
Dear Families, 

As ever, hoping you are keeping 
well. For us this week we have been 
busy making the final preparations 
for the return of some of our stu-
dents. An exciting time for us and for 
the students who will be coming into 
school next week. It has been a joy 
to see the year 6 pupils back at our 
primary schools. They are so de-
lighted to be in school once again, 
learning and playing with their 
friends. 

We know how much our students 
will benefit from seeing their friends 
and teachers and having the time to 
talk about their experiences as well 
as that all important learning. Stu-
dents will spend the first part of the 
day exploring and sharing their ex-
periences of the past few months, 
trying to make sense of what has 
happened and thinking  about how 
we all move on from this. This will be 
followed by lessons in the core sub-
jects to start making up for lost time 
and making sure that they are back 
on track for the beginning of the new 
school year.  

Our online tutorials with year 10 this 
week have proved  invaluable in 
helping us to assess the gaps in 
learning and we are hoping to do 
exactly the same for all year groups 
before the end of term 

As well as thinking about the imme-
diate return of year 10, we are also 
busy planning for next year. Whilst 
we have no news as to what the 
situation will be in September, we 
believe that it is likely to be a blend 
of home and school learning and if 
that is the case ,we need to hear 
from students and families about 
what has been successful and what 
has not worked so well. Please do 
let us know your thoughts by email-
ing eve-
lyn.markey@egas.islington.sch.uk 

We are constantly looking at ways in 
which we can improve the experi-
ence and your views really do mat-
ter. 

Yours sincerely 

THE POWER OF MUSIC  

A number of students shared their love of mu-
sic. It is clear that music can be a very positive 
experience - just what we need during these 
times.  

I was due to sit my GCSE Music this 
summer having progressed quickly on 

two instruments thanks to Vivo Music School. 
Although I didn't get to sit the final exam I am so 
happy that the skills I developed over the past 
two years on viola and piano have kept 

me upbeat and 
entertained dur-
ing lockdown. 
Although it has 
been fun having 
lots of time to 
practise at home I 
am really looking 
forward to being 
part of school 
ensembles 
again! 

By Ream ,Year 9 

Music has helped me get through this 
time because it is fun and something I 

enjoy doing. I play piano and also learn viola 
through EGA’s Vivo Music School. I started 
learning viola last year and passed my Grade 1 
with distinction. We celebrated with a trip or-
ganised by Ms 
Stirling to 
Thorpe Park. I 
hope we can do 
something like 
this again once 
lockdown is 
over and things 
go back to 
normal.  

By Elena, Year 8 

In lockdown it felt hard and stressful 
with all the online work, but when I 

started to practise the violin,  straight away it 
made me feel much better and I enjoyed it very 
much. It's a nice change from the computer. So 
maybe you should try playing an instrument - 
any instrument. It does not matter as long as 
you like it. If you struggle,  you can always 

ask  your teach-
ers. They are there 
to help so don't be 
shy and ask. 
Start with some-
thing simple. I 
bought a book to 
help me; The Ab-
racadabra Violin 
book.  Keep prac-
tising and one day 
you might get far. 
By Sophie ,Year 7 

 

During lockdown, I have been contin-
uing both my clarinet Vivo lessons 
and piano lessons online. It is not 

always easy to motivate myself to do the prac-
tice but seeing my teachers again has really 
helped. I have also been doing the online music 
work set by the school music department and I 
have been teaching my 5 year old sister how to 
play the piano! 

By Anna ,Year  7 
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STUDYBUGS 
We’re pleased to announce that EGA is introducing a new, more efficient and secure system for 
reporting your child’s absence due to illness, called Studybugs. If you haven’t already, please get 
the free Studybugs app, or register on the Studybugs website, and use it to tell us whenever your 
child’s ill and unable to attend school. Get the app or register now, click here. 

https://twitter.com/EGA_School
https://studybugs.com/about/parents


admin@egas.org.uk 

Elizabeth's (Year 7) art of the week: she responded to col-
lage homework. She’s used Matisse's colour palette to cre-
ate her own patterns to col-
lage (left). 

This half term, students have 
been learning about the Cub-
ist art movement and looking 
at the work of Pablo Picasso. 
Students were asked to pro-
duce a self portrait in his 
style thinking about warm 
and cool colours, like in Enna 
Thea’s  (Year 8) piece (right). 

SOME THINGS 

NEVER CHANGE  

Next week, we are looking forward to 
opening up to our Year 10s. Above are 
some of the classrooms plus the din-
ing hall, adapted to meet the new 
distancing requirements.  

However, although it looks a little 
different - some things never 
change. There will be the same EGA 
welcome, your teachers are really 
looking forward to teaching you 
again and we know that you will en-
joy seeing your friends.  

See you next week!  

A SHORT STORY ABOUT LOCKDOWN 

Faye Bird, acclaimed  author and a regular visitor to EGA, has just written a short 
story for Young Adults and is sharing it here with you. The story is called The Door 
and is about a teenager and her mother living together in lockdown. Faye, who 
wrote My Second Life, What I Couldn’t Tell You. and My Secret Lies With You. found 
she couldn't write when lock-
down first started. Then an 
idea came and, day by day, she 
wrote a little until it grew. You 
can either read the story or 
watch Faye reading it aloud.  

SPORTS DAY FROM THE PAST  
Usually, one of the highlights of the summer 
term is sports day.  Sadly, not this year.  

Instead, we took a dive into the school archives 
and came up with this great photo of  sporting 
events from Barnsbury (one of the schools that 
used to stand  on these premises.) 

Tug of war, egg and spoon race, medals for the 
winner.   It looked like a great day.  

We’re looking forward to our own sports day 
next year.  

ART OF THE WEEK 

https://fayebirdauthor.com/the-door-by-faye-bird/
https://youtu.be/VTEgzVNoSXs

