
Dear Families 

It has been an absolute joy to 
welcome year 10 back to 
school this week and to see 
them engage with each other 
and with their teachers. All 
done in a very safe socially-
distanced way. What they have 
told us is that they are so 
pleased to be back at school, to 
be in the same room as  teach-
ers and peers and to have the 
opportunity to really engage 
with new ideas and discussion. 
And just as important, they 
were smiling and having fun!
The success of this week 
makes it even more important 
that we get more students into 
school as soon as possible. 

We spoke to the students about 
the experience of the past 
three months and focused on 
the need to be honest, to be 
determined and to be kind. 
Honest about their feelings and 
being prepared to seek help if 
needed. Honest, too about the 
work they have done or not 
done so that we have a clear 
picture of where they are and 
what we need to do in order to 
help them to catch up. They 
need to be determined that this 
COVID summer does not define 
their future. When they left us 
on March 20th, they all had 
dreams and ambitions and 
these must be kept alive and 
our focus firmly on their fu-
tures when this time will be 
history. And we all  need to be 
kind to ourselves and each 
other. Many of us will have 
experienced difficult times and 
we all need to be a little more 
forgiving at this time. 

Next week, year 10 will have a 
very clear focus on their future 
when they take part in their 
virtual work experience whilst 
year 9 will be engaged in an 
action volunteering project. 

Meanwhile, year 8 will have a 
Language focus week to accel-
erate the  work towards their 
GCSE next year and year 7 will 
be continuing with their home 
learning. 

Enjoy the weekend and I hope 
everyone has a good experi-
ence next week. 

 
Yours sincerely 

  Good to be back. 
  I was getting really bored 
  Even better than normal 
  Feels safe 
  Great 
 

Those were some of the words from year 10 students as 
they returned to school this week. They were so keen to 
come back that, well before 9am, there was a small 
group of students outside the gates waiting to come in 
and resume their learning. And school staff were de-
lighted to welcome them.  

After a tour of the adapted classrooms and a lesson in 
how to stay safe and move around the building, students 
settled down to lessons in English, Maths and Science.  A 
break for a snack and a game of tennis was also en-
joyed. They finished the day by helping themselves to a 
packed lunch and then headed home.  

Next week (from Monday 22nd June,) year 10 will take part in a virtual work experience. And then 
return to school one day a week until the end of term. As the students said, “it's good to be back.”  
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Mr Sudjaitham would like to congratulate some of his students for their exceptional work on Ecol-
ogy. Well done to Emilyjo, Zerda and Ruth. Keep up the good work.  

STAND OUT SCIENCE STUDENTS  

YEAR 10S RETURN TO SCHOOL  

https://twitter.com/EGA_School
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Her first book - The Orchid Girls - was de-
scribed as, “a dark, gripping read! She fol-
lowed it up with The Woman at 46 Heath St, in 
which she showed how quickly a normal life 
can change. Next came The Leaving Party, a 
thrilling tale about a woman who receives a 
black rose once a  year.  

Now, our librar-
ian Ms Cheetham 
(she writes un-
der the name 
Lesley Sander-
son) is publishing 
I Know You Lied. 
We won’t print 

any spoilers, but it’s another mystery where 
the past will not let go and someone - every-
one? - is clearly lying.  
Her books are full of questions and surprises. 
So, we posed a few questions ourselves.  
Q: Do you get your ideas from real life? 
LS: Yes! Often I’ll read about an incident in a 
newspaper or catch a story on the news. Or it 
can be a snippet from an overheard conver-
sation. I jot these ideas down in a notebook to 
come back to later.  
Q: How much planning do you do before you 
start writing?  
LS: When I started writing I was what is 
known as a ‘pantser’ i.e. making it up as I 
went along.  I attended a writing course 
where we were instructed to plot! Now, I 
work up a couple of ideas which I send to my 
agent. If she likes them, we work them up 
together, before sending them to my editor 
who then works on them with me until we 
are both happy with the result. However, 
changes occur along the way and ideas come 
to me that get added in. I like the element of 

surprise which always comes with writing a 
story and I like to add in a few twists to sur-
prise my editor.  
Q: Is there any book you wish you’d written?  
LS: Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier. I first 
read it when I was about fifteen. It’s one of 
the few books I’ve read more than once. I love 
the feeling of suspense. The setting of the 
house - Manderley in Cornwall -  is so evoca-
tive and Mrs Danvers is one of my favourite 
characters. Who is Rebecca?  The question 
hooks you into the book and makes you ques-
tion the way people present themselves and 
what they are really like.  
Q: if you weren’t a writer and a librarian, 
what job would you have chosen? 
LS: Dream career would be a stage actor. Or 
I’d like to work in a publishing house.  I like to 
be surrounded by books! 
Q: What advice would you give to someone 
wanting to write? 
LS: Do it! Lack of confidence held me back for 
years. It didn’t stop me writing, but stopped 
me considering it as a career. Joining a writ-
ing group is also a good idea, as support and 
critique from other writers is invaluable. 
I Know You Lied by 
Lesley Sanderson is 
published by Bookou-
ture and Audible  on 
23 rd June .Price £1.99 
(ebook) £8. 99 
(paperback) It can be 
purchased here from 
the following out-
lets; Amazon, Apple, 
Kobo and Google. 

A virtual workshop for 
EGA students  Tuesday 
23rd June at 2-3pm  
Islington Mental Health  
Support Team  

In this workshop we will:  

 Explain what anxiety is and 
what it feels like   

 Talk about different factors 
that keep anxiety going   

 Help you think of ways you 
can manage anxiety and 
build your self-confidence   

 If you would like to attend, email 
your pastoral lead Ms Ibe at 
naomi.ibe@egas.islington.sch.uk 
Ms Ibe will send you information 
on how to access the workshop 
online and answer any questions 
you have. We look forward to see-

EGA’S LIBRARIAN PUBLISHES HER FOURTH NOVEL UNDERSTANDING 

ANXIETY 

From Monday 22nd, we will 
be asking our teaching staff 
to record the level of engage-
ment and quality of work of 
all students during this term. 
This information will be 
shared with parents before 
the end of the school year 
and will provide us all with 
an opportunity to help stu-
dents move forward and 
make progress in their learn-
ing. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Mr 
Shemoon. 

VIRTUAL VOLUNTEERING FOR YEAR 9  Social action and 
service to others has never been more impor-
tant. And our year 9s are about to embark on a 
week of virtual volunteering.  
The programme run by Inspire is designed to 
help them develop  an understanding of  the 
positive role they can play in society.  
Over the course of the week, they will undertake 
a range of activities including identifying a social 
issue they feel strongly about, creating a social 
action project and working in small groups in 
ways that build confidence and cooperation.  
We look forward to sharing some of the work 
with you in a later issue of the newsletter.  

YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE From 
Monday 22nd June, there will 
be a one week virtual work 
experience for all year 10s. 
Led by Inspire, students will 
gain experience of the work-
ing world during the coro-
navirus outbreak and the 
opportunity to develop key 
employability skills for 
the future. Supported by busi-
ness volunteers, students will 
consider different pathways 
and undertake a work-
related project.  

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 
WE LOVE LANGUAGES  EGA is 
launching a focused MFL 
(modern foreign languages) 
week from Monday 22nd 
June. The Languages faculty 
has been hard at work pre-
paring a brilliant range of 
activities including quizzes, 
virtual tours of European 
museums, a student/staff 
cookalong and a fashion 
show. All activities will be 
posted on Google Classroom. 
For more information, click 
here. 

KEY COMMUNICATION    
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