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One of the highlights of last term was the performance of 
the musical Matilda.  It was the combined work of many 
people who brought this show to life. Here, we interview 
just a sample of the 40  cast and crew members who 
worked on it.  
 

Refreshments - Hot chocolate, coffee, popcorn, bags 

of sweets and doughnuts were available for the audience 
courtesy of the Enterprise Team.  Rosie Kurnaz was on 
the refreshments stall both nights. “We were very busy 
and all profits will go to the cost of the production.”  

 

Director - Ms Tailor 
- I fell in love with Roald 

Dahl’s Matilda as a child. 
Witty and courageous, 
she takes justice into her 
own hands and rights 
the wrongs that the 
characters face. I want-
ed Matilda’s telekinetic 
powers!   
 
 

The choreographer - 
Ms Wells - This kind of 

dance is all about story-
telling. It’s gesture and 
movement as opposed to 
musical theatre. These 
students have an amaz-
ing capacity to remem-
ber things. They’ve been 
a joy to work with. A 
great bunch. 

 

Set crew - Iris and Neeve - Wallpaper, chairs from 

the staffroom, cutting, sticking and a lot of imagination. 
The result?  An amazing set. Iris says, “My favourite part 
was the pictures on the wall in the sitting room because 
they’re all photos of the cast.  Neeve added, “The blocks 
were hard to do; the letters kept falling off.”  
 

Music - Reem (viola) spoke for the Vivo orchestra when 

she said how much fun it had been working on Matil-
da.  She also revealed that the orchestra’s favourite song 
was ‘Revolting Children.”  
 

Miss Trunchbull 
- Esme - The show 

was really meant for 
years 7 and 8, but 
Esme was desperate 
to take part.  “I feel 
quite empathetic 
towards Ms Trunch-
bull. She has no 
friends and she’s a bit sad. She’s not my personality 
which makes it fun to play her.”  
 

Matilda - Sadie Boyce - I love the book. We read it a 

lot in primary school. Playing the lead character was a 
lot of pressure, but I really enjoyed it too. There was a 
great atmosphere backstage.  
 

Lighting & Sound - Rudi Falla - Some of the most 

important moments can often be the mistakes and how 
the team cope with them - each performance showed a 
great level of professionalism and attitude towards 
working as one piece in a whole.  It was a pleasure 
watching the play unfold. 
 

Bruce - Christella Izia - I love singing, but I used to 

be really nervous about singing in public. Since having 
singing lessons, I’ve learned how to overcome my 
nerves. It was great to be in the show.  

Dear families, 

A warm welcome back to 
you all -  and a rather be-
lated happy New Year to 
all our families.  

This week I spoke to the 
school, through assem-
blies, about New Year and 
the idea of starting afresh. 
We all like to make resolu-
tions and in the moment 
are determined to see 
them through, but as we 
know they are had to stick 
to. I spoke to the girls 
about the concept of de-
veloping ‘grit’ - the relent-
less refusal to quit. We 
talked about the im-
portance of firstly decid-
ing on what you want to 
improve and then the pro-
cess of making it happen. 

The 5 keys ways to devel-
op grit are:  

1. Pursue your interests. 
Find something that 
fascinates you 

2. Practise, practise, prac-
tise. Get a little bit better 
every day. 

3. Connect to a higher pur-
pose. Ask yourself how 
you are helping other 
people 

4. Cultivate hope. Remove 
your inaccurate, limiting 
beliefs 

5. Surround yourself with 
gritty people. Create 
positive peer pressure 

Hopefully, this might help 
you in supporting your 
daughter in her school 
work this year as well as 
achieving any personal 
goals that she has set 
herself, and maybe useful 
for families as well.  

THE MAGIC OF MATILDA 

Photo credit: ©riopixelview. The full photo album can be found on our website. 

https://twitter.com/EGA_School


The Community Environment Team 
would like to pass on the thanks to 
everyone at EGA from the Half Moon 
Crescent Community Centre and the 
Islington Food Bank. Your donations 
were greatly appreciated at what can 
be a very difficult time of year for 
many people.  

The hampers were fantastic.  For the 
second year in a row, tutor group C3 
DCA was judged to have produced 
the finest hamper.  

Organising the hampers was the 
work of the Community Environment 
Team: Elizabeth, Ilham, Helin, Laura, 
Illara, Sara and Suraya. 

Thanks also to Ms Henry and Mr Tay-
lor for all their help in delivering 
donations.  

 A thank you letter was received from 
the co-ordinator of a weekly lunch 
club.  He wrote, “I wish you could see 
just how much these gifts mean to 
those who come for lunch.  We are 
truly grateful.”  

Congratulations to the following daily draw winners: 

Day 1 - Sadiqah Ahmed C3 ZRA 

Day 2 - Heldana Biniam C3 SWI 

Day 3 - Nemah Mohamed A3 IGA 

Day 4 - Husna Olaleye C3 CWE 

Day 5 - Annachiara Senatore A3 BJA 

Day 6 - Grace Garcia-Malaver O3 CDB 

Day 7 - Pola Olejniczak O3 SCH 

Day 8 - Aisha Idriss C3 SWI 

Day 9 - Yasmein Acid A3 ICA 

Day 10 - Nabiha Islam O3 CSI 

Day 11 - Celestra Gjerji A3 HES 

Congratulations to the following prize draw winners: 

First Prize - Aisha Idriss C3 SWI 

Second Prize - Sadiqah Ahmed C3 ZRA 

Prize for research skills  - Celestra Gjerji A3 HES 

Please collect your prizes from The Cloud/Library 

WINTER HAMPERS AND FOOD BANK DONATIONS  LIBRARY ADVENT CALENDAR TREE WINNERS 

CALLING ALL  
FORMER STUDENTS! 
If you’re a former student of EGA, we want to hear from you! 

Your experiences since leaving could help to motivate and in-
spire our current students to feel more confident in making deci-
sions about their future. We’d love you to join our alumni network 
and stay connected with the school. 

We’ve partnered with the national education charity Future First, 
who specialise in helping schools like ours to stay connected 
with their former students.  

In order to sign up, just follow this link and fill in the online form – 
we promise it will only take a couple of minutes.  

https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/signup/

admin@egas.org.uk 

By Esmeralda Mendes-Dias 

On Friday 13 December, I went to 
Highbury and Islington station as 
part of the Junior Choir to raise 
money singing Christmas carols, 
for the Havens House Children’s 
Hospice. 

We managed to raise a total sum 
of £360.49 which meant we beat 
last year target sum of £355 

The experience was very exhila-
rating because a lot of people 
were watching us and cheering 
us on. I was one of the bucket 
holders and I could see a lot of 
people putting plenty of money 
in.  My task was to smile, shake 
the bucket, say thank you when 

people put money in as well as 
singing which was a little bit 
difficult. 

People were also commenting 
on how amazing we sounded and 

asked about which school we 
were from.  

I had lots of fun and I would  
definitely do it again! 

JUNIOR CHOIR CHRISTMAS CAROL SINGING  

On Monday 9th December EGA's two loyal and committed athletes took part in 

the 4th race of the series at the Emirates Stadium. As always, they were up 
against a strong field of girls from other schools and racing against Years 8, 9 
and 10. Both girls have improved massively since their first race in September. 
Lucy Morgan came in 6th place and Nyah Nicholas was 18th. Congratulations to 
both of them. The race season will continue in March for the last 2 races. The 
training will still continue on Thursday mornings so if you would like to improve 
your running, core strength and stamina why not come along.  

ISLINGTON SCHOOLS RUNNING LEAGUE - RACE 4 

EGA’S CHARITY TOTAL 
We are happy to announce that our last non-uniform day 
raised £900.00 with £500 going to Cancer Research, £300 to 
Ben Kinsell Trust and £100 to Crisis at  Christmas. Thanks to 
all involved for supporting these charities! 

https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/signup/elizabethgarrett

