
N E W S L E T T E R

                                                            
Founded 2005 

All newsletters can be viewed on the school website. www.egaschool.co.uk

Elizabeth Garrett Anderson School for Girls

Vol 15. Issue 29 Friday 23rd June 2017

Sita Brahmachari won the 
2011 Waterstones Children's 
book prize with her debut 
novel, Artichoke Hearts, 
and her many projects and 
writing commissions have 
been produced in theatres, 
universities, schools 
and community groups 
throughout Britain and 
America. She is an Amnesty 
Ambassador upholding the 
rights of young people and 
works tirelessly for refugees. 

NOVELS – Follow Mira’s 
story in these three books

ARTICHOKE HEARTS
  

Twelve-year-old Mira comes 
from a chaotic, artistic and 
outspoken family where 
it’s not always easy to be 
heard. As her beloved Nana 
Josie's health declines, 
Mira begins to discover the 
secrets of those around 
her, and also starts to keep 

some of her own. She is 
drawn to mysterious Jide, 
a boy who is clearly hiding 
a troubled past and has 
grown hardened layers - 
like those of an artichoke 
- around his heart. As Mira 
is experiencing grief for 
the first time, she is also 
discovering the wondrous 
and often mystical world 
around her.

JASMINE SKIES
 

Mira Levenson is bursting 
with excitement as she flies 
to India to stay with her aunt 
and cousin for the first time. 
As soon as she lands Mira 
is hurled into the sweltering 
heat and a place full of 
new sights, sounds, and 
deeply buried family secrets 
. . . From the moment Mira 
meets Janu she feels an 
instant connection. He 
becomes her guide, showing 

her both the beauty and the 
chaos of Kolkata. Nothing 
is as she imagined it - and 
suddenly home feels a long 
way away.
Before Mira leaves India she 
is determined to uncover 
the truth about her family, 
whatever it takes, and she 
must also make a decision 
that will break someone's 
heart.

TENDER EARTH
 

Laila Levenson has always 
been the baby of the 
family, but now with her 
older siblings, Mira and 
Krish, leaving home just 
as she starts secondary 
school, everything feels 
like it's changing... can 
the reappearance of Nana 
Josie's Protest Book and 
the spirit it releases in Laila, 
her friends and her local 
community, help her find 
her own voice and discover 
what she truly believes in?
A powerful chime rings 
through Laila's mind, guiding 
her to walk the footsteps 
of the past on her way to 
discover her own future.

SPOTLIGHT ON: SITA BRAHMACHARI FOR REFUGEE WEEKDear Families,

We are now two weeks in to 
the new timetable and the 
girls have been energised 
by starting next year’s work 
at this stage.  It really does 
give them an advantage 
and means that there is no 
winding down at the end of 
term.  Attendance right up 
until the last day is essential 
and we are not able to 
authorise additional leave 
in term time.   I realise this 
does present difficulties at 
times but we cannot extend 
the six week summer break.

Speaking of the holidays, 
it is a long time for young 
people to do nothing so 
please encourage your 
daughter to get involved in 
some of the many activities 
provided locally.  Lots of 
the activities are free and 
help to ensure that young 
people are active, engaged 
and safe.

GCSE exams have now 
finished and Year 11 will 
be joining us for their 
graduation and their Prom 
before moving on to college.  
We wish them all the best 
in the future and hope they 
will be in touch to share 
their stories of success.

Yours sincerely,

http://egaschool.co.uk/content/66/Newsletters
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Best attendance
figures for the week were:

7L - 100%
8E&8L - 99.3%

9E - 99%
10E - 99.3 %

11E,Z,L,H- 100%

MISSING SCHOOL 
=  

MISSING OUT

 CARNEGIE SHADOWING 2017

This week the Cloud Reading Group attended 
the Islington Carnegie 2017 event at the Arts 
and Media School Islington to choose their 
winning book.  The author Sita Brahmachari 
hosted the event, talking about her books and 
their themes, which tied in well to National 
Refugee Week. 
Each school present gave a presentation 
about their favourite book. These 
presentations included poetry, trailers, reviews 
and even a song written and performed by 
students from Mount Carmel.
The overall winner chosen in Islington was 
Wolf Hollow by Lauren Wolk. The national 
winner of the Carnegie Award was Salt to the 
Sea by Ruta Sepetys. 

On Monday 19th June, twelve new year 11s 
supported the running of Prior Weston Primary 
School’s Sports Day at the HAC.  They helped at 
various events such as the egg and spoon race, 
bean bag throwing, running, mini hurdles, 
ladders, long jump and many more.  It was 
an extremely hot morning but they showed 
resilience and great leadership qualities.  The 
Headmaster and PE teacher were very grateful 
that they were able to help with their Key 
Stage 1 Sports Day so a big thank you to the 
following students: Jasmia, Charlize, Saskia, 
Abir, Lisa, Rose, Nafiso, Medina, Araba, Muji, 
Sarah and Jayde.

S p o r t s  L e a d e r s

On Thursday 15th June, three year 7 teams 
took part in friendly matches against Maria 
Fidelis, St. Mary Magdalene Academy and a 
team from Arsenal. They had a great evening 
out taking photos around the stadium and later 
played four matches each. There were some 
amazing goals from Elanur and Jaime in 7A, 
now 8A. They will have the same opportunity 
on Thursday 29th June. Congratulations to 
the following students for their commitment, 
dedication and enthusiasm:
Team A –Pink – Hibo, Sara, Muskan, Marie 
and Farzana
Team B – Green – Cekayi, Elanur, Jaime, 
Angela, Eklhas and Humayra
Team C – Blue – Zion, Tasnia, Abigail, Sara 
Mousa and Morgan
Football club is open to all years on Tuesday 
after school.

5-a-side Football at the 
Arsenal Hub

Do something different this summer    1

See inside for the full line-up of
exciting opportunities on offer for
free in Islington this summer

Click here for full brochure

The trip to Oxford was 
informative and helpful, 
as well as being really 
fun. I learnt so much 
about the different 
courses and options 
available to me at 
Oxford, something I 

had never before known. Also, the trip 
proved incorrect a stereotype of Oxford 
I had always had: it was a place for 
the rich and privileged. After the trip 
and meeting students who went there, 
I realised that I had been wrong, and 
at the end of the day, to get into the 
university, I just have to work very 
hard and be dedicated. The whole day 
was thoroughly enjoyable, however 
one of my favourite parts was taking 
part in the workshop, given by a PHD 
student.

Carolina Fernandez Bold

Do something different this summer    32    Summerversity

 with a hot line-up of activities 
and opportunities on offer for you and all your friends, making  
Islington the best place to be this summer. Join in the fun, make 
new friends and learn new skills, .

The programme is packed with activities and opportunities that 
cover everything from filmmaking and music video production, to 
animation and graffiti art, to fashion and cooking. Be the first to 
try cutting edge technologies such as 3D printing or virtual and 
augmented reality, learn how to be a radio DJ or music producer 
or programme your first game with Raspberry Pi. Learn to fly with 
aerial theatre or set out on an adventure with the Camping Skills 
course.

Kayaking and Mountain
Biking

Learn new skills and gain nationally 
recognised qualifications in kayaking or 
mountain biking.

Where: Islington Boat Club

When:  24 July - 28 August, 9am 
 -11am: booked course, 
 11am - 4pm: practice 
 sessions 

To book visit https://bookwhen.com/
summerversity2017 or call  
020 7253 0778

All activities are free. We recommend that you book as soon as 
possible. Places are available on a first-come, first-served  
basis for young people aged 13 to 16 who live or go to 
school in Islington. All activities are suitable for complete  
beginners and no previous experience is required. All our  
Summerversity venues are fully accessible.

All activities are colour-coded as follows:

Arts, culture, music and performance
Healthy lifestyles, physical activity and self-development 

Media, design and technology
Youth enterprise and work readiness

Discover Tech

A first glimpse into the tech revolution 
where science-fiction is becoming  
science-fact. Try cutting edge  
technologies such as 3D printing, 
3Doodle pens; virtual and augmented 
reality – using Oculus Rift, virtual reality 
headsets, Google Cardboard, Google 
Glass and Meta’s Spaceglasses. Have a 
go at coding with Scratch, Python and 
Raspberry Pi or video production using 
360 degree cameras.

Where: Elthorne Estate Community  
 Centre
When:  24 July, 1.30 - 4.30pm  

Where: North Library
When:  25 July, 3 – 6pm

Where: St Stephen’s Youth Work  
 Project
When:  31 July, 1.30 – 4.30pm

Where: Platform Youth Hub
When:  1 August, 1.30 – 4.30pm

Where: Central Library 
When:  10 August, 1.30 – 4.30p

Where: West Library
When:  11 August, 1.30 - 4.30pm

Where: Finsbury Library
When:  17 August, 1.30 – 4.30pm

To book call 020 7404 7274 or email 
info@dragonhall.org.uk

Do something different this summer    3#summerversity #summerversity

Carnival Project
Spend your summer holidays creating 
dances and/or costumes for the Notting 
Hill Carnival procession. Be part of an 
amazing spectacle, learn and showcase 
your skills in a mixture of wonderful art 
forms: dance, body art, costume design, 
prop making and carnival cooking. You 
can sign up for all strands of the project 
or just a few.

Where: Lift Youth Hub

When: 24 July - 1 September

For full details visit  
www.liftislington.co.uk  
To book call 020 7527 7030  
or email lift@isledon.co.uk

Follow us on Twitter @Summerversity

R e f l e c t i o n s 
on Oxford Visit

KS3 Art Exhibition
On Tuesday, the art and technology 
department presented an exhibition of 
KS3 art and textiles work.  It was fantastic 
to see the quality of work being produced 
in lower school lessons and to learn more 
about the strategies that the teachers are 
using to achieve this progress.  

http://www.XLP.org.uk
http://egaschool.co.uk/vendors/userfiles/files/Summerversity%202017%20final.pdf

