
Belonging



What are we doing today?

- To celebrate what makes us all unique

- To think about the term belonging and what it means to us individually 
and within our school community

- To continue our thinking around belonging, equality and becoming an 
anti-racist school

- To encourage an understanding of each other beyond certain ‘labels’ or 
preconceived notions of what someone will be like



Creating a Safe Space
Some information that will be covered today is 
sensitive and deals with stereotypes of certain 
races, religions, genders and sexualities.

It is very important to discuss the issues 
around misrepresentation however please be 
aware that: 

1) If things get overwhelming, it is okay to 
step outside

2) It is okay to feel uncomfortable
3) It is okay to ask questions - there is no 

such thing as a silly question



Prior Knowledge Form:

Using your Chromebooks, please 
complete the Google Form (10 mins).

It was emailed to you this morning by 
Ms Singh



Prior Knowledge Form:

Complete the “Prior Knowledge” sheet 

You can do this 1 between 2 in your group.

Please make sure you write your names and 
tutor groups. 



Understanding Key Terms:

Sharing what we already know about 
the following terms:

● Race
● Ethnicity 
● Gender
● Sex
● Class



Definitions:
Race: the socially constructed idea that humans are divided into 

distinct groups on the basis of physical and ethnic similarities.

Ethnicity: groups of people classed according to common racial, 

national, tribal, religious, linguistic or cultural origin or background.

Gender: the socially constructed characteristics of each sex, such as 

the norms, roles, and relationships of and between groups of women 

and men. It varies from society to society and can be changed.

Sex: a classification based on biological differences, for example, 

differences between males and females based on their anatomy.

Class: a way of dividing society based on social and economic 

status.

Social construct: jointly 
built understandings of 
the world that form the 

basis for shared 
assumptions. Social 
constructs can be 

different based on the 
the time period in which 

they exist (i.e - 21st 
century vs 16th century).



Character Profiles: Person 1

Group discussion:

● Read the information presented about the person to 
yourself.

● Based on the information given, what do you think the 
class, race and gender of the person is.

Family: parents are 
immigrants and English is the 
second language in their 
home.

Education: has three degrees, 
including a Masters. 

Work:  works in a socially respected 
profession. Works 38 hours a week.

Additional Information: has 
dyslexia – struggles with 
spelling and organisation.



Character Profiles: Reflection

Discuss in your groups:

● Were your responses to the profiles similar or different?

● How did you come to those assumptions?

● Did your assumptions change with the new information? 
Why do you think that is?

Be ready 
to 

feedback



Character Profiles: Person 2
Family: grew up in a single 
parent household with 
support from a grandparent. 1 
of 4 children.

Work: works 27 hours a week. 
Receives additional monetary 
support from the council.

Education: achieved 
GCSEs. Did not attend 
university.

Additional Information: has a 
chronic illness (a disability).

Group discussion:

● Read the information presented about the person.

● Based on the information given, what do you think 
the class, race and gender of the person is.



Character Profiles: Reflection

Discuss in your groups:

● Were your responses to the profiles similar or different?

● How did you come to those assumptions?

● Did your assumptions change with the new information? 
Why do you think that is?

Be ready 
to 

feedback



Thinking about Identities
● What makes up our 

identity?

● How can different 

identities be celebrated?



What is Intersectionality?
Intersectionality is the interconnected nature of social 
identities such as race, class, and gender. 

Intersectionality allows for a more complex view of a 
person as we think about all of the overlapping and 
interdependent systems that make up a person’s 
identity. 

Understanding intersectionality can help our 
awareness of different types of discrimination as well 
as it providing us with a new lens to view how 
intersectionality can help us be allies to one another.

Watch this video 
on 

Intersectionality: 
https://youtu.be/

w6dnj2IyYjE 

https://youtu.be/w6dnj2IyYjE
https://youtu.be/w6dnj2IyYjE


What is privilege?

Individual activity:

● Think about someone you know well - this can either be you or someone 
else (note: the questions have been worded with the pronoun ‘you’ but you 
can think of someone else!)

● Hold up 10 fingers. For each question asked, put your finger down if the 
answer is true.

Remember, if you feel uncomfortable at any point, it is okay to take a moment 
and to actively listen instead.



List of questions for privilege activity:
1) if your parents work nights and weekends to support your family, put a finger down
2) If you don’t have constant access to healthy food, put a finger down
3) If you do not speak English at home, put a finger down.
4) If you couldn’t show affection for a romantic partner in public without fear of being made fun of, put 

a finger down
5) If you don’t feel like your race or gender have enough representation in the media, put your finger 

down.
6) If you don’t get to take a day off for your religious holidays, put a finger down
7) If you have ever been bullied or made fun of for something you cannot change, put a finger down
8) If you have ever been diagnosed as having a disability or mental health concern, put a finger down
9) If you weren’t taken to art galleries, museums or plays by your parents, put a finger down

10) If there aren’t more than 10 books in your house right now, put your finger down
11) If someone has made an uncomfortable joke relating to race or gender and you have stayed silent, 

put your finger down
12) If you did not study the culture of your ancestors or religion in primary school, put your finger down



What is privilege?

Reflection:

● What did that activity make you think 
about?

● What could we learn / gain from 
acknowledging differences?



What is privilege?

Reflection:

● What did that activity make you think 
about?

● What could we learn / gain from 
acknowledging differences?

● Let’s go back to an earlier questions: How 
can different identities be celebrated?



Scenarios: applying the idea of intersectionality

In your group, read over the scenario you have been given and discuss:

● Based on what you’ve read/seen, what biases are at play here?

● What could be done differently?

● How does intersectionality help us understand these different 

situations?

Reflecting:

● What could you do to help in this scenario?

● What could be done differently?



Scenario 1
● Based on what 

you’ve read/seen, 
what biases are at 
play here?

● What could be 
done differently?

● How does 
intersectionality 
help us understand 
these different 
situations?



Scenario 2 ● Based on what you’ve 
read/seen, what biases 
are at play here?

● What could be done 
differently?

● How does 
intersectionality help us 
understand these 
different situations?



Scenario 3 ● Based on what you’ve 
read/seen, what biases 
are at play here?

● What could be done 
differently?

● How does 
intersectionality help us 
understand these 
different situations?



Discussion: how do we move beyond biases?

Key questions:

1. How can intersectionality help our 
understanding of others?

2. How can we use what we’ve learnt in a 
school context?

3. How can we use what we’ve learnt to 
helps us understand our wider 
community?

Proactive Solutions:

Share ideas on post it notes & 
board them

Example:

- Using thinking time and not 
reacting immediately in 
situations

Intersectionality: all of the 
overlapping systems that 
make up a person’s identity.



Reflection

Complete the Google Form - Go back to the email from Ms Singh and 
complete the SECOND form (it is called ‘Exit Ticket - Belonging Workshop’).

You can do this 1 between 2 in your group if your internet is not working. 



Reflection

Complete the “Exit Ticket” sheet 

You can do this 1 between 2 in your group.

Please make sure you write your names and tutor 
groups. 


