
Friday 12th March 2021 

Dear families 

We’re back, and what a great 
feeling it is. This week has 
been all about returning safely 
and bringing some fun back 
into school. All tutor groups 
spent time with their tutor and 
Head of Year this week, and 
finished their reintegration 
back into school with round-
ers, drama and bench ball. It 
was just lovely seeing how 
much they enjoyed being back 
together at last.  

Testing has gone really 
smoothly and a huge thank you 
to parents and students for 
their participation. After the 
third in school test, we will be 
sending tests home so look out 
for more information next 
week. You will also have 
picked up that households are 
being encouraged to test at 
home where there is a school 
age child in the house. These 
tests can be collected from 
local centres and we will get 
information out to you as soon 
as we get it. 

As we move back into school, 
we will be focusing our learn-
ing on all the aspects of the 
classroom that we have so 
missed; discussion and debat-
ing, drawing, music making, PE 
and dance. It is really im-
portant that we move away 
from learning through tech-
nology and make use of col-
laboration with each and the 
teachers to reignite those 
skills which we have so 
missed.  

This week is of course 
marked  International Wom-
en’s Day. We were treated to 
an uplifting assembly to start 
the week, which you can see 
on the website, featuring many 
members and friends of the 
EGA community past and pre-
sent. 

 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 
Students returned to EGA this week and it was 
International Women’s Day - two reasons to cele-
brate.  
We marked IWD in a number of ways.  

School Assembly  

There was a fabulous assembly in which alumni 
(former students) shared their passions and in-
terests. Current students were invited to nomi-
nate members of their tutor group who had shown 
good leadership during lockdown.  

Leadership Project  

The feminist leadership and oral history project 
for year 9 students has just come to an end.   

Organised by the Islington Women’s Resource 
Centre, the project allowed the girls to take part  in 
workshops on oral history, unconscious bias, anti 
racism, feminism, conflict resolution and dealing 
with stress and burn out.  

The girls also interviewed two prominent female 
leaders:  

Nanaa Otoo Oyortey 
- an advocate for 
women who have 
experienced FGM, 
domestic violence 
and forced marriage. 

Joyce Kallevik - an 
advocate for women 
in the mental health 
and criminal justice 
systems. 

These interviews will 
be archived in the 
Women’s resource 

centre for future generations, so the girls have 
been part of creating history.  

Throughout, the girls involved showed commit-
ment, resilience, determination and emotional 
intelligence. Well done  to Naeve, Serenite, Jade, 
Khadiza, Aarfa, Jasmine,  Randa, Betty, Elizabeth, 
Annachiara and Sara for never failing to amaze 
us.  

Books in the EGA Library  

To celebrate International Women’s Day, we would 
like to recommend some inspirational books.  

To start us off, Femi-
nists Don’t Wear Pink 
And Other Lies is a col-
lection of essays from 
women of all nationali-
ties about what femi-
nism means to them.  

Malala Yousafzai’’s  I 
Am Malala remains  an 
inspirational autobiog-
raphy for teens.  

Almost American Girl is 
a graphic novel and 
memoir by Robin Ha. Born in Seoul, Korea, Robin 
finds herself moving to the US with her mother. 
Unfamiliar with the language and adjusting to a 
new life, this is Ha’s tale of family and growing up.  

All these books are searchable on the Library Web 
App or on eCatalogue.   

Humanities Corner 

How did International Women’s Day begin? Who 
started it? 

In 1908, 15,000 women marched through New York 
City demanding voting rights, better pay and 
shorter working hours. A year later, the first Na-
tional Women’s Day was observed in the USA. In 
1910, a woman called Clara Zetkin – leader of the 
women’s office for Germany suggested that every 
country should celebrate women on one day every 
year to push for their demands. In a conference of 
more than 100 women from 17 countries it was 
agreed  that there should be a day for women and 
International Women’s Day was formed.  

Music Video 

In the weeks leading up to 
International Women's Day, 
some particularly keen music 
students put up their hand to 
participate in the 'Feeling Good' music video 
to commemorate this annual celebration of the 
countless past and continuing achievements of 
women globally. Thank you and congratulations to 
the following students; Tyra, Lucy, Tonella, Fate-
ma, Anya, Tasnia , Sophia, Efi, Serenite. 

Finally, a huge thank you to the EGA music depart-
ment for running tutorials and workshops re-
motely for the students to record their parts and 
also for putting the video together. 
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ROCKS FILM SCREENING  

The film Rocks is an amazing and realis-
tic representation of the inner London 
experience of young women and school-
girls.  

Miss LaTouche hosted a virtual Netflix 
party / Google Classroom screening of 
the film 26/02/2021 with 11OR1 (who in-
spired the idea) and the Diversity teacher 
and students groups. 

Students and staff were keen to share 
their opinions of the film.  Here is a sam-
ple from the in call messages.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to have follow up con-
versations about the benefits of diversity 
and the power of sisterhood, this film 
makes a great starting point.  

Here is the film trailer and here is an 
interview with the directors, cast and 
writers exploring the very unique pro-
cess they went through to get to the 
award winning results. 

RETURN TO SPORT 
It was great to see the sports pitch being used fully this 
week. Year 10s who returned to school this week were 
able to enjoy a fast game of rounders.  

Years 8 and 9 had an equally enjoyable time, playing 
benchball in the sports hall.  

Sport has always been an important part of the school 
and we are really looking forward to holding our usual 
sports day in the summer term.  

ALUMNI HELP OUT WITH SCHOOL TESTING  

 

Year 10 rounders 

Year 8 and 9 

benchball 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NULP0s2FhPE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mokj3VV2HR4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mokj3VV2HR4

