
Dear Families, 

I am sure that you will be as 
pleased as we are to learn 
that our Chromebooks have 
finally arrived and we will be 
setting them up over the half 
term. Look out for further 
information coming your way 
soon. We are already finding 
that having a Chromebooks 
is making a huge difference 
to the students if they have to 
remain at home for any rea-
son. It also makes it very 
easy for parents to monitor 
and support their children’s 
learning. 

We are almost at the end of 
the first half term back at 
school and we are so pleased 
that the students are show-
ing such commitment to their 
learning. It’s not always easy 
for them being confined to 
one part of the school and 
only meeting up with stu-
dents in their year group and 
inevitably, this sometimes 
causes tension. When this 
happens, it is very important 
to remember that all of us 
are living with an unusual 
level of anxiety and that we 
need to be even kinder and 
more understanding towards 
each other. 

I am reminded of the words 
of Leo Buscoglia, the author 
and professor in a university 
special education depart-
ment: 

‘Too often we underestimate 
the power of a kind word, a 
listening ear, an honest com-
pliment, all of which have the 
potential to turn a life 
around’. 

As we start a period of tighter 
restrictions on our lives, let’s 
make sure that we continue 
to work together to support 
all members of our commu-
nity. 

ROLE MODELS FOR BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

We continue our acknowledgement and celebration 
of Black History Month by considering the many 
people in the Black community who have been in-
spirational. Here, the members of SLT reveal their 
role models and explain why they chose them.  

Rosa Parks has always 
been an inspiration to 
me. She was an ordinary 
woman who worked 
hard and suffered the 
injustices of segrega-
tion. She showed such 
courage in challenging 
the powerful and refus-
ing to accept something 

which she knew was wrong, even though she 
would be imprisoned. Rosa Parks taught me  that 
the actions we take can make a difference to peo-
ple's lives and I have always tried to find the cour-
age to speak out against injustice no matter how 
difficult that might be. 

Executive headteacher, Ms Jo Dibb  

My Auntie Leelee has always been a woman of 
great inspiration to me. She was my neighbour 
when growing up in East London and was a leader 
in our community. She was well loved by everyone 
on our street - not just for the wonderful food she 
would pass over the fences! Auntie Leelee and Mr 
Jonesy, her husband, had come to London from 
Jamaica as part of the Windrush generation and I 
have the fondest memories of her shouting for my 
sister and I (her babies) to tell her about what we 
were learning at school, what books we were 
reading and if we were behaving ourselves. She 
had the highest expectations of me and was 
thrilled, even at a very old age of 94, to know that I 
was a teacher and giving back to my community, 
as in her words 'we all should' 

Assistant headteacher, Ms Carley Stephenson 

I would like to nominate Dionne Bell in the admin 
office. She inspires me because she is always so 
kind, thoughtful and welcoming to our whole com-
munity, this really puts people at ease and makes 
them feel welcome and cheerful.   

Ms Karen Tumbridge, business manager  

Marcia, the EGA office manager,  inspires me be-
cause she handles every situation with an open 
heart, a smile and an abundance of grace. She is 
far older than she looks and far younger spirited 
than you would guess! 

It doesn’t matter how much she has on her plate. 
she will always make time for those colleagues. 
She sees the best in everyone and every situation 
and her positivity is infectious,  

She is inspirational to me.  

Deputy headteacher, Ms Nathalie Josiah 

My inspirational figure is Robert Nesta Marley who 
was a pioneer of Reggae music and an advocate 
for the equal 
treatment of all. 
His music gave 
incredible pow-
er and strength 
to countless 
people around 
the world 
throughout his 
lifetime and 
continues to 
impact people 
today. Bob Mar-
ley was a vehi-
cle for change 
and equity and wanted to create a more peaceful 
world. Some of my favorite songs include 'Three 
Little Birds,' 'Redemption Song' and 'Get Up, Stand 
Up,' the last of which include the words 'Get up, 
stand up, stand up for your rights. Get up, stand up, 
don't give up the fight.' Words which continue to be 
relevant today and closely chime with the BLM 
movement. 

Assistant headteacher, Mr David Shemoon  

Who in the black community do you admire? They 
can be from the past or the present. Send your in-
spirations to kathy.watson@egas.islington.sch.uk.  
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BLACK HISTORY  

MONTH READING LIST 

Missing the library? Need some-
thing new to read? Still re-
reading Animal Farm? 

Don’t miss out! We have plenty of 
new stock including a diverse 
range of authors. See our Quick 
Lists for our reading lists in-
cluding our Black History Month 
list.  

Remember you can reserve 
books online and get them de-
livered to your English lesson 
and tutor groups. 

 
Watch the simple tutorial to 
learn how to reserve here  

Click here for the Library Cata-
logue  

Please return any books bor-
rowed from before summer via 
the boxes outside the canteen. 

Email Miss Sanderson with any 
library questions. 

In the next few days all parents/carers will receive an 
email invitation from Google Classroom. Please accept 
this so you can receive email updates of your children's 
homework on google classroom. Parents/Carers can 
select to receive daily or weekly emails. These emails 
will include information on missing work, upcoming 
work, and classroom announcements.  

KEEP TRACK OF YOUR DAUGHTER'S HOMEWORK THROUGH GOOGLE GUARDIANS 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE GIRL  
Citizenship GCSE and Media studies GCSE 
students last week took part in an online 
conference organised by Mulberry school 
in East London to mark International Day of 
the Girl 2020.   

The event was organised in conjunction 
with WOW (Women of the World.) The WOW 
Foundation is a charity that believes a gen-
der equal world is desirable, possible and 
urgently required.  

Speakers during the day included: Rahima 
Begum, human rights campaigner and  
Saliah M Bryan, creative director, artist, 
activist and DJ.   

Fatima and Janefa in Year 11 described 
their day   

"We listened via Zoom to different women 
from diverse backgrounds about how the 
world uses women and upholds stereo-
types of women. There were speakers 

from different areas of professional life, 
such as actors, musicians and motivation-
al speakers. 

One woman that stood out for us was Lipa 
who was a footballer. She talked about the 
challenges of being a woman and a Muslim 
footballer. She spoke of how the media has 
different opinions on her culture she was 
brought up in. She was expected to be a 
doctor but she did not want to fit the stere-
otype. She used her mother as a role model 
and she eventually became a semi-
professional footballer.  

One part of the day that stood out for us 
was the discussions with other students 
from EGA about our views on feminism and 
how the media portrays women. We also 
had a chance to speak of our personal  
experiences and challenges to our mental 
health. 

Overall it was a very interesting and often 
challenging experience. Thanks to Ms  
Henry for organising the day." 

Ms Henry added, 

Thanks also to Yussra, Kirsten, 
Ekhlas, Gulten, Safiya, Sima,  

Sumaya and Aizea for their input and the 
Insightful questions that they asked and 
answered about what it means to be  
female in today’s world. 

https://player.vimeo.com/video/460330932
https://player.vimeo.com/video/460330932
https://uk.accessit.online/elz00/
https://uk.accessit.online/elz00/
http://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&to=nariece.sanderson@egas.islington.sch.uk&su=Library%20Questions

