
Art and technology yr 11 learning 
 
Art experience for year 11 
 
Age of the Image documentaries: 
 
Episode 1 A New Reality 
Documentary series in which art historian James Fox explores how the power of images has 
transformed the modern world. James starts at the beginning of the 20th century, when an 
explosion of scientific and technological advances created radical new ways of looking at the 
world.  

From the impact of aerial photography on modern art to our ability to peer inside the body and 
freeze time itself, the first episode is a dizzying journey of visual invention, which makes 
fascinating connections between the work of artists, film-makers, photographers and scientists.  

Revealing Salvador Dali’s debt to Einstein, the groundbreaking trickery of Buster Keaton and 
shockingly modern fakery of WWI photos, James Fox offers an endlessly surprising, eye-opening 
look at the beginnings of our image-saturated age. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000fzm9/age-of-the-image-series-1-1-a-new-reality 
 
Episode 2 Power and Games 
James Fox explores how mass communication and new technology helped 20th-century 
image-makers transform society, as films, photographs, TV, art and advertising all became 
weapons in the ideological battles of the age.  

James tells the story of Marlene Dietrich and Leni Riefenstahl, who each used cinema to pursue 
very different visions of power and freedom. We discover how Jewish comic book artists in New 
York created superheroes as their act of resistance to the Nazi threat. And we find out why a 
Muhammad Ali magazine cover is one of the most powerful political images of the last century.  

In the UK he reveals how Picture Post photographers and directors such as Ken Loach 
empowered the lives of ordinary people through a new style of film-making and reportage. 
Travelling from the Normandy beaches where Robert Capa took his famous D-Day photographs 
to the Nasa control room that first witnessed live images from the moon landings, it’s an 
exhilarating look at how image-makers discovered the power to influence and change our lives.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000g6mj/age-of-the-image-series-1-2-power-games 

Episode 3 Seductive Dreams 

G Contains some nudity 

James Fox tells the story of how, in the second half of the 20th century, artists, advertisers and 
film-makers used the power of images to sell us dreams. From the influence of Kodak on our 
family photos to psychologists persuading us what to buy, he explores how images seduced us 
with fantasies of a better life.  

It’s a journey that takes us from the early days of the Marlboro Man to the radical feminist art of 
Judy Chicago and the reaction to male-dominated visual culture. Along the way, he celebrates 
Fellini’s mastery of cinematic fantasy, David Hockney’s subversive visions of male desire and 
Madonna’s groundbreaking music videos. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000gg2h/age-of-the-image-series-1-3-seductive-dream 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000fzm9/age-of-the-image-series-1-1-a-new-reality
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000g6mj/age-of-the-image-series-1-2-power-games
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000gg2h/age-of-the-image-series-1-3-seductive-dreams


Episode 4 Fake Views 
James Fox explores how the image has become both more powerful and less trusted than ever 
before. Images increasingly surround us - on our phones, on billboards and in our homes. And 
the distinction between reality and image has become increasingly tenuous, from the hyper-real 
paintings and sculptures of artists like Audrey Flack and Ron Mueck to the seamless trickery of 
Hollywood special effects. But this goes hand in hand with the power the image has to shape our 
attitudes and outlook. Our ability to share images within seconds has had a profound effect on 
the way we see and respond to the world around us.  

In an age of 24-hour rolling news, smartphones and the internet, the image has taken over from 
the written word as the most powerful engine of change. In an era of easy image manipulation - 
from Photoshop and green screens to deepfake technology – can we really trust what we see? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000gnzv/age-of-the-image-series-1-4-fake-views 

 

Other Art related documentaries: 
 
The Price of Everything 
G Contains some strong language. 

Documentary that explores the labyrinthine art world of the 21st century and examines both the 
place of art and artistic passion in our money-driven, consumer-based society.  

Featuring collectors, dealers, auctioneers and a rich range of artists, from current market darlings 
Jeff Koons, Gerhard Richter and Njideka Akunyili Crosby to one-time art star Larry Poons, the 
film exposes deep contradictions as it holds a mirror up to the values of the modern era, coaxing 
out the dynamics at play in pricing the priceless. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000hqmq/the-price-of-everything 

 

'Christian Dior, Designer of Dreams' at the Musée des Arts Décoratifs 
Explore more than seventy years of creation with a thematic and chronological itinerary – 
conceived as a captivating dialogue by the two exhibition curators, Florence Müller and Olivier 
Gabet. And discover the gracefulness of iconic haute couture designs – the virtuoso 
scenography recreating their sense of movement and the shows in which they were worn – as 
well as precious archival photographs, sketches by Monsieur Dior and his successors, previously 
unseen objects, accessories, paintings, a cabinet of curiosities conceived as a sweeping display 
of color, and much more. With the beauty of dreams more essential now than ever, fall under the 
spell of the wealth of enchanting treasures contained in the exhibition ‘Christian Dior: Designer of 
Dreams’. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FLWDWzMrkBE 
 
Becoming Matisse 
G Contains some strong language. 

Henri Matisse is one of the most beloved painters of the 20th century. Best known for his 
cut-outs – childlike images that he cut directly from sheets of blazing colour - Matisse wanted his 
art to transcend the darkness and violence of the modern age. This alone has often seen him 
written off as a populist crowd-pleaser, not really a serious artist. Yet what we now tend to forget 
is that at the beginning of his career, Matisse was a rebel and a revolutionary - one of the first 
artists to tear up the rules of western art to bring it into the modern world. Turning his back on 
500 years of academic tradition, Matisse became the first avant-garde artist of the 20th century 
and was considered so shocking that he was ridiculed by everyone – by the critics and the 
public, even by many of his fellow artists.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000gnzv/age-of-the-image-series-1-4-fake-views
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000hqmq/the-price-of-everything
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FLWDWzMrkBE


With interviews and animations and using Matisse’s words, taken from his diaries and letters, this 
film sees Matisse’s great-granddaughter Sophie Matisse tell the tumultuous story of his early life. 
Matisse picked up a paintbrush at the late age of 21, and the next 15 years saw him turn his back 
on the bourgeois aspirations of his parents and teachers, suffer extraordinary financial insecurity 
and family drama that nearly ended his career, and create a series of such notorious public 
scandals that he came to be known as ‘the wild beast’, an artistic savage whose work threatened 
the very values of western civilisation.  

Retracing key places and moments in his biography – from Bohain-en-Vermandois, the town of 
his birth, to Paris, where he moved to try his luck at art school, and Corsica and Collioure, a 
fishing village on the Spanish border where he made his artistic breakthrough - Sophie looks 
closely at how this period affected his work and how the Matisse the public have come to know – 
the master of colour and light - was forged in response to the adversity and public humiliation of 
his early life.  

Above all, with special access to family photographs, letters and diaries, Sophie shows that 
without the support of his immediate family, most notably his wife Amelie and his three children, 
Matisse would not have become the artist we know and love today. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000hqt7/becoming-matisse 
 

Creative Arts & Media Courses 
Explore film, music, journalism, photography or theatre. Join online arts courses from renowned 
film schools, universities, cultural institutions. Learn from the experts in creative arts and media. 

A good range of free online courses: 

https://www.futurelearn.com/subjects/creative-arts-and-media-courses 

 

 

Food and Nutrition experience for year 11 
 
British Nutrition Foundation. 
  
Visit the British Nutrition foundation website for information on nutrition, diet, health, food 
science and careers.  
 
Talks, webinars and conferences 
 
https://www.nutrition.org.uk/bnf-talks.html?bnf-talks 
 
 
BBC The truth about healthy eating.  
Fiona Phillips teams up with leading scientists to look at how to eat and drink to good health, and she 
uncovers some surprising truths. She reveals which cheap, everyday foods can give us all the benefits 
of so-called superfoods at a fraction of the price and why frying can be the healthiest way to cook. 
Fiona becomes a human guinea pig to test some of the top-selling health drinks and supplements. 
She investigates whether antioxidant smoothies really give us the healthy boost we think and 
discovers why multivitamin pills might do us more harm than good. In a unique experiment with 
scientists from Aston and Liverpool John Moores universities, she sets out to find the healthiest 
breakfast, and discovers why we'd be better off with bacon and eggs rather than cereal and fruit. To 
find out whether we can really detoxify our bodies, she puts some popular detox foods and drinks to 
the test and reveals why we're better off with fresh foods and the odd glass of wine. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000hqt7/becoming-matisse
https://www.futurelearn.com/subjects/creative-arts-and-media-courses
https://www.nutrition.org.uk/bnf-talks.html?bnf-talks


Variety of interesting talks about diet and health.  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=teR_5Klx86w 
 
 
BBC The truth about sugar.  
Uncover the truth about Britain's obesity crisis and meet our brave volunteers whilst they try to adopt 
a low sugar diet to improve their health. 
Also, find out how much sugar is really in our everyday meals and drinks and why we always crave 
them. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K4LzSH9qU_Q 
 
 
BBC The truth about takeaways  
As a nation, we’ve never eaten more takeaways. Two-thirds of us now feel we don’t have time to 
cook healthy meals at home - and these days, why bother? Ten million of us now use delivery 
apps that allow us to swipe and tap an order in seconds and get our favourite dinner brought 
straight to our door. The three biggest apps between them offer us a choice of 100 cuisines from 
60,000 restaurants. Put it all together with the fast food carry-outs we eat on the go, and we Brits 
now put away more than three million takeaways every day.  
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000fs5n/the-truth-about-takeaways 
 
 
 
 
BBC The truth about fat  
 
Fat has a reputation as public health enemy number one.  Bit is it really the devil we think. 
Recent headlines suggest that we may have got it all wrong, and that fat may not be as bad 
as we’ve long believed.  Dr Saleyha Ahsan cuts through the confusion and reveals the 
surprising science of fat.  
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b05psf4l/the-truth-about-3-fat 

 
 
 
 
 
Computer Science experience for year 11 
 
This link is accessible by all Year 11 students. A-Level resources will be published on this site. 

https://sites.google.com/egas.islington.sch.uk/computerscience/a-levels 
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b05psf4l/the-truth-about-3-fat
https://sites.google.com/egas.islington.sch.uk/computerscience/a-levels


 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 


