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FOCUS DAY 
Tuesday 29th October saw EGA celebrating its 
first school-wide drop down day. Students and 
staff had a changed timetable which gave eve-
ryone the opportunity to explore topics in 
greater depth.  

Year 7 came together to explore ideas of kind-
ness and leadership. They were led by youth 
project, Hoby in an inspiring day-long work-
shop which motivated and challenged year 7s 
to think about their interpretation of kindness, 
their own leadership skills and to focus on com-
munity issues that inspire them.  Ms Choudhury 
said, "It was a positive and engaging experience 
for our year 7s because they had the opportuni-
ty to explore their roles as young leaders in their 
own community. attended the workshop.” 

Year 8 took part in Humantopia's fantastic 
‘Who Am I’ programme. The day was full 
of unforgettable experiences that encouraged 
and empowered our students to take control of 
their life by making better choices.  Activities 
included deep conversations about the effect 
others have had on us, the most important 
things in our life, making changes and better 
choices in school and out.  Students got to 
meet and work with other students that they 
had never spoken to before and thus have be-
gun new positive relationships. Students fin-
ished the day talking about what might be on 
their 'Bucket List' and left with the task of think-
ing about their dreams for their life.  

Year 9 focussed on languages. In the morning 
they did a carousel of activities: cooking, cine-
ma workshop, music workshop and poetry 
workshop in French or Spanish. In the after-
noon, they had 2 sessions 
with Elevate Education to 
work on their revision tech-
niques as they are sitting their 
language GCSE this Year.  

The girls particularly enjoyed cooking Spanish 
biscuits and French quiche. After watching a 
French animated movie, Samia wrote in her 
review: "I really like this movie because it is 
very well-drawn and very interesting. It has a 
lot of action and there is nothing I would 
change about it". Nissa wrote: "In my opinion 
this film is really good. I would give it a 9 out of 
10". Yasmin said "It was very good and useful. I 
am going to use the booklet we filled in to 
structure my revision.” All students agreed that 
the day would help them with their language 
GCSE this year.  

Year 10 students had their first taste of life 
after EGA with a series of workshops about post 
16 options and universities.  They then went to 
University College London to meet with aca-
demics and students. There was a great lecture 
about genetics followed by a tour of the central 
London campus. After that, there was the op-
portunity to meet graduates, postgraduates 
and people from the world of work.  As one 
student said, "It was as if we were shown a 
road map of our future."  

Year 11 had a varied and exciting day in which 
they enjoyed A Level taster lessons from teach-
ing staff at City and Islington.  A huge range of 
subjects was represented including English, 
sociology, philosophy, chemistry, art and pho-
tography, film and media studies and econom-
ics. They were also able to take part in a carou-
sel session in which they met and interviewed 
professionals from industries such as construc-
tion, the-
atre, law, 
forensics 

Reflecting on the day,  Lamya 
Amine said that she "loved the day" 

and found "working with the profes-
sionals to be very exciting and informative". Meti Bekele 
also, "was really inspired by the English A Level class and 
can't wait to go to college and be taught interesting 
things". Louise Ridley added, "The part I found most 
interesting was meeting the professionals.  They all em-

phasised how important it is to follow 
your interests and to be open 

to the journey they might 
take you on."  

Dear Families,  

I hope you all had a restful 
holiday and have re-
charged your batteries 
ready for more challenges. 
Students worked incredi-
bly hard last half term, 
and our latest data collec-
tion shows that the major-
ity of students are working 
hard in their lessons on a 
daily basis and making 
great progress.  

The half term was kicked 
off in fine form with our 
first ever whole school 
focus day which was a 
great success. Students 
across the school had a 
bespoke day planned for 
them and you can read all 
about it in this week's 
newsletter. 

A date for your diaries: on 
Wednesday 20th Novem-
ber at 9.45, I am hosting a 
parents coffee morning 
for us to discuss ways in 
which parents can be 
more involved in EGA. I 
often get asked by parents 
how they can get more 
involved, so this will be a 
great opportunity to dis-
cuss ways for increasing 
parental involvement. If 
you would like to attend 
please can you contact my 
PA so we know how many 
to expect. If that time 
doesn’t work for you then 
please give me a ring or 
send me an email in ad-
vance and I can represent 
your ideas at this first 
meeting. 

https://twitter.com/EGA_School


CALLING ALL YEAR 7S! Student Poetry 
Following on from National Poetry Day,  we bring you this poem by 
Khalida Dyfan.  She wrote it in response to the theme of truth.  

To You In A Half Decade Ago 

How does it feel for your fragile mind to be infiltrated by pain? 

One’s word is carved into a catalyst of negativity eradicating 
one’s pride. 

Half a decade ago, 
I was stood at the roots of growth 

This indicates my beginning of my own 

River of tears, A tsunami forming and my whole body sinking 
to the bottom of the ocean,  

My lifeless body’s shadow eclipses the bottom of the ocean 

As the locks of my hair are swaying through the salty ocean 

Emotions are your own demons, 
They jeopardise the things you love and envy, 

And one man’s eyesight before the reach to the path of pride, 
Your inferior complex is forever irredeemable 

You dive in for a gem 

When you’re worth a diamond 

Born under the name of real me 

But lived as a pseudonym 

Tell me my friend, live for yourself 

Break those so called chains materializing your insecurities 

Don’t give into these fabricated standards 

Carve your own path with your abilities and your soul. 
To you, my friend in half a decade ago. 
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Northern Lights: His Dark Materials 1 
- Philip Pullman 

BOOK OF THE MONTH 

'Without this child, we shall all die.' Lyra Belacqua and 
her animal daemon live half-wild and carefree among 
scholars of Jordan College, Oxford. The destiny that 
awaits her will take her to the frozen lands of the Arc-
tic, where witch-clans reign and ice-bears fight. Her 
extraordinary journey will 
have immeasurable conse-
quences far beyond her own 
world… 
  

Ice bears, witches and Arctic 
magic! This classic Carnegie 
Medal winner will be 
screened on TV in November. 
Read the book first and dive 
into this magical world - the 
original book is always better! 

Google form: https://forms.gle/upLo7RUfTbsbd6sT6 

https://forms.gle/upLo7RUfTbsbd6sT6

