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A message from the 
Executive Headteacher

We are delighted that we can welcome year 10 back to EGA; it’s been such a strange place 

without the energy and excitement that our students bring to the school.

It is disappointing that we are unable to open to other year groups as yet, but we hope it won’t 

be too long before we can do so.

We appreciate this is an anxious time for everyone as we come out of lockdown. We are 

confident that the adaptations we have made to the school environment, alongside new 

systems and routines for staff and students, will make EGA as safe as it could possibly be. 

Jo Dibb
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Planning for the safe 
return of pupils

The safety, health and wellbeing of our pupils and staff remain our priority. 

We are being guided by the UK Government and other organisations in our decision making around 

suggested dates for opening to different year groups and how we manage the safe education of each 

and every child.

This document sets out our current thinking and will be updated regularly as advice is given and our 

policies are developed. We welcome any feedback and will work with parents to allay any concerns. 

Unless a member of your household is shielding, or your daughter is clinically vulnerable, we would 

strongly encourage attendance to school. 
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The adjusted school 
day for Year 10

For Year 10 students from w/c 15th June:

❏ school will open to more students on Tuesday 16th, but no more than 25% of the year 

group will attend on each day of the week - 3 ‘pods’ of up to 15 students will attend per day 

❏ the curriculum will be English, maths, science and PE (week 1 includes a safety workshop)

❏ each pod comes in at the same time and on same day each week - their arrival is staggered

❏ each day will have its own group of 4 teachers

❏ school finishes at lunchtime and students on FSM can collect a lunch before they go

❏ from w/c 29th June, students will have a day of remote study for their option subject on 

Mondays (this also includes Year 9s)

Remote learning provision will continue for years 7 to 9 until the end of term.

School will also remain open for children of key workers and vulnerable pupils. 
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The adapted school 
environment
❏ Use of double or larger classrooms to support social 

distancing - each pod will stay in one classroom

❏ Pods with allocated toilet facilities and a one person out of 

the room at anytime approach. Students will be permitted 

to use the toilet during lessons

❏ Partial one way system in corridors and allocated staircases

❏ Canteen rearranged for social distancing

❏ Hand sanitisers available at all key places across the school

❏ Students will get outdoor exercise each day
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Health and safety 
measures

❏ Deep cleaning throughout the site before pupils return 
❏ Ensuring students do not attend if they or their family members have symptoms
❏ Frequent cleaning of more regularly touched surfaces, such as door handles, handrails, tabletops
❏ Students advised to walk to school - it will be compulsory to wear a mask on public transport
❏ Reduced mixing between groups through timetable changes, and staggered start and finish times
❏ Hand sanitizer on entry to the school
❏ Promoting regular hand washing for 20 seconds with running water and soap, or use of sanitiser, and 

ensuring good respiratory hygiene by promoting the catch it, bin it, kill it approach
❏ Social distancing practised 
❏ Frequent disinfecting of washrooms
❏ Students and staff will be permitted to wear face masks if they choose to do so
❏ Government advice regarding PPE (Personal Protection Equipment) will be followed as appropriate
❏ Water fountains sealed - students must bring their own water bottles and will not be able to refill
❏ No outside visitors until further notice 6



Training and information

Staff are being trained on Friday 12th and Monday 15th June - an induction 

into the new routines and safety procedures for colleagues working in school.

Students will receive a safety workshop on their first day back, covering the 

importance of social distancing, hygiene and other relevant information, all of 

which will be informed by government guidance.
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Staff protocols for pods
Staff working in school will:

● be mindful of each other and maintain social distance 

● maintain good hand hygiene 

● use tissues for coughs and sneezes and place in the bin immediately after use

● wipe the desk and computer keyboard/mouse on arrival and as they leave a room

● not touch student books or equipment

● allow students out of class one at a time to use the designated toilet

● allow students to use their phone to take a picture of notes at the end of lessons

● call reception if someone is unwell 
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Behaviour expectations

At EGA, students are expected to behave in a way which allows everyone to achieve to 

the best of her ability.  Everyone is entitled to feel safe at school. This means that everyone 

should be treated kindly and with respect and the needs of all members of the community 

are acknowledged.

During the current situation, all students need to be aware of their responsibility to 

protect the whole community.  Students will need to follow all instructions from staff, 

socially distance from others, maintain good hand hygiene and maintain good hygiene 

around their space and equipment.
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Student protocols for pods
● Be kind and understanding so that we can make things work and keep everyone safe

● Sanitise or wash your hands on arrival and regularly throughout  the day

● Keep 2 metres distance in classrooms and social spaces and when you are walking along the corridors

● No hugging allowed - wave to your friends

● Use tissues if you cough or sneeze and immediately put the tissue in the bin

● Sit at the same desk and do not share equipment

● Use the one exercise book and set of equipment

● At the end of your lessons:

○ photograph the notes from that day with your phone

○ put your book and equipment into the box in your pod base labelled with the day you are in school

● Only use your allocated block of toilets one at a time

● Use one set of stairs 

● No chewing gum on site

● Wear uniform, supplementing it with PE kit where needed, and wash it at the end of the day
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First aid protocols 
on site 

● All staff will be trained and confident with the protocols for a swift and safe response a to 

suspected case of COVID-19 on site.

● All students will be reminded daily to inform their teacher if they feel unwell.

● Anyone in school that becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature, 

or has a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste of smell (anosmia), will be isolated, 

sent home and advised to follow the government guidance: COVID-19: guidance for households 

with possible coronavirus infection  

● There are detailed protocols in place for ensuring the student remains isolated from others, 

PPE use for first aiders, moving the rest of the class, cleaning affected areas, parental 

collection, and informing other parents. 

● All staff will be trained in the safe use and removal of PPE.
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Guidance for parents
Can my child go to school today?

If your daughter, or a family member is shielding, your daughter should stay home and continue learning 
at home until the advice changes. If this is the case, please let us know. 

If your daughter is unwell at any time, keep her at home and let us know that she is unwell. 

If your daughter, or any member of your family has COVID symptoms, you should get a test.  Anyone in a 
school can get a COVID test. Use this link https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test or call 119 (free 
from mobiles and landlines).  If track and trace tell you to self isolate for 14 days, please let school know.

If your daughter becomes ill on site, we will call you to come and collect her.

If someone else in your daughters’ group becomes ill, we will let you know. In this case, everything 
carries on as normal, unless there is a positive test, in which case everyone in the pod will be told to 
self isolate for 14 days.
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Reminder of COVID-19 
symptoms

Most people with coronavirus have at least one of these symptoms:

1. High temperature
This means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure your 
temperature).

2. New, continuous cough
This means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more  coughing episodes in 24 hours 
(if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual).

3. Loss or change to your sense of smell or taste
This means you’ve noticed you cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste 
different to normal.
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Reporting absence
We have a new, more efficient and secure system for reporting your child’s absence due to 

illness, called Studybugs.

If you haven’t already, please download the free Studybugs app, or register on the Studybugs 

website, and use it to tell us whenever your child is ill and unable to attend school. 

Get the app or register now: https://studybugs.com/about/parents 

This is our primary means of contact about absence now.  It also offers public health advice.
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Contact us

If you have any questions about any aspect of this booklet, please 

email admin@egas.org.uk or call 020 7837 0739 and leave a 

message with reception.  

Your query will then be directed to the right person for  a response.
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We are advised by

UK Government

Department for Education

Public Health England

World Health Organisation

National Association of Head Teachers

Association of School and College Leaders

Islington Council

National Education Union
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