to-face parents evening 
would be most appropriate in the summer term? Please send your 
answers to: question-corner@egas.islington.sch.uk. 

https://twitter.com/EGA_School
mailto:question-corner@egas.islington.sch.uk


Spring is a time when the wrath of winter is on the way out in the North-
ern Hemisphere and the promise of sunshine is shown by the yellow 
daffodils all around us. It is a time to celebrate the new life that springs 
up, like the birds chirping away and the budding trees. There are many 
festivals to mark the change of seasons. Here are a few! 

1. Holy - India- This is the festival of colours and is celebrated by 
throwing powdered colour on each other and then splashing each 
other with water. It is a happy, messy and colourful festival that 
starts on the previous night with a bonfire. The idea is that the bon-
fire purifies and kills the germs in the air so that everyone can have 
a disease free summer. 

2. Songkran- Thailand-  If you want to get splashed with cold water, 
this is the festival for you. It is a mass water fight and a lot less 
messier than Holi. People throw cold water on each other eve-
ry  year in the month of April to welcome the new  year! 

3. Semana Santa- Guatemala, Spain, and most countries in the Latin 
world. This is Easter week to celebrate the last week of Jesus’ mor-
tal life. In some countries it is a solemn affair, and in others it is a 
celebration with a parade and costumes. 

There are celebrations all over the world to welcome spring. Others are Cherry Blossom festival in 
Japan and the Marzanna in Poland, Cimburijada in Bosnia, and Fallas in Spain. 
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LIFELONG LEARNING FOR ADULTS  

HUMANITIES CORNER 

Many parents have expressed an interest 
in building their own education. There is a 
range of adult education services in Is-
lington.   
 

Why study with Adult Community Learn-
ing? 

 All our courses are FREE. You won’t 
have to pay a penny.  

 The courses range from basic to lev-
el  2 courses 

 Qualified and friendly tutors. 
 

To apply, you must be:  
 19 or over 
 Resident in the UK for at least 3 years 

or come from the European Union 
 Unemployed or low-waged and re-

ceiving benefits. 
 

To find out more:  
Website: 
www.adultlearning.islington.gov.uk 

Email: ACL@Islington.gov.uk 

Phone or whatsapp: 07734 777 466 

THEATRE PROJECT 
Anya in year 9 was one of the runner ups 
in the LGBT+ History Month badge design 
competition.  

The judges declared that they loved “the 
energy and excitement” of her design 
and said it was “vibrant, colourful and 
fresh.”  

Well done Anya. Keep practising your 
design skills.  

COMPETITION WINNER  
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