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 Statement of Intent  :  

 The study of English at EGA plays a vital role in the personal and academic development of all of our 
 students. Our aim is for all students to have the opportunity to reach the  heights of their poten�al 
 as a result of our curriculum, leaving us as  confident,  knowledgeable, ar�culate and highly literate 
 young women. Our curriculum asks that students  value  the impact their voices  can have on wider 
 society and culture through exposure to a range of literature. 

 Our curriculum places a huge emphasis on the  transforma�onal  power of literacy  for the future of 
 our students. For our students to be leaders of both themselves and their communi�es in the future, 
 it is vital that they possess the core literacy required to ar�culate themselves successfully. We want 
 students to leave us  more confident  in expressing  themselves in wider society beyond EGA. 
 We carefully choose  high challenge texts  as part of  our curriculum to encourage a  deep and cri�cal 
 response  to literature. As a faculty, we also place  a huge focus on the value of  reading widely for 
 pleasure  , including the reading of quality non-fic�on  to ensure engagement with important issues in 
 the wider world. 

 The design of our curriculum recognises that a  balanced  founda�onal  knowledge of a  diverse range 
 of literature from across �mes and places  is crucial  to a deep understanding and apprecia�on of the 
 subject. 

 We emphasise that texts have influences and links that span across the canon. English plays an 
 essen�al role in the development of the  cultural  capital  of our students, offering a  common 
 en�tlement to opportuni�es and knowledge  that goes  beyond what our students may otherwise 
 have experienced.  

 As a diverse school community, our curriculum also emphasises the importance of celebra�ng a 
 range of voices in our subject. We want our students to see their backgrounds and experiences 
 represented in the literature that they read as part of our curriculum. Our aim is for all of our 
 students to  recognise themselves as writers who have  important ideas and experiences to share  . 
 The curriculum allows for students to grow their confidence and independence in expressing their 
 views and perspec�ves over the 5 years so that they can engage ac�vely in wider society. 

 Curriculum Design Ra�onale: 

 Underpinning our curriculum design are three dis�nct but intertwined strands and 7 big ideas. These 
 strands and ideas are introduced in Year 7 and revisited repeatedly across the 5 years students are 
 with us. Each topic that forms part of the 5 year curriculum explicitly teaches students the links 
 between the unit they are studying and prior or future learning in the subject. 

 Our curriculum is sequenced so that units with the clearest links across strands, ideas and knowledge 
 are taught together at the same �me of year wherever possible. This is to ensure that much of our 
 staff development �me can be used for the consolida�on of a deep representa�on of the upcoming 
 units and the links that must be introduced or revisited. As an example, our Shakespeare texts are 
 taught in the same term across all year groups to ensure that crucial core concepts and knowledge 
 are revisited in both faculty �me and therefore in lessons. 

 In lessons, teachers rou�nely emphasise the importance of retrieval and deliberate prac�ce to 
 ensure that knowledge is embedded into the long term memory of every student. We complement 
 the sequencing of our curriculum with regular interweaved knowledge tes�ng throughout the 5 
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 years to monitor how well students are remembering the core content our curriculum expects them 
 to recall. 

    THE 3 STRANDS: 

 1.  Significant classic texts: 
 ●  Ra�onale:  Studying classic texts from across the  literary canon enables students to 

 understand the very founda�ons and conven�ons of the subject. This includes the 
 study of complete classic texts for English Literature and classic extracts used in the 
 teaching of English Language. This builds powerful cultural capital and knowledge 
 that can be applied to other areas and allows access to a deeper and broader 
 understanding of the subject. 

 ●  Examples from our curriculum:  The Iliad (Year 7),  Gothic Wri�ng (Year 7), The 
 Odyssey (Year 8), An Inspector Calls (Year 9), Romeo and Juliet  (Year 9) and Macbeth 
 (Year 10 and 11), Paper 1 Language (Year 10 and 11) 

 2.  Social commentary    
 ●  Ra�onale:  As a school and as a faculty, we want our  students to be able to engage 

 with the world around them in order to contribute posi�vely to their communi�es 
 and wider society. Studying texts with a strong social commentary, both fic�on and 
 non-fic�on, encourages students to engage with wider moral and poli�cal ques�ons, 
 developing their confidence in ar�cula�ng their viewpoints on important social 
 issues. 

 ●  Examples from our curriculum:  The  Tulip Touch (Year  7),  A Christmas Carol (Year 8), 
 An Inspector Calls (Year 9), Animal Farm (Year 10 and 11), Paper 2 Language (Year 10 
 and 11) and Paper 1 Language (Year 10 and 11). 

 1.  Women’s voice and experiences  
 ●  Ra�onale:  We want our students to see themselves  as writers and readers of 

 literature that reflects the experiences of women in society. We want our students to 
 explore and engage with female voices as part of our curriculum in English. This 
 includes exploring diverse cultural voices that reflect the specific context of our 
 community. We also want our students to ar�culate their experiences as women 
 crea�vely in their own wri�ng throughout their study of English. 

 ●  Examples from our curriculum:  The Tulip Touch (Year  7), EGA Reading Fes�val (Year 
 7), Women Wri�ng History (Year 8), Shakespeare’s Women (Year 8), Anita and Me 
 (Year 9), Women’s Voices Non Fic�on (Year 9), Jane Eyre (Year 11), Paper 1 Language 
 (Year 10 and 11), Paper 2 Language (Year 10 and 11) 

 THE 7 BIG IDEAS: 

 These 7 big ideas thread across the curriculum strands our students study in English. By returning to 
 these key, universal ideas across the 5 years, we want students to engage with some of the most 
 essen�al and important ques�ons about the human experience posed by the study of literature, in 
 order to deepen their understanding and knowledge of the subject. We want our students to 
 develop a strong sense of self, community and social responsibility; the 7 key ideas we have selected 
 as our focus cul�vate these values: 
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 1.  Love and friendship 

 2.  Conflict 

 3.  Choice and consequences 

 4.  Self 

 5.  Educa�on 

 6.  Freedom and independence 

 7.  Poli�cs and power 

 Homework: 

 In every year group, we provide a consistent en�tlement to homework that both deepens and 
 widens student learning. In every year group, students complete weekly reading homeworks based 
 on extracts from a range of texts and topics that complement the main curriculum. In some cases, 
 the content  mirrors and expands  upon what is being  covered in the main units. In other cases, we 
 have chosen to expose students to other text types (for instance, reading poetry that is thema�cally 
 linked to the novel they are reading) to  broaden their  apprecia�on for what they are learning  . In 
 KS4, we also provide a consistent and rigorous weekly quizzing homework to deepen their 
 knowledge and to monitor their  reten�on of essen�al  knowledge  . 

 The Super Curriculum 

 As a department, we recognise the crucial role we play in developing the social and cultural capital of 
 our students. To complement our academic curriculum, enrichment opportuni�es are mapped out 
 strategically across the 5 years curriculum to provide  high quality experiences for all students 
 studying our subject. Alongside offering a range of extra curricular clubs (including La�n, Crea�ve 
 Wri�ng, Poetry and Deba�ng), our super curriculum also ensures that  every child has a common 
 en�tlement to high quality experiences  across their  5 years of study. For instance, every student in 
 Year 7 takes part in a performance of a Shakespeare play and has a workshop with a female author. 
 Every year, every student is able to par�cipate in these important common en�tlement ac�vi�es. 
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