
Year: 7
Name of unit: Geography and Me
How many weeks: 7

Why do we teach this unit?
This unit is designed to transition Yr7 into

geography. It has elements that will assess
their prior knowledge and understanding

gained at primary school. The topic allows
students to investigate their home of the
United Kingdom from Lands End to John
o’Groats. The unit should build on prior

knowledge and develop skills in interpretation
and cultural understanding.

What is the main content of
this unit?

Throughout this unit, students will use a
combination of personal knowledge and

national knowledge of the United Kingdom.
They will investigate the importance of place

through the use of different scales, those being
local, national and international.

Ways for parents to support
learning.

- Conversations about your local area and
main points of importance

- Conversations around the UK and its
importance with Europe.

- Test vocabulary
- Online refresher lessons from KS2

https://classroom.thenational.academy/l
essons/what-are-some-of-europes-most
-important-human-characteristics-chhkat
https://teachers.thenational.academy/uni
ts/building-locational-knowledge-united-
kingdom-4ae1

How do we assess learning
in this unit?

‘Geography and Me’ will be assessed with an
assessment which will fall during the week

beginning 15th November 2021. The
assessment will be in two sections which will

assess short answers and multiple choice and
the second section will focus on longer written

answers.

This assessment is structured upon the 6 pillars
of geography which are:

- Physical geography
- Human geography
- Interdenepance
- Space and place
- Scale
- Cultural understanding

Please see below for further information on the
above pillars

Key Term Definition

Physical Geography that is linked with natural processes such as weather and climate, rivers,
coasts.

Human Geography that is linked with the actions and developments of humans such as building
cities and engineering structures like dams or coastal defences.

Environment Small or large scale ecosystems. Can be a combination of human and physical
geography

Island A piece of land surrounded by water
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Inhabited Live on or within

Nation A group of people with a strong sense of identity

Region Large area, often part of a country such as South West region in the UK

County Historical administrative areas, such as Yorkshire, Greater London, Kent

Evaluate Give different options or ideas in an argument and come to your conclusion

National park An area of outstanding beauty that is protected from development

Creative
Economy

An economy based on creative industries such as media and film

Continent A large landmass, for example, Europe or Asia

European union A group of European countries whose governments work together

Trade Buying and selling goods for example apple, coffee, oil, medical supplies

Imports Goods and services that enter the country

Exports Good and services that leave the country

Local
environment

A small area such as a housing estate, park or school.

Mental map A personal memory map of an area

Sketch map A map of an area that has been drawn to scale

Label Simple words with arrows, it identify items in an image or diagram

Annotate Small descriptive sentences that could be developed to give a greater description of an
image or diagram.

Redevelopment Improve a run-down area, usually in a town or city

Rewilding Restoring and protecting natural processes and ecosystem

Urban developed/built-up areas such as towns or cities

Rain garden An area of grassland, flowers and trees that store and uses up water to reduce the risk
of flooding

Guerrilla
gardening

Converting a derelict (run down) or abandoned area into a garden, often without legal
permission to do so.

6 pillars of Geography
● The physical world: the land, water, air and ecological system; landscapes; and the processes that bring them

about and change them.
● Human environments: societies, communities and the human processes involved in understanding work, home,

consumption and leisure – and how places are made.
● Interdependence: crucially, linking the physical world and human environments and understanding the concept

of sustainable development.
● Place and space: recognising similarities and differences across the world and developing knowledge and

understanding of location, interconnectedness and spatial patterns.
● Scale: the ‘zoom lens’ through which the subject matter is ‘seen’, and the significance of local, regional, national,

international and global perspectives.
● Cultural understanding: using their own images, experiences, meanings and questions; ‘reaching out’ to

children and young people as active agents in their learning.



Year: 8
Name of unit: Weather and Climate
How many weeks: 7

Why do we teach this unit?
This unit introduces students to the concepts

of weather and climate. The unit builds
students knowledge of the day to day

changes in weather that directly affect them
and also develops their knowledge of local

and global climate. Students will spend time
investigating wild weather events and the

possibility they are becoming more frequent.
This unit links closely with the next half terms

unit on climate change

What is the main content of
this unit?

- Weather and Climate
- Factors that affect weather
- Hydrological cycle
- Measuring the weather
- Types of rain
- Types of clouds
- Beast from the East
- Tropical storms
- Climate graphs
- Air masses and fronts
- Typhoon Haiyan

Ways for parents to support
learning.

- Online lessons from Oak Academy
https://teachers.thenational.academy/uni
ts/weather-and-climate-ac9e

- Wider reading
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zx
38q6f

- Educake quizzes
- Quizzing key vocabulary

How do we assess learning
in this unit?

‘Weather and Climate and Tropical rainforests’
will be assessed with an assessment which will
fall during the week beginning 8th November
2021. The assessment will be in two sections
which will assess short answers and multiple
choice and the second section will focus on

longer written answers.

This assessment is structured upon the 6 pillars
of geography which are:

- Physical geography
- Human geography
- Interdenepance
- Space and place
- Scale
- Cultural understanding

Please see below for further information on the
above pillars

KEY TERMS:

AIR MASS- Large volumes of air. Where air comes from influences weather. Maritime or continental.

ALTITUDE- the height of the land, this affects the weather & climate.

ANEMOMETER- weather instrument that measures wind speed.

ANTICYCLONE- High-pressure areas associated with sinking air, usually brings settled weather.

BAROMETER- weather instrument that measures the pressure of weather.

COLD FRONT- this occurs when cold air is advancing & is forced beneath a body of warm air.

https://teachers.thenational.academy/units/weather-and-climate-ac9e
https://teachers.thenational.academy/units/weather-and-climate-ac9e
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CONTINENTAL CLIMATE- air mass that travels over land, weather drier.

CONVECTIONAL RAINFALL- heat from the sun makes the air rise then it condenses to form rain.

CLIMATE- average or expected pattern of weather for a place, from records of over a long time.

CLIMATE GRAPH – shows average or typical monthly temperatures and rainfall for a place.

CLOUDS- formed when water vapour rises and condenses.

DEPRESSION- low-pressure areas occur when air is warmer than surroundings or forced up.

DISTANCE FROM THE SEA- places near the sea are warmer, winter than inland. Sea keeps the heat longer.

FLOODING- caused by more rainfall than rivers & land can absorb.

FRONTAL RAINFALL- warm air rising over cooler air. Moist air over cold air – condenses – rain.

HIGH PRESSURE- surface winds spiral outwards, cool air sinks. (Settled weather), anticyclone.

LATITUDE- affects weather & climate. Warmer nearer equator than poles. Concentrated by the sun.

LOW PRESSURE- surface winds spiral inwards, warm air rises. (Unsettled weather), depression.

MARITIME CLIMATE- air masses that travel over the ocean, weather more rain and snow.

OCEAN CURRENTS- warm away from the equator, cold to the equator. Raise or lower temp of maritime.

POLAR CONTINENTAL- source region - central Europe, cold, snow in winter & hot, dry in summer.

POLAR MARITIME- source region – Arctic sea, wet & cold. Weather - cool with heavy showers.

PRECIPITATION- all types of moisture that fall from the sky such as rain, snow, hail, dews & frost.

PREVAILING WIND- direction that the wind blows from most often.

RAIN GAUGE- weather instrument that measures precipitation.

RELIEF RAINFALL- caused by high grounds. Moist air forced over hills - air cools - condenses - rain.

TEMPERATURE- degree of heat or cold. Affected by climate & weather.

THERMOMETER- weather instrument that measures temperatures.

TROPICAL CONTINENTAL- source region – N. Africa. Hot/dry air. Hot, dry weather in summer.

TROPICAL MARITIME- source region – mid-Atlantic. Warm/moist air, mild, cloudy & rainy weather.

WARM FRONT- found when warm air is advancing and is forced on top of cold air, which is dense.

WEATHER- conditions of the lower atmosphere at a particular time & place.

6 pillars of Geography
● The physical world: the land, water, air and ecological system; landscapes; and the processes that bring them

about and change them.
● Human environments: societies, communities and the human processes involved in understanding work, home,

consumption and leisure – and how places are made.
● Interdependence: crucially, linking the physical world and human environments and understanding the concept

of sustainable development.
● Place and space: recognising similarities and differences across the world and developing knowledge and

understanding of location, interconnectedness and spatial patterns.
● Scale: the ‘zoom lens’ through which the subject matter is ‘seen’, and the significance of local, regional, national,

international and global perspectives.
● Cultural understanding: using their own images, experiences, meanings and questions; ‘reaching out’ to

children and young people as active agents in their learning.



Year: 9
Name of unit: Weather and Climate
How many weeks: 7

Why do we teach this unit?

This unit is designed to introduce the concept
of hazards to the students. They will explore

the impacts of human experience due to living
close to events and be able to apply their

knowledge to case studies.

What is the main content of
this unit?

- Introduction to hazards and hazard risk
- Structure of the earth
- Plate boundaries
- Earthquake case study
- Volcano Case study
- Living with hazards and mitigating risks

Ways for parents to support
learning.

- Online lessons from Oak Academy
https://teachers.thenational.academy/uni
ts/tectonics-b9a8

- Wider reading
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zc
drbk7

- Educake quizzes
- Quizzing key vocabulary

How do we assess learning
in this unit?

‘Hazards and Glaciation’’ will be assessed with
an assessment which will fall during the week

beginning 1st November 2021. The
assessment will be in two sections which will

assess short answers and multiple choice and
the second section will focus on longer written

answers.

This assessment is structured upon the 6 pillars
of geography which are:

- Physical geography
- Human geography
- Interdenepance
- Space and place
- Scale
- Cultural understanding

Please see below for further information on the
above pillars

Key term Definition

Hazard A natural event (for example an earthquake, volcanic eruption, tropical storm, flood) that threatens
people or has the potential to cause damage, destruction and death.

Climatic Hazards caused by weather

Tectonic Hazards formed by the movement of the earth's plates

Risk The probability of a hazard event causing harmful consequences (expected losses in terms of
deaths, injuries, property damage, economy and environment). Vulnerability.

https://teachers.thenational.academy/units/tectonics-b9a8
https://teachers.thenational.academy/units/tectonics-b9a8


Core is the very hot, very dense center of our planet. The ball-shaped core lies beneath the cool, brittle
crust and the mostly-solid mantle. The core is found about 2,900 kilometers (1,802 miles) below
Earth's surface, and has a radius of about 3,485 kilometers (2,165 miles)

Mantle The mantle is the mostly-solid bulk of Earth's interior. The mantle lies between Earth's dense,
super-heated core and its thin outer layer, the crust. The mantle is about 2,900 kilometers (1,802
miles) thick, and makes up a whopping 84% of Earth's total volume.

Crust describes the outermost shell of a terrestrial planet. Earth's crust is generally divided into older,
thicker continental crust and younger, denser oceanic crust. The dynamic geology of Earth's crust is
informed by plate tectonics

Convection that occur within the molten rock in the mantle, act like a conveyor belt for the plates. Tectonic plates
move in different directions. ... The heat from the core is transferred to the mantle. Liquid rock, close
to the core, is heated and rises.

Pangea A supercontinent made up of all the world's present land masses joined together in the configuration
they are thought to have had during the Permian and Triassic Periods.

Plate boundary The margin or boundary between two tectonic plates.

constructive Tectonic plate margin where rising magma adds new material to plates that are diverging or moving
apart.

Conservative Tectonic plate margin where two tectonic plates slide past each other

Destructive Tectonic plate margin where two plates are converging or coming together and an oceanic plate is
subducted. It can be associated with violent earthquakes and explosive volcanoes.

Earthquake A sudden or violent movement within the Earth’s crust followed by a series of shocks.

Volcano is an opening in Earth's crust that allows molten rock from beneath the crust to reach the surface.
This molten rock is called magma when it is beneath the surface and lava when it erupts or flows
from a volcano

Planning Actions taken to enable communities to respond to, and recover from, natural disasters, through
measures such as emergency evacuation plans, information management, communications and
warning systems

Prediction Attempts to forecast when and where a natural hazard will strike, based on current knowledge. This
can be done to some extent for volcanic eruptions (and tropical storms), but less reliably for
earthquakes.

Impacts Something that happens as a direct result of an event and can be measured or described in some
way.

Effects The initial impact of a natural event on people and property, caused directly by it, for instance the
ground buildings collapsing following an earthquake.

6 pillars of Geography
● The physical world: the land, water, air and ecological system; landscapes; and the processes that bring them

about and change them.
● Human environments: societies, communities and the human processes involved in understanding work, home,

consumption and leisure – and how places are made.



● Interdependence: crucially, linking the physical world and human environments and understanding the concept
of sustainable development.

● Place and space: recognising similarities and differences across the world and developing knowledge and
understanding of location, interconnectedness and spatial patterns.

● Scale: the ‘zoom lens’ through which the subject matter is ‘seen’, and the significance of local, regional, national,
international and global perspectives.

● Cultural understanding: using their own images, experiences, meanings and questions; ‘reaching out’ to
children and young people as active agents in their learning.


