
Dear Families, 

This week’s newsletter 
is  a special edition from 
year teams, with messag-
es from our Heads of Year. 
It gives a round up of the 
year so far, and also some 
key information to help 
families prepare as they 
move up into the next 
stage at EGA.  

Next week is the final 
week before we roll the 
timetable over, when stu-
dents will move on to their 
new classes. Year 11 will 
be working all week on 
preparing for college and 
the world of work, and 
year 10 will be participat-
ing in their virtual work 
experience. It should be a 
great week for both years.  

Next Friday will also mark 
the final day at EGA for our 
Year 11s. They have been a 
fabulous year, and I and all 
the staff wish them the 
very best of luck for their 
future, but much more of 
that at their Gradua-
tion.  To mark their time, 
year 7 students have been 
busily making cards for 
them to wish them on their 
way - a real example of 
the EGA spirit.  

Finally from me, there will 
be some small adapta-
tions to the  shape of the 
day which will take effect 
from after rollover- 7th 
June. This will be pub-
lished next week. Advance 
notice is the start time 
which will move to 8.55. 

This academic year has been one of the 
most unusual years experienced in education. 
After a period of lockdown, we returned to school 
in September full of uncertainty and facing new 
changes that would impact the way we study, e.g., 
being placed in ‘bubbles’.  

Despite these changes, year 8s returned to 
school, full of energy and excitement, to be reu-
nited with their peers and experience face to face 
teaching. Our ethos was clear – to be compas-
sionate to one another, embrace a sense of com-
munity and create a successful path ahead. Stu-
dents returned with many stories to tell and sup-
ported one another in what was the ‘new normal’. 
The optimism in the face of uncertainty was com-
mendable, especially when we were faced with 
another lockdown.  

The year 8 pastoral team is extremely proud of 

the resilience and grit that our students showed 
throughout this period and even more pleased 
with how students have handled the recent return 
to school. 

As we approach the end of year 8, I encourage 
students to think about the next chapter of your 
EGA journey. In year 9, you will be completing your 
language GCSE and become senior members of 
the EGA community and therefore role models to 
younger students. Reflect on the year you have 
had and think about how you want to continue to 
make progress next year. As your year team, we 
look forward to supporting you so that you can 
continue to have amazing experi-
ences in EGA.  

“Our human compassion binds 
us the one to the other – not in 
pity or patronisingly, but as 
human beings who have learnt 
how to turn our common suf-
fering into hope for the fu-
ture.” – Nelson Mandela 

 

Transition year is undoubtedly a fundamental 
milestone for 11 year olds and what a rollercoaster 
of a year it has been. Just like the concept of a 
theme park’s most thrilling ride, there have been 
both ups and downs to this academic year. Buck-
led up and safe in our seats, the EGA community 
were exhilarated by thought of the year ahead.  

We began with a successful and joyous summer 
school, established our ethos of ‘Kindness & Com-
passion’ and kicked off an exciting enrichment 
programme all in a 
matter of weeks. Stu-
dents formed new 
friendships, nurtured 
new passions and hob-
bies, and deepened 
their understanding of 
personal growth and 
independence. Though 
this experience was 
brought to a halt by 
lockdown, the chrome-

book scheme allowed all Year 7s to access learn-
ing from home.  In  true Year 7 style, students 
showed an abundance of positivity and energy 
when working from home. Year 7, I commend your 
perseverance and resilience. 

As we approach the end of the Summer Term, we 
have a number of events to look forward to: the 
Reading Festival, Midsummer Night’s Dream & 
Performance Arts projects are a just few of the 
events to look out for.  

I have many hopes and aspirations for next year. I 
look forward to introducing tailored activities that 
are collaborative, enjoyable and challenging as 
well as strengthened relationships between all 
stakeholders including parent partnerships to 

help to drive our vision 
for the year group. 

Year 7, let's use this 
year as a foundation 
for success. Let’s fo-
cus on developing in-
dependence, empow-
ering one another and 
building positive rela-
tionships. 
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This year has been incredible 
and something we never planned 
for but despite all the challenges 
that have been thrown their way 
year 9 students continually stand
-up and do what is right for 
themselves, for their families 
and their communities. Year 9 
has been well led by the student 
leaders and have all shown that 
they want to make a difference in 
the world.  

In their learning the effort and 
resilience they showed whilst 
working towards their languages 
GCSE was something that all 
who completed should be very 
proud of. The classroom environ-
ment is always extremely fo-
cussed and great progress has 
been made by many. 

Moving into year 10 after such a 
tumultuous year they will have 
the opportunity to really get set-
tled in the second summer half 
term and make a great start to 
their new options subjects. We 
now have a much better under-
standing of what we need to do to 
be successful in a GCSE level 
subject and we must continue 
improving our commitment to 
independent homework and re-
vision whilst developing our 
techniques to effectively study.  

We will continue to support each 
other and build strong relation-
ships that will help us get 
through the challenges ahead. 
With kindness, compassion and 
cooperation,  we can all be suc-
cessful and share in each other's 
successes and support each 
other through the challenges. 

The year is littered with the impacts and inci-
dences of the global pandemic. Everyone on 
the face of the globe has been impacted in 
diverse ways. However, what is insightful and 
significant is how our year 11 students 
have  adapted to the challenges. It is one thing 
to teach students to cultivate a growth mind-
set or demonstrate fortitude in the face of 
adversity, but it is much more heart-warming 
to see them embody these qualities remarka-
bly. I am proud of how they 
have comported them-
selves academically, so-
cially and community wise. 
Their collective calm na-
ture has helped to avert 
unnecessary conflicts, thus 
allowing resources to be 
channelled to more pro-
ductive ventures.  

We will soon be saying 
goodbye to these amazing 

young women as they leave EGA to con-
tinue their post 16 education or appren-
ticeship training. I have no doubt that 

EGA has prepared them well to face the chal-
lenges ahead, and I know they will excel. I am 
persuaded without a shadow of a doubt that 
they will continue to add value to everything 
they have received from this great institution. 
Well done for all the efforts you have put in to 
plan your prom and publish your yearbook. We 
want you to finish well, so make sure you par-
ticipate in all the wonderful activities planned 
for you before you finally leave EGA. Go into 

your world and challenge 
everything that dehumaniz-
es humanity. Whatever you 
do after EGA, continue to 
“Find Your  Ikigai.” 

 

*ikigai: a Japanese concept 
referring to having a direc-
tion or purpose in life, 
providing a sense of fulfil-
ment.  


