
Year: 7 - Drawing & Painting

Name of unit: Colour Theory

How many lessons: 15

Why do we teach this unit?

Colour theory is a fundamental part of artistic knowledge, through a landscape
based project students are introduced to concepts of colour mixing, the  use of
black and white to create value scales, and how the use of lighter and darker
versions of colour create depth in Artworks through aerial perspective. We look at
colour relationships and how colours interact with those placed next to them, and
how combinations of these can be used to change the vividness of a colour. These
skills, along with an introduction to mark making, all feed into a painted outcome in
response to Artist Nigel Peake.

What is the main content of this unit?

To understand colour mixing - primary colours, using these to create secondary and
then tertiary colours.
To understand value scales - using black & white to create shades and tints of
colour, and how value can be used to create depth in Artworks.
To understand colour relationships - complementary colours, analogous colours.
To understand colour saturation - creating intense and muted colour palettes.
To understand mark making techniques - creating texture through mark making.

Key vocabulary to learn and apply

Line, shape, form, tone, texture, colour, pattern, composition, proportion,
perspective

Primary colours, secondary colours, tertiary colours, complementary colours,
analogous colours, value, saturation, aerial perspective, mark making

How do we assess learning in this unit?

All Yr7 students are assessed in a baseline test during the first week of their second
rotation of the academic year

Students can expect to receive verbal feedback throughout the course of each
lesson with staff modelling best practice in practical tasks. Detailed written
feedback, with improvement tasks, will be given at two points throughout their 15
lessons, around lesson 4 and 9 to give students time to take these next steps.

Ways for parents to support learning.

Families can support by;
Aiding your young people in the recall and practice of the key Art vocabulary above.
Visiting public Galleries and Museums, or doing virtual tours together via Gallery and Museum websites.
Reading about Artists’, Designers’, Craftspeople and Art Movements.
Encouraging your young people to engage in drawing activities for pleasure at home.



Year: 8 - Drawing & Painting

Name of unit: Cubist Still Life

How many lessons: 15

Why do we teach this unit?

We introduce them to the Still Life genre, initially through photography and drawing
from life, building on the mark making skills from year 7 and moving into more
challenging three dimensional forms. We introduce students to the concepts within
the Cubist Art movement and show them home they can take influence from
Artists’, Designers’ and Craftspeople to make their own work. Our Cubist Still Life
project follows on from the concepts of colour theory that students learn in year 7,
using monochromatic tonal value to create a Cubist painting from their collaged still
life images.

What is the main content of this unit?

To understand the genre of still life - objects that do not move or are dead.
To understand the basic concepts surrounding Cubism - Analytical and Synthetic.
To understand how to take high quality images of still life objects - photography.
To understand how to create Cubist inspired collage compositions from still life.
To understand how to paint in a Cubist style.

Key vocabulary to learn and apply

Line, shape, form, tone, texture, colour, pattern, composition, proportion,
perspective

Cubism, Analytical Cubism, Synthetic Cubism, collage, monochromatic

How do we assess learning in this unit?

Students can expect to receive verbal feedback throughout the course of each
lesson with staff modelling best practice in practical tasks. Detailed written
feedback, with improvement tasks, will be given at two points throughout their 15
lessons, around lesson 4 and 9 to give students time to take these next steps.

Ways for parents to support learning.

Families can support by;
Aiding your young people in the recall and practice of the key Art vocabulary above.
Visiting public Galleries and Museums, or doing virtual tours together via Gallery and Museum websites.
Reading about Artists’, Designers’, Craftspeople and Art Movements.
Encouraging your young people to engage in drawing activities for pleasure at home.



Year: 9 - Drawing & Painting

Name of unit:

How many lessons: 10

Why do we teach this unit?

Year 9 is the culmination of three years of Drawing & Painting, students are
introduced to a variety of drawing techniques from realist to experimental. Building
on the drawing skills they have been taught throughout their time in KS3. They will
be experiment with new materials, and techniques pushing them beyond their
comfort zone of basic pencil drawing, using unusual drawing implements to create
exciting work in the build up to, potentially, starting GCSE Art & Design courses

What is the main content of this unit?

To understand how to create the illusion of form in a range of media - using tone,
composition, mark making to make objects appear 3D.
To understand various drawing techniques - to experiment with various drawing
materials, process and experimentations
To develop drawing and painting skills.

Key vocabulary to learn and apply

Line, shape, form, tone, texture, colour, pattern, composition, proportion,
perspective

How do we assess learning in this unit?

Students can expect to receive verbal feedback throughout the course of each
lesson with staff modelling best practice in practical tasks. Detailed written
feedback, with improvement tasks, will be given at two points throughout their 15
lessons, around lesson 4 and 9 to give students time to take these next steps.

Ways for parents to support learning.

Families can support by;
Aiding your young people in the recall and practice of the key Art vocabulary above.
Visiting public Galleries and Museums, or doing virtual tours together via Gallery and Museum websites.
Reading about Artists’, Designers’, Craftspeople and Art Movements.
Encouraging your young people to engage in drawing activities for pleasure at home.



Year: 7 - Print & Collage

Name of unit: Self-Portraits

How many lessons: 15

Why do we teach this unit?

To learn about how to safely use the carving tools and accurately follow the steps of
various printing processes.
To learn the differences between portraiture and self-portraiture through an
introduction to Cubism and produce their own self-portraits through mono and lino
printing techniques.

What is the main content of this unit?

To understand the difference between portraiture and self-portraiture
To understand the basic characteristics of Cubism through analysis of Pablo
Picasso’s and Mary Swansy’s paintings
To explore the printing processes of monoprinting, lino carving and printing
To be able to create Cubist collages using their prints.

Key vocabulary to learn and apply

Line, shape, form, tone, texture, colour, pattern, composition, proportion,
perspective

Portrait, Self-portrait, Dual portrait, Cubism, Collage, Monoprinting, Lino Printing

How do we assess learning in this unit?

All Yr7 students are assessed in a baseline test during the first week of their second
rotation of the academic year

Students can expect to receive verbal feedback throughout the course of each
lesson with staff modelling best practice in practical tasks. Detailed written
feedback, with improvement tasks, will be given at two points throughout their 15
lessons, around lesson 4 and 9 to give students time to take these next steps.

Ways for parents to support learning.

Families can support by;
Aiding your young people in the recall and practice of the key Art vocabulary above.
Visiting public Galleries and Museums, or doing virtual tours together via Gallery and Museum websites.
Reading about Artists’, Designers’, Craftspeople and Art Movements.
Encouraging your young people to engage in drawing activities for pleasure at home.



Year: 8 - Print & Collage

Name of unit: Pattern

How many lessons: 15

Why do we teach this unit?

To develop and refine their printing skills by exploring Patterns in different artistic
styles
To focus on Islamic art design and, then, on the work of William Morris within the
context of the Arts and Crafts Movement.
To develop an understanding of abstract patterns exploring Cur3es and John
Whitlock.
To be introduced to digital editing skills using Photopea and creating digital
responses to Bridget Riley’s op Art work.

What is the main content of this unit?

To understand the different types of patterns and use the art related vocabulary to
describe the artists’ work.
To be introduced to the lino reduction technique and produce two wallpaper
designs, drawing inspiration first from Islamic art and then from William Morris’s
work.
To engage with digital editing of photos and produce a digital Op Art pattern on
Photopea.

Key vocabulary to learn and apply

Line, shape, form, tone, texture, colour, pattern, composition, proportion,
perspective

Motif, Pattern (geometric, symmetrical, regular, irregular, rotational), optical illusion

How do we assess learning in this unit?

Students can expect to receive verbal feedback throughout the course of each
lesson with staff modelling best practice in practical tasks. Detailed written
feedback, with improvement tasks, will be given at two points throughout their 15
lessons, around lesson 4 and 9 to give students time to take these next steps.

Ways for parents to support learning.

Families can support by;
Aiding your young people in the recall and practice of the key Art vocabulary above.
Visiting public Galleries and Museums, or doing virtual tours together via Gallery and Museum websites.
Reading about Artists’, Designers’, Craftspeople and Art Movements.
Encouraging your young people to engage in drawing activities for pleasure at home.



Year: 9 - Print & Collage

Name of unit: Identity; The Constructed-self

How many lessons: 10

Why do we teach this unit?

To explore a number of contemporary artists that construct portraits by revealing or
hiding the personalities of their models.
To understand the mixed media techniques of multi-layered monoprints, collage
with photographs and printing with objects
To create a response combining these techniques and building up layers.

What is the main content of this unit?

To understand how Loui Jover, David Samuel Stern and Lorna Simpson create their
designs by adding layers and combining media.
To create a final piece drawing inspiration from mixed media techniques, collage
and monoprinting processes.
To use Photopea to create a digital version of their outcomes.

Key vocabulary to learn and apply

Line, shape, form, tone, texture, colour, pattern, composition, proportion,
perspective
Multi-layered print, mixed media technique, printing with objects

How do we assess learning in this unit?

Students can expect to receive verbal feedback throughout the course of each
lesson with staff modelling best practice in practical tasks. Detailed written
feedback, with improvement tasks, will be given around lesson 4 of their 10 lessons
to give students time to take these next steps.

Ways for parents to support learning.

Families can support by;
Aiding your young people in the recall and practice of the key Art vocabulary above.
Visiting public Galleries and Museums, or doing virtual tours together via Gallery and Museum websites.
Reading about Artists’, Designers’, Craftspeople and Art Movements.
Encouraging your young people to engage in drawing activities for pleasure at home.



Year: 7 - Textiles

Name of unit: Applique

How many lessons: 15

Why do we teach this unit?

To learn how to safely and independently use the sewing machine and to
confidently be able to create a range of different stitches.
To learn about the applique surface decoration technique.
To develop fine motor skills by hand sewing.

What is the main content of this unit?

To use the sewing machine to create a range of different stitches by using a stitch
settings table.
To explore the applique process and paper modeling.
To build up a design in layers with a nature theme out of felt.

Key vocabulary to learn and apply

Line, shape, form, tone, texture, colour, pattern, composition, proportion,
perspective

Stitch, scissors, fabric, felt, material, applique

How do we assess learning in this unit?

All Yr7 students are assessed in a baseline test during the first week of their second
rotation of the academic year

Students can expect to receive verbal feedback throughout the course of each
lesson with staff modelling best practice in practical tasks. Detailed written
feedback, with improvement tasks, will be given at two points throughout their 15
lessons, around lesson 4 and 9 to give students time to take these next steps.

Ways for parents to support learning.

Families can support by;
Aiding your young people in the recall and practice of the key Art vocabulary above.
Visiting public Galleries and Museums, or doing virtual tours together via Gallery and Museum websites.
Reading about Artists’, Designers’, Craftspeople and Art Movements.
Encouraging your young people to engage in drawing activities for pleasure at home.



Year: 8 - Textiles

Name of unit: Surface Embellishment

How many lessons: 15

Why do we teach this unit?

To develop artistic ways to add surface decoration.
To introduce the concept of using a contextual source as inspiration for a project by
using the style of an art movement and the colour palette from a painting.
To learn about the Pop Art and Impressionism art movements.

What is the main content of this unit?

Students will produce two panels.
● One panel explores batik with a Pop Art inspired image. This is done in two

stages to experience mark making with batik as outline and pattern tool.
● One panel uses the colour palette from a Claude Monet painting to

experience dyeing cloth and mark making using machine embroidery and
hand embroider.

Key vocabulary to learn and apply

Line, shape, form, tone, texture, colour, pattern, composition, proportion,
perspective

Embroidery, batik, stimulus, dye, dilute, rinse, melt, transparent, translucent,
opaque

How do we assess learning in this unit?

Students can expect to receive verbal feedback throughout the course of each
lesson with staff modelling best practice in practical tasks. Detailed written
feedback, with improvement tasks, will be given at two points throughout their 15
lessons, around lesson 4 and 9 to give students time to take these next steps.

Ways for parents to support learning.

Families can support by;
Aiding your young people in the recall and practice of the key Art vocabulary above.
Visiting public Galleries and Museums, or doing virtual tours together via Gallery and Museum websites.

● Pop art – Art Term
● Impressionism – What Is That?

Reading about Artists’, Designers’, Craftspeople and Art Movements.
Encouraging your young people to engage in drawing activities for pleasure at home.

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/p/pop-art
https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/what-is/impressionism


Year: 9 - Textiles

Name of unit: Contemporary Textiles

How many lessons: 10

Why do we teach this unit?

To introduce students to contemporary textile mixed media art and the concept of
adding thread to a paper image.
To develop an understanding of the importance of accuracy in marking out and
transfering designs.

What is the main content of this unit?

Students do a range of line art activities to gain confidence with adding thread to
paper.
Students respond to an image using contextual stimulus from contemporary textile
artists.
Students choosing a cultural or historical person they wish to celebrate by adding
thread to an image of them in the style of Victoria Villasana

Key vocabulary to learn and apply

Line, shape, form, tone, texture, colour, pattern, composition, proportion,
perspective

Parabolic curve, contemporary, vintage

How do we assess learning in this unit?

Students can expect to receive verbal feedback throughout the course of each
lesson with staff modelling best practice in practical tasks. Detailed written
feedback, with improvement tasks, will be given around lesson 4 of their 10 lessons
to give students time to take these next steps.

Ways for parents to support learning.

Families can support by;
Aiding your young people in the recall and practice of the key Art vocabulary above.
Visiting public Galleries and Museums, or doing virtual tours together via Gallery and Museum websites.

● V&A · The World's Leading Museum Of Art And Design
● Welcome to Tate Modern
● Saatchi Gallery

Reading about Artists’, Designers’, Craftspeople and Art Movements.
Encouraging your young people to engage in drawing activities for pleasure at home.

https://www.vam.ac.uk/
https://www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-modern
https://www.saatchigallery.com/

