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Dear Families
This is the last newsletter of
a very busy half term. We’re
finishing on a very positive
note as the government’s
performance tables were
published last week and as
we had predicted, EGA is
in the top five per cent of
schools in the country in
terms of the progress made
by our students. This really is
the most important measure
because what it shows is that
no matter what the starting
point, girls achieve more
than predicted by their prior
attainment. This is because
they have a real commitment
to their learning and are
supported by highly skilled
and dedicated staff.
The academic rigour
is important but as we
explain to all our visitors,
of equal importance, is all
that we do to build the self
-confidence and self -belief
of our students so that
they are prepared to grasp
opportunities and not put
ceilings on their aspirations.
We ask the year 6 girls to
share their dreams and
ambitions and over the
past few weeks we have
had future pilots, actors,
dancers, teachers, doctors,
lawyers, architects, marine
biologists and more. It is our
responsibility to ensure that
they hold on to their dreams
and know what they have to
do to make them a reality.
As the weather gets colder,
please ensure that all girls
have a warm appropriate
jacket as sweatshirts and
hoodies are not permitted.
I do hope you have a good
half term break. School starts
on Monday 30th October and
it will be week two of the
timetable.
Yours sincerely

www.egaschool.co.uk
Friday 20th October 2017

Year 8 Poetry Work Y e a r 7 S p e a k i n g C h a l l e n g e
Many year 8 girls have been doing
highly challenging work in their
English lessons this week, translating
poems from their mother tongue, or
another language spoken at home,
into English. Read Ilham and Ilaria's
account of their experience to find out
what they have learned through the
process.
In English we’ve been studying poetry
in translation. We did a video project
on poetic translation where we chose
a poem in our mother-tongue and
translated it into English and explained
why we loved the poem. In the original
language we found that the imagery
was more vivid and many of us
struggled with the task of translation.
However, we found that by translating
we were able to find a deeper meaning
that wasn’t on the surface of the poem.
Translation was an act of interpretation.
This also correlated with a fun thing
that we have adopted into our learning,
the hashtag ‘#JuiceThePoint’. We try to
remember this when we write so that
we can get as much as possible out of
the details of poems.
Translations can’t be perfect as it is
impossible to capture the original
beauty. Despite the fact we found it
hard at first, after we learned how to
look for the true meaning of the poem,
our class enjoyed our poetry lessons
much more!

by Ilham Anwar and
Ilaria Balestra-Lawrence

Tr i p t o S p a i n

A group of 37 students and four
members of staff are excited about
their forthcoming trip to Barcelona
and Tarragona, which will take place
from 30th October to 2nd November. Planned activities include a visit
to Gaudi’s Park Guell in Barcelona,
a day trip to Port Adventura Theme
Park, and a visit to Tarragona’s amphitheatre and long, sandy beach.
The girls will be staying with host
families so vamos a hablar español!

Last week, year 7 girls all 4 houses took part in
a public speaking competition. The participants
did brilliantly, demonstrating confidence and
conveying inspiring ideas! Here is a transcript of
one of the speeches about inspiring women:

Powerful Women - my speech for the
Year 7 Speaking Challenge

Throughout the
years, women
have changed
the world.
Once in a while,
something
wrong or
challenging
happens, and
we fight for
what’s right.
Many women have made a
difference in such circumstances:
Malala: who fought for women's
rights and education. Elizabeth
Garrett Anderson: she was
the first woman in Britain who
qualified as a physician and a
surgeon. Marie Curie: the first
person to create an X-ray. There
was also Rosa Parks; she fought
for the rights of black people.

Katherine Johnson: an amazing
mathematician. Cleopatra: she
was one of the most powerful
Egyptian rulers ever. Florence
Nightingale: she nursed wounded
soldiers and saved many lives.
Emily Pankhurst: she was a
British political activist and leader.
Mother Teresa: she helped poor
families and taught the children.
And Serena Williams: a black
tennis player who followed her
dreams. So many women have
changed the world, and there
are so many problems that need
fixing. For example, we need more
equality with men, and woman
should be able to achieve their
dreams, and do anything they
want.
By Anastasia Lewis

Year 10 business mentoring

A group of thirty Year 10 students
met their business mentors for the
first time this week at Euromonitor. The research company are
working with EGA for the second
year running and have committed

to a year-long programme with
the students, preparing them for
college, university and the world
of work. The girls displayed some
very impressive networking skills!

Career Expo Visit - Applied Business
On Monday, 20 students from
Applied Business attended Career
Expo organised by Camden and
Islington Youth Councils in collaboration with Urban Partners. There
were many influential people from
the world of business including
Eurostar, Argent, Ted Baker, The
Guardian, Grant Thornton, Google
and many more. The students
enjoyed the masterclass and the
hospitality. They also networked
with other students. The evening
was very inspirational.

Elizabeth Garrett Anderson Centenary - Report

women equal yet?'' because it
made me think to support other
young women who want an
amazing adult life.
Roxana Gresham- year 8

Going on the Suffolk trip and
being able to retrace the steps of
the first female doctor Elizabeth
Garrett Anderson and family
was quite an extraordinary
experience. In particular on parts
of the trip I was able to discuss
views on certain subjects like
feminism, stereotypes and racism
from different perspectives and
periods of time. My favourite part
of the trip was probably seeing
Elizabeth's uncle's workshop,
the BBC Suffolk radio interview,
the seaside and meeting the
mayor. One of the most surprising
aspects of the trip was that we
had to debate against another
secondary school. We weren't
expecting that, but we overcame
our nerves and I think we had a
lot more to say than the other
school did.
Maryam Mahamoud - year 9

Suffolk) and met the Mayor. We
also learnt about her family's
factory and actually got a chance
to visit an exhibition located
where the factory used to be.
The exhibition displayed lots of
old machinery - from when the
factory was still in use - and also
displayed lots of information
about Elizabeth Garrett
Anderson's life.

I really enjoyed the trip to Suffolk
on Friday 6th October as it was
a great chance to find out more
about Elizabeth Garrett Anderson
and all the challenges she faced
when trying to fight for an
education in something that was
considered a 'man's job'.

We also took part in a debate
with another school which
was recorded by the BBC. The
debate went very well and EGA
students made very good points.
Both schools asked each other
questions about Elizabeth Garrett
Anderson, her choices in life and
how what she did has affected
us today and more. We also
discussed how equal men and
women really are nowadays and
what problems are holding us
back from improving the level of
equality in society.
Following this, we then visited
Elizabeth Garrett Anderson's
grave to pay our respects and
thank her for striving so hard to
break the glass ceiling.
Lillian Stephenson - year 9

We visited a lot of places on
our trip such as the Aldeburgh
Museum, where we learnt
more about the early history of
Aldeburgh (a coastal town in

I truly enjoyed learning about
Elizabeth Garrett Anderson
because she inspires me not to
limit myself in any way. I also
enjoyed debating the topic ''Are

I was able to gain a lot of general
experience from the Suffolk trip.
I was amazed by the difference
in opinions between EGA and the
school we visited. I thought it was
refreshing to listen to opinions
other than the one I hear in class
when we have discussions.

A huge well done to GCSE
Drama students who have been
attending lunch time and after
school rehearsals for their end
of term assessment. They have
worked extremely hard and have
shown great resilience.
Well done!

I honestly didn’t know that
Elizabeth Garrett Anderson was
the first female doctor in Britain.
It made me all the more proud
to go to a school named after
her. I felt very thankful for how
easy my life is right now as a
woman, itmade me appreciate
the struggles others leaders had
to go through for me to get the
opportunities I now have.
Overall I thought the whole
experience was enlightening in
more than one way, and hope to
be involved in such events in the
future.
Sagal Mohamed Ali - year 10
The trip on Friday 6th October
was a great opportunity to
learn more about the school’s
namesake, as it is a story that
can really empower people especially women. The discussion
that we had at the Alde Valley
academy gave us an insight on
how feminism is perceived by
boys, adults and girls from other
schools across the country.
Overall it was a really great
experience and I gained lots
from it.
Ella Alakja - year 10

Islington Schools Football Tournament E G A ' s C o m m i t m e n t
to Our Community

- Protecting our
Environment

Year 8 students took part in a
personal development day with
Humanutopia. The intended
outcome of the day is for young
people to better understand their
own aspirations and get inspired to
make the most of opportunities. The
day also focused on understanding
the consequences of actions, with
support from business mentors at
Hogan Lovells law firm. The Year 8
students were incredibly mature and
respectful throughout the process
and they will hopefully continue to
use some of the advice given as
they move through the challenges of
secondary school.

ART OF THE WEEK

...this week is an excellent homework by
Mahima Khatun Rahman. Students had
to focus on the detail of a leaf using pen
and pencil.

Over the coming year, we will be
working hard to improve the way
we recycle and use resources as a
school and contribute positively to
environmental conservation at a
local and global level.
On Wednesday 11th October
10 girls represented EGA in a
football tournament at Market
Road. They played 4 separate
matches, beating Holloway 1-0,
drawing 0-0 against Highbury
Fields and losing 0-1 and 0-2
to St Mary Mags and COLA I
respectively. They all showed
great skills in their chosen
positions and the goalkeeper
made some amazing
saves. Congratulations
to the following girls for

demonstrating commitment
by attending football club
every week. They’ve all shown
great dedication and resilience.
Nijah Anderson (goalkeeper),
Sara Mousa, Muskan
Khan, Asmaa Mouaket and
Tasnia Khanom (defenders),
Abigail Fernandez, Morgan
Doyle (player of the match)
and Jaime Amisi Ibunga
(midfielders), Hibo Aden and
Cekayi Morgan (strikers).

As part of our efforts to improve
the way we use/recycle plastic, we
will no longer be giving out plastic
cups at reception or in the canteen
when we return after half term.
Please encourage your daughter
to bring a refillable water bottle to
school with her every day.
More information about our recycling/environment drive will be
published in future editions of the
newsletter.

YOUR CONTACT DETAILS
Have your contact details changed recently? Or does your daughter have a medical condition
we don’t know about? Please let the office staff know as soon as you can - admin@egas.org.uk

