
Dear families, 

I want to start with some 
good news. We meet regu-
larly with the Director for 
Public Health Islington, who 
updates us with the local 
situation in the community. 
This week we heard that 
there seems to be a levelling 
off of the infection rate in 
Islington and we are towards 
the bottom end of the table 
for all London Boroughs for 
overall infection rates. This 
gives us some real hope and 
a reminder that through a 
concerted joint effort we can 
and will beat this virus.  

My message is simple how-
ever, we must all continue to 
be extremely cautious and 
take all the measures that we 
can to keep ourselves and 
our families safe. The best 
way is to always consider 
that you may have the virus 
and to act accordingly.  

We are reaching out as best 
we can in this virtual world to 
all parents for feedback. 
Please let your Head of Year 
know how things are going 
with remote learning, the 
good and the could be better. 
It is not an easy transition for 
staff to deliver online lessons 
and I am really proud that 
here at EGA we are commit-
ted to delivering 100% of les-
sons live, the only exception 
being when staff are unwell. 
Next week we are planning 
for a drop afternoon to mix 
things up a bit, so feedback 
on that also would be grate-
fully received. 

Finally a huge thank you to 
families for getting on board 
with the remote offer. Atten-
dance has been fantastic this 
week with the overall fig-
ure  at around 97% -a great 
effort from everyone.  

REMOTE LEARNING: THE GOOD,  

THE BAD AND THE SURPRISING 

School attendance online has been excellent 
this week. Well done, EGA. Behaviour in 
online lessons has been good too.  

There has now been a complete week of 
remote learning so we are publishing a col-
lection of views from both students and 
teachers about how they are finding this 
new experience 

Chat boxes, digipads, Padlet, word clouds - 
these are just some of the new words and 
technology we are learning.  

From teachers:  

 “A bit of banter going in the chat box ... they 
are missing each other. This seems to be an 
important communication channel for when 
they need help and better than the mike.” 

 “Students seem to be quite shy on the 
mikes (especially older students) “ 

 “We are missing the students. Although 
some things are going well it is better when 
they are here.”  

From students:  

“It's okay because we don't have to go to 
school and we can eat what we want.”  

“It's not that bad because it’s easier. All you 
have to do is wake up and do it rather then 
travelling all the way to school and back at 
a very early time in the morning.” 

“I don’t like it and I don't like putting my 
camera on at all. I prefer school to be hon-
est.”  

“I don’t mind online learning, but I wish it 
started a bit later because I'm still sleepy 
when period 1 starts. I prefer virtually typing 
to writing in my book.”  

“It would be nice to have work on booklets of 
activities related to the subject and we could 
send it via email or through the post or take 
a picture of it and send it to your particular 
teacher. I think this would be an amazing 

thing to try out.” 

“Online learning is annoying because some-
times you have problems with your internet 
connection and your siblings annoy you and 
it is really hard to focus.” 
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Some students have 
reported they prefer 

working like this. They 
seem upbeat. High levels of 

friendliness and appreciation 
from classes for what we are 

doing. 

You can forget your 
handwriting from  

always typing. 

Parents: We are keen to find out your experiences of supporting your daughters with remote 

learning. You may receive a phone call from a member of your daughter’s year team asking for your 

feedback.  If you would like to send us your thoughts, please email :  admin@egas.org.uk. 

https://twitter.com/EGA_School


admin@egas.org.uk 

NEW ARRIVALS 

VACCINATIONS 

- A GUIDE 

By our librarian  

The Library is looking forward to your 
return! Here’s a selection of the latest 
arrivals you might have missed. We’ve 
got the gaming and BLM fusion that is 
Slay and emotional drama And The 
Stars Were Burning Brightly. We also 
have the latest in the Miss Peregrine 
series The Conference of Birds, as well 
as a fabulous finale to the very popular 
Murder Most Unladylike series: Death 
Sets Sail. You might have also missed 
the new horror tome, Imaginary Friend, 
by The Perks of Being a Wallflower 
author Steven Chbosky. Finally, we 
have Tom Gates creator Liz Pichon with 
her new fantasy adventure, Shoe Wars. 
All these books are waiting patiently on 
their shelves for you to reserve when 
you’re back. 

After reading an interview with author 
Kristin Cast, I want to read her new dystopian thriller The Key To Fear. She co-wrote The 
House of Night Series which was a hugely popular, young adult and all about paranormal 
romance.  

Don’t forget this ebook and others are available to borrow from ePlatform. You can choose 
an eBook and start reading it right away on your chromebooks or smartphone! Some nice 
newbies include road tripping mystery Camper Girl and the ironically named This is Not A 

PARENTS MEETINGS 

Please note that on Wednesday 3rd 
February, we will be holding online 
parents meetings for all those stu-
dents who are entered for exams 
this year.  That is year 11, options in 
year 10 and French or Spanish in 
Year 9.  More information and de-
tails of how to attend will be sent to 
you soon.  

FOR STUDENTS CHOOSING OPTIONS THIS YEAR  

With news of the Covid19 virus being 
rolled across the country, here is a 
brief factual guide to the way vac-
cines work.  

Vaccinations are a way of stopping 
people becoming ill with a virus. 

They work by teaching your immune 
system how to fight an invading 
virus. If one person is vaccinated it 
protects them from a virus and 
helps stop the virus spreading to 
others.  

If a group of people are vacci-
nated  we get even better at stop-
ping the virus from spreading in a 
community. The more people who 
get vaccinated the  more we stop a 
virus spreading. People who are 
allergic to lots of things may be told 
not to have a vaccination. These 
people are still at risk of getting ill 
but if lots of people around them 
are vaccinated we protect those 
who cannot be vaccinated.  

Some people do have mild side 
effects from a vaccine but these are 
usually far far milder than getting 
the disease. There is lots of evi-
dence that vaccines are safe and 
lots of fake news about the dangers 
of vaccinations. 

We will be running a drop afternoon during Periods 5 and 6 on Friday 22 January. 
Students  will undertake the following activities: 
  

 Year 7 and 8 -  a non screen based activity designed to boost creativity.  
 Year 9 and 10 - options taster lessons: students will attend three thirty min-
ute sessions of their choice at 2pm, 2.30pm and 3pm.  
 Year 11 - Information, Advice and Guidance drop in session and activities on 
preparing for post 16 study. 

https://www.thenerddaily.com/kristin-cast-author-interview/
https://www.thenerddaily.com/kristin-cast-author-interview/
https://egaschool.eplatform.co/title/9781838933937/
https://egaschool.eplatform.co/
https://egaschool.eplatform.co/title/9781646030354/epub
https://egaschool.eplatform.co/title/9780062422460/epub

