
Year: 7

Name of unit: Introduction to Drama - Key Skills

How many weeks: 6 weeks

Why do we teach this unit?

In this unit we introduce students to skills that are the building

blocks of interesting and creative group work in drama.These

skills, once taught, are revisited throughout the year to be

selected and applied for further development in future work,

enabling students to explore their ideas with confidence.

What is the main content of this unit?

An Introduction to Drama ensures students gain  knowledge of key skills in

drama, enabling them to problem solve creatively and construct ideas.

Students work in groups to explore these skills, so alongside acquiring new

knowledge of drama and theatre, students are developing important

transferable skills such as communication, cooperation, listening,

teamwork and leadership.

Key vocabulary to learn and apply

Freeze Frame

Thought track

Narration

Status

Movement and Voice

Group work

How do we assess learning in this unit?

Assessment is in three parts.

1. Ongoing from lesson to lesson where students will learn, remember,

define and identify key skills through observing, discussing and

demonstrating them.

2. Students complete a baseline assessment which identifies areas of

strengths and weakness at the start of the unit. The very same

assessment is then revisited at the end of the unit to track progress

of learning and retainment of knowledge

3. They are also assessed at the end of the unit in a performance,

whereby they demonstrate the skills they have developed over the

6 weeks.

Ways for parents to support learning.

● Please support your daughter/ward by encouraging them to practice for the assessment performance either at home or during school

e.g. lunch time/after school. This will support confidence building

● Also please ensure she is completing home learning tasks when they are posted on Google Classroom. These will be in the form of

quizzes or revising key words which support her assessment.



Year: 8

Name of unit: Soap Opera’s

How many weeks: 6 weeks

Why do we teach this unit?

In this unit we introduce students to creating and portraying a

character. This helps students communicate an effective and

believable character when performing, which are skills that are

revisited and developed in greater depth throughout year 8. The

Soap Opera unit also develops students’ knowledge of

storytelling in drama.

What is the main content of this unit?

The Soap Opera’s unit introduces students to the knowledge and skills

needed to create a character, and to storytelling in the TV genre. Over the

6 weeks of lessons students will learn about the storylines identified in TV

shows and why people relate to them, alongside creating and sustaining a

believable character through physicality and use of voice.

Key vocabulary to learn and apply

Stereotypes

Character development

Storyline/plots

Vocal skills

Physical skills

How do we assess learning in this unit?

Assessment is in two parts:

1. Ongoing from lesson to lesson where students will learn, remember,

define and identify key skills through observing, discussing and

demonstrating them.

2. They are also assessed at the end of the unit in a performance,

whereby they demonstrate the skills they have developed over the

6 weeks.

Ways for parents to support learning.

● Please support your daughter/ward by encouraging them to practice for the assessment performance either at home or during school

e.g. lunch time/after school. This will support confidence building

● Also please ensure she is completing home learning tasks when they are posted on Google Classroom. These will be in the form of

quizzes, revising key words which support her assessment or bringing in a prop or item of clothing.



Year: 9

Name of unit: Refugee Boy

How many weeks: 6 weeks

Why do we teach this unit?

In this unit we further develop students’  knowledge and skills

of devising, by relating it to current affairs/topical issues.

Theatre often reflects and discusses the world around us and in

this unit, students are able to creatively apply their knowledge

of drama to explore and educate themselves on the topic of

Refugees.

What is the main content of this unit?

This unit is based on ‘Refugee Boy’ by Benjamin Zephaniah which  enables

students to use their explorative and creative skills to further develop

their understanding of creating theatre and the topic of refugees. The

main content of this unit surrounds the journey of the young refugee which

the students’ respond to creatively through a series of techniques.

Key vocabulary to learn and apply

Cross-cutting

Hot-seating

Split Scene

Off-Text improvisation

Role-Play

Role on the Wall

How do we assess learning in this unit?

Assessment is in two parts:

1) Ongoing from lesson to lesson where students will learn, remember,

define and identify key skills through observing, discussing and

demonstrating them.

2) They are also assessed at the end of the unit in a performance,

whereby they demonstrate the skills they have developed over the

6 weeks.

Ways for parents to support learning.

● Please support your daughter/ward by encouraging them to practice for the assessment performance either at home or during school

e.g. lunch time/after school. This will support confidence building

● Also please ensure she is completing home learning tasks when they are posted on Google Classroom. These will be in the form of

quizzes or revising key words which support her assessment or bringing in a prop or item of clothing.


